Enterprising businessmen now 
merchandise from one corner of the 
globe to another as easily as from 
one town to another. 

To do this they need the services of 
a bank that's on-the-spot in die 
world's major financial centers. 

Bank Hapoalim. 

With a team of banking 
professionals, in Israel and around 
the globe, who offer sophisticated 
facilities to meet the ever-changing 
needs of the international 
marketplace. 


Small World. Big Business 




IV. 5 
r. . ; . 
I V* 











i± tf 

1: s : k 


r >' 


wim 




¥ A 

jb jjj *■. 

WT -- ■ 

1 

J 

i .1 


' M 












RF* .11 lima i 
-'amtai 

& ■ Klimt 


New York* Los Angeles 
Chicago • Philadelphia 
Miami • Boston •Toronto 
Montreal • London 
Manchester • Paris 
Zurich • Luxembourg 
Buenos Aires *Sao Paulo 
Caracas • Mexico City 
Puntadel Este • Montevideo 
Cayman Islands 

And over 330 branches of the group in Israel. 


COME.GROW WITH US. 


Bank Hapoalim 


B 




WEST 1 ' 


THE JE BUS ALE M ... 

T new# t saris 

ISRAEL \ ^ - /hfnking is reflecti 

Publishea^JerbWerfi 0 / Other features in 

INTERNATIONAL EDITION *«— '"•*" <* a. 

No. 1083. PUBLISHED WEEKLY • 2-8 AUGUST 1981 • 2-8 AV 5741 • 2-8 SHAWWAL 140 


S Sharp debate has raged the past week 
n political and military strategy In the 
aftermath of the cease-fire. This 
linking Is reflected on pages 10 to 13. 
Other features Include a questioning 
examination of German reparations, 14. 



Coalition could be in the bag 


Jerusalem Post Staff , 
There was. an air of confidence 
among Likud politicians at press 
time with reports that Premier 
Menachem Begin and his potential 
V-.v.;. government partners were nearing 

■.V.u:' r completion .of a formal coalition 

iAvi..'”" agreement. 

irV/i i Nevertheless, the “Who is a Jew” 
t obstacle still loomed large. This 
iii:*:. refers' to a demand by Agudat 
Y Israel, the non-Zionist religious 
ri.Vv ; . party, that for purposes of the Law 
jj •. . of Return, only those proselytes un- 
“dergoing the traditional mode of 
conversion be considered Jews. 

* ’• i This would require amendment of 
the Law or Return. While favouring 
such an amendment personally, 
..s' Premier Begin has made it clear 
■>V • that he cannot guarantee such 
! vV-. legislation but only press foT it. 
•’jHv There had been indications in the 

Ho last Tew days that the Agudafs 
G religious mentors, the Council of 
fft?' Tora Sages, would accept Begin's 
. private undertaking to do all in his 
V; | power to persuade the Knesset to 

Pivotal Ogures In the coalition negotiations enter a meeting dm w"h \hc policy guidelines or the 
with Prime Minister Menachem Begin. Left to right are Arye Hahn new government virtually drawn up 
and Yosef Burg of the National Religious Party, Rabbi Shlomo Lorincz as the week began, it was fell that 
of Agudat Yisrael and Aharon Abuhatzeira of Tami. (Rahamim Israeli) Begin, who has pledged not to ask 


for a time extension, could present 
his new cabinet to the Knesset by 
Tuesday. 

He was expected to muster a 61- 
member majority in the 120-seat 
Knesset. The government would 
comprise Mr, Begin's Likud, 48 
seats; National Religious Party, 6; 
Agudat Yisrael, 4; and Aharon 
Abuhnlzeirn’s new ethnic Sephardi 
parly, Tami 3. 

The NRP’s Yosef Burg told 
reporters on Sunday that “nobody 
ever gels 100 per cent of what they 
demand." Tarai’s Abaron 
Abuhatzeira has however reported- 
ly been persuaded by Begin to sur- 
render the Religious Affairs port- 
folio to the NRP, the party he aban- 
doned just before the elections to 
establish Tami. 

When Begin accepted from Presi- 
dent Yitzhak Navon last month the 
mandate to form a government, he 
gave himself a time limit of 21 days 
(though he is entitled to an exten- 
sion) in which to form a govern- 
ment. The possibility then arose 
that if he Tailed, new elections could 
be called. „ 

Another hurdle was the demand 
by Tami that it be given two cabinet 
portfolios despite its having only 


three seats. The demand by Tami that 
its leader. Religious Affairs 
Minister Abuhatzeira, be allowed to 
retain that ministry, angered the 
NRP, which argued that the 
Ministry was its traditional domain. 

To complicate Mr. Begin's task, 
the NRP put forth a list of demands 
in the social and economic spheres. 

The Aguda has reportedly been 
promised more financial backing to 
help in the establishment of 
religious communities, and for 
maintaining its network of religious 
schools. In another agreement, the 
Aguda was reportedly promised 
that secular Jewish men who decide 
to return to the traditional Jewish 
way of life would be exempted from 
reserve duty for a period of three 
years — to enable them to enrol in 
seminaries for intensive religious 
studies. 

The proposal, it is understood, 
also frees married women from 
reserve duty, and calls for shelving 
of any proposed legislation 
regarding mandatory national ser- 
vice by girls. 

Asked about the agreement, an 
Aguda spokesman said on Sunday 

(Continued on page Z ) 


Manhunt for terrorists 
who attacked local bus 


U.S. seeks a wider truce 


Head Office: 50 Rothschild Blvd., Tel Aviv, Israel. 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 

A manhunt was still under way at 
the weekend for two terrorists 
armed with automatic weapons who 
fired at an Egged bus Wednesday 
night near Kibbutz Ma'aleh 
Hahamisha. about 10 kilometres 
west of Jerusalem, wounding four 
persons. 

A passenger in her seventh month 
of pregnancy is in critical condi- 
tion in Jerusalem's Sha’are Zedek 
Hospital after a bullet passed 
through her stomach and out her 
back. The woman, Mrs, Dvora Ar- , 
end, lost her child. 

A boy was shot in the elbow and a 
man and a woman sustained light' 
wounds, a hospital spokesman said. 

The No. 65 bus from Jerusalem 
was ambushed at 9 p.m. as it 
negotiated an uphill turn near the 
kibbutz, which is two kilometres 
from the “Green Line”, the pre- 
1967 border. 

A passenger said the terrorists un- 
leashed about 15 rounds of single- 
shot fire which brought the bus to 
an almost immediate halt. 

The IS passengers, he said, threw 
themselves on the floor when the 
shots hit and theh left the bus and 
hid along the roadside after the 
driver failed to restart the engine. 

In Beirut, the PLO claimed 
responsibility for the attack on what 
H called ‘‘the military Zionist bus” , 

The attack apparently made goad . 
a threat by the Fatah leader 
commander in . Lebanon, Khalil 
w azir (Abu Jihad), that the ter- 


rorists would not hall attacks within 
Israel despite the cease-fire that 
ended the recent fighting in the 
north. 

Oh the morning following the at- 
tack, Israel served notice that it 
reserves the right to strike back at 
the PLO, saying that the cease-fire 
in South Lebanon does not give the 
terrorist movement immunity from 
punishment. 

Half a dozen West Bank villages 
southwest of Ramatlah were placed 
under curfew and searched. 

Uri ' Porat, Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin's spokesman, was 
quoted as calling the attack, 
a violation of the cease-fire. 
But later he issued a 
statement saying he had been mis- 
understood. He said as far as Israel 
is concerned no cease-fire had been 
concluded with the terrorist move- 
ment. He then warned that the 
cease-fire would “not give the PLO 
immunity of any sort” from punish- 
ment Tor attacks like the bus am- 
bush. 

.Mapam secretary-general Victor 
Shemtov KM Iasi week warned the 
government against retaliatory ac- 
liqq like that of the Litani Opera- 
tion, which followed the .19711 
coastal road massacre of a 
busload qf Israelis by terrorists! 

A police spokesman last week 
said that the .assailants, had left 
behind a Palestinian flag and a 
wooden cross on which was written 
“In memory of victims of the Beirut 
bombing.” 


By WOLF BL1TZER, 

In Washington, and agencies 

The present cease-fire on the 
Israel-Lebanon border should be 
expanded into a comprehensive 
peace settlement and UN forces 
there should broaden the areas of 
their patrols, the U.S- believes. 

This was made clear at the 
weekend by a senior American of- 
ficial in a briefing for newsmen ac- 
companying Secretary of Stale 
Alexander Haig to the 22-nation 
foreign ministers' meeting in 
Cancun, Mexico. (The term “senior 
official" is accepted nomenclature 
I for the secretary of stale.) 

As for the truce itself, which 
came into force on July 24, there 
have been several incidents of shell- 
ing by terrorists in Lebanon. Inside 
Israel, a terrorist attack on a civilian 
bus near Jerusalem left four people 
wounded, one of them critically, 
and the Prime Minister's 
spokesman condemned it as a viola- 
tion of the ceasefire. (See separate 
report). 

Last week also saw a brief air bat- 
tle in which Israeli planes on a 
reconnaissance flight over Lebanon 
downed a Syrian Mig-25. 

The senior American official in 
Mexico said U.S. efforts would' 
focus on strengthening Lebanon's 
central government and obtaining 
assistance from European allies, as 
well as Arab nations in the region. 

M oderate Arab countries, he 
said, may now be developing a 
“consensus” that would have an im- 
portant effect on future negotia- 
tion^ under the Camp David ac- 


cords between Israel and Egypt. 

He said he was encouraged by the 
fact that the Palestine Liberation 
Organization was now a party to a 
peace settlement. But he noted U.S. 
policy bars recognition of, or 
negotiation with the PLO until it 
recognized Israel’s right to exist. 

“The PLO knows the require- 
ment, and maybe that requirement 
will be easier for it under a con- 
sensus of the kind that is now begin- 
ning to shape up within the Arab 
world," he said. 

The senior official indicated that 
eventual resumption of deliveries of 
F-16 aircraft to Israel — suspended 
after the air strike against the Iraqi 
nuclear redetor and delayed further 
following the Israel raid on PLO 
headquarters in Beirut — would not 
be lied to Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin's visit to Washington, due 
next month; instead, the lessening 
of tensions in Israel and South 
Lebanon would be the chief in- 
fluence on the decision, he said. 

Another consignment of four F- 
16s is due to be shipped to Israel 
August 10. 

Meanwhile, the- Reagan ad- 
ministration indicated last week it 
publicly supports Israel's version of 
the cease-fire agreement on the 
Isracli-Lebanese border. 

Slate Department spokesman 


Dean Fischer told reporters that un- 
der lerms of the agreement Israel 
could continue its reconnaissance 
flights over Lebanon. He also said 
that the PLO is forbidden to attack 
Major Sa'ad Haddad's Christian 
enclave in South Lebanon. 

The PLO has maintained that the 
Israeli overflights are a violation, 
and that PLO shelling of Christian 
strongholds in South Lebanon did 
not come within the terms of the 
cease-fire. 

At the White House, U.S. Special 
Envoy Philip Habib, who negotiated 
the recent cease-fire after the 
Israel-PLO flare-up, was warmly- 
praised by President Reagan last 
week for calming the Middle bast 
tensions. But Reagan refused to say 
publicly what the next step in 
Habib's mission will be. 

Speaking at the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, Habib said 
Saudi Arabia had been extremely 
helpful in the behind-the-scenes 
negotiations that led to the 
ceasefire. 

He reportedly confirmed lhat at 
the request of the U.S.. the Saudis 
had been in direct touch with the 
PLO and other influential factors in 
Lebanon und Syria. 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin continued to 
<r«ntimK4 on |Mft 2 > 
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Sadat visit ‘coincides 
with new initiative’ 


Jerusalem Post Staff 

Egyptian President Anwar Sadat 
is in Washington this week for the 
first meeting - between President 
Ronald Reag&n and a Middle 
Eastern head-or-state. 

Prime Minister Begin is due to 
visit Washington for talks next 
month. 

The Cairo weekly Akbar el-Yam 
Saturday quoted what it called .a 
well-informed U.S. official assaying 
that the visit coincided with a “new 
stage" in which Reagan Tor the first 
time Will be in a position to devote 
sufficient time to the Middle East. 

The paper said that Reagan has 
not had a “clearly defined” idea of 
what he should be doing in dealing 
with the Middle East. 

The paper added that the Egyp- 
tian leader's visit will also coincide 
with a stage during which “new U.S. 
initiatives," would be launched to 
solve the Palestinian problem 
radically. 

The paper, quoting another 
American, said that Reagan's top 
aides’ statements on the Palestinian 
issue and the. Middle East have been 
so for marked with “inaccuracy and 
hesitancy. 1 ' 

According to a senior U.S. of- 


ficial accompanying Secretary of' 
State Alexander Haig on his Mex- 
ican visit, the Reagan-Sadat talks 
will Include discussions on how to 
proceed with Palestinian autonomy 
negotiations, which were suspended 
by Egypt a few months ago. 

In Washington, State Department 
spokesman Dean Fischer said the 
Reagan administration “is not total- 
ly wedded to the approach of the 
previous (Carter) administration" 
on the Palestinian autonomy 
negotiations. He said the Reagan 
administration is still trying to come 
up with a proper approach towards 
the stalled autonomy talks. 

Sadat's trip includes a two-day 
stop in London, for talks with Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher and 
Foreign Secretary Lord Carrington. 

Carrington, who is chairman or 
the Council of the European 
Economic Community, advocates 
simultaneous recognition of each 
other by Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organization. Sadat 
shares this view. 

After leaving the U.S., Sadat will 
visit Austria, where he wit discuss 
European initiatives on the M iddle 
East with Chancellor Bruno 
Kreisky. 


Terror targets 
hit in raid 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — The IDF last week 
specified the military targets which 
were hit in the Israeli air strike on 
Beirut on July 17. 

Quoting Beirut newspapers that 
came out one day after the strike, 
the IDF spokesman's office listed 
the following military objectives as 
destroyed: 

• a terrorist ammunition dump at 
el-Fakhani 

• Palestinian bases set up recently 
in the el-Jenah area in Beirut 

» six 130mm. and 155mm. field ar- 
tillery batteries 

• eight mobile Katyusha launchers 
in Fatah service 

• an anti-aircraft missile battery 
near the Shtila and Sabra camps 

• 80 military vehicles on the out- 
skirts of Sabra 

• ’ an Arab Liberation Front posi- 
tion 

• a Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine position 

Among targets listed as damaged 
were buildings in el-Fakhani which 
housed headquarters for the 
Democratic Front and Arab Libera- 
tion Front. 

At least 100 Palestinian terrorists 
were killed in the raid, according to 
“reliable sources." 


U.S. SEEKING A WIDER TRUCE 


(CMrimcd from pap me) 

come in for strong criticism Iasi 
week on Capitol Hill. Even several 
pro- Israel Senators and Represen- 
tatives lashed out privately against 
him for his controversial decision to 
bomb the PLO headquarters 
located in a Beirut apartment 
house. 

In a television appearance, 
former president Gerald Ford, who 
described himself as a long-tme 
friend of Israel, S3id he was forced 
to criticize Begin because he was ig- 
noring U.S. interests in the Middle 
East. 

It was irresponsible for Begin to 
undertake independent policy, he 
said, when the U.S. was supplying 
Israel with SI. 5b. in military aid 
every year. 

While criticizing Begin, Ford 
warmly praised Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat, whom he called "one 
of the great statesmen of the 20th 
century." 

Though the ceasefire seemed to 
be holding, there were some viola- 
tions last week. On Monday, five 
terrorist Katyusha rockets were 
fired at the pro-Israeli Christian 
forces in South. Lebanon about five 


kilometres from the Israeli kibbutz 
of Misgav Am. An artillery shell 
fired by the terrorists landed even 
closer — (wo kilometres northwest 
of the settlement. Tfaie was no 
return fire. 

On Thursday night, there was 
more shelling of the Christian 
enclave, with -neither Israel nor 
Haddad's forces returning the fire 
again. But Major Haddad warned 
he "will not show such restraint" if 
such violations recurred, hinting 
he might return the fire. 

On Wednesday, Israel Air Force 
pilots downed a Syrian Mig-25 Fox- 
bat interceptor plane that at- 
tempted to disrupt what the Israeli 
military spokesman described as “a 
routine reconnaissance flight over 
Lebanon." 

It was the 15th Syrian plane lost 
over Lebanon since June 1979 and 
the second Foxbat this year. 

The brief dogfight occurred just 
one day after Damascus vowed to 
knock Israeli Air Force reconnais- 
sance planes out of Lebanese skies. 
After the downing of the Mig-25. 
the Syrian government newspaper 
Tlshrln said Damascus would regard 
every Israeli flight over Lebanon 
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— - even, for reconnaissance — as a 
violation of the ceasefire. “Israel 
will suffer heavy losses if it tries to 
violate Lebanese airspace or raid 
Lebanon." the paper warned. 

The U.S. reacted cautiously to 
the downing of the Syrian plane. ; 
Describing the overall situation in 
Lebanon as “fragile and delicate," 
the State Department spokesman 
called the incident “disturbing" but 
did nol condemn Israel. 

In Tel Aviv, a UN spokesman 
returning from a tour of the Litani 
River area in Lebanon reported that 
(wo improvised river crossings are 
being used. But there has been no 
attempt to rebuild the five bridges 
over that waterway and the 
Zaharani River destroyed by the 
Israel Air Force on July 16. 

The aim of the air strike was to 
impede the movement of terrorists 
and their military supplies from 
northern Lebanon to the south. 

At a meeting of the Arab 
League's “follow-up committee on 
Lebanon" early last week, it was an- 
nounced that in a letter to Lebanese 
President Elias Sarkis, Phalangist 
leader Bashir Jemayel has declared 
his intention to sever ties with 
Israel. But by Saturday, the state- 
run Syrian Radio said in a commen- 
tary that the Phalangist pledge to 
end links with Israel was “meant to 
lead to acquiescence and surrender 
to Israeli plans." 

THE WEATHER 

Saturday's Sunday's 
Min-Max Max 
Jcruulcrn 18—29 29 

Haifa 22-28 29 

Tel Aviv 23-30 30 

Jericho 25-38 39 

Eilat 26-38 39 

Subscription, 
change of address 

For the U.S. and Cauda Mad your label 
with changBi la: The Jsruwlem Foil 
JI0S. 69 Lb St., New York. 

N.Y. 10022 

Subscribers In other countries, please send 
your wrapper with changes to the 
Jerusalem Foil, P.O.B. Bl, 91 000, 
Jerusalem, Israel. 





.WTITSOOU./ ttMcrs-OKfUM 




‘COALITION IN THE BAG’ 


(Continued from page eae) 

that the chief difference between 
the agreement with the Likud and 
that with Alignment governments in 
previous years was that the latter 
made its promises orally while the 
Likud has agreed to put them in 
writing. 

Asked by reporters Sunday what 
would be a new Likud government’s 
policy guidelines, the NRP’s 
Yehuda Ben-Meir listed some of 
them as follows: 

Observance of the Camp David 
Accords as part of the quest for 
peace; Israel’s right to sovereignty 
over Judea and Samaria; continua- 
tion of settlement activity; no 
removal of settlements from the 
Golan Heights or abandoning of 
that area; free education from age 
three onwards; and the provisions 
of rental housing for persons unable 
or unwilling to purchase their 
home. 

Political Reporter Sarah Honlg 
writes: 

Prime Minister Begin is certain 
that he will present his new govern- 
ment to the Knesset for approval on 
Tuesday, just one day before the ex- 
piration of the three-week period al- 
lotted him to put his coalition 
together. 

In an informal meeting with top 
Defence Ministry personnel on Fri- 
day, Begin reportedly bade them 
farewell and said that this was his 
last conference with them in his 
capacity of defence minister. As of 
next Tuesday, he told the staff, they 
would be working with a new 
minister — Ariel Sharon. 

At one stage last week some 
observers believed there was a 
strong chance that Mr. Begin would 
fail in the coalition efforts. Sources 
close to the prime minister attribute 
a sudden change in the situation to 
the fact that “all the small parties 
realize that the time is running out 
for brinkmanship exercises. If they 
don’t get reasonable in a hurry, they 
will have to face the unpleasant 
alternative or early elections.’* 

Begin conferred' privately with 
Tami's Aharon Abuhatzeira late 
Thursday night, following a gather- 
v ing in his home of leaders of all 
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potential coalition parties. In that 
talk he is said to have stressed to 
Abuhatzeira the need to relinquish' 
the Religious Affairs portfolio and 
hand it over to the NRP. 

Abuhatzeira was said to have 
been ready, in effect, to accept the 
Labour and Social Affairs portfolio 
— if a suitable position is found to 
compensate his No. 2 man, Aharon 
Uzan. 

... Uzan had hinted that his loyalty 
to the new coalition hinges on his 
getting a portfolio of his own, but 
Begin again stressed that this is out 
of the question. 

Likud sources now believe that 
the impasse could be broken by mak- 
ing Tami's third MK, Ben-Zion 
Rubin, deputy to Abuhatzeira and 
by awarding Uzan a deputy 
ministerial post elsewhere, possibly 
in the Absorption Ministry. 

Lea Levari writes: 

Shimon Peres' leadership or the 
Labour Party should be submitted 
to a vote of confidence inside the 
party before the next general elec- 
tions are held, according to top 
party official MK Gad Ya'acobl. 

Ya’acobi said" he doubted Per* 1 
could form a government under ex- 
isting conditions, even if Begin 
would give up and the President of- 
fered Peres the chance. Therefore, 
he said, the party should spend time 
working out its political programme 
for the future and not merely wail 
for new elections. 

Asked- during a Friday interview 
on Israel Radio If Peres and other 
party leaders should step down 
because of the mistakes made dur- 
ing the last campaign, Ya'acobi said' 

"Of course, before the next elec- 
tions, all of us will have to pass the 
democratic test of elections within 
the party by secret ballot." 

The Labour Party wili-have to do 
some sou|-searghiug and house- 
cleaning, Ya'acobi said. Some of the 
factors which kept , the Alignment 
from victory were beyond Labour's 
control, he said, citing the bombing, 
of the Iraqi reactor and Finance 
Minister Yoram Aridor’s economic 
policies. But he admitted, thaf mis- 
takes were made which' could have 
been prevented. : ' .1 
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Aridor plans to replace Bank chief 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
Post Economic Reporter 

Finance Minister Yoram 
Aridor and Bank of Israel 
Governor Arnon Gafny are in a 
head-on collision on several 
central economic issues, with 
Aridor determined to replace 
Gafny in his post when the 
governor's five-year term ex- 
pires in three months. 

The most immediate of the issues 
on which the two disagree is that of 
the rate of the devaluation of the 
shekel. The Jerusalem Post has 
learned that Aridor has asked 
Gafny to slow the rate of devalua- 
tion, but the bank governor has 
refused. 

The power to determine the rate 
of devaluation was shifted from the 
Treasury to the Bank of Israel as 
part or the Likud government’s new 
economic policy of October 1977. 

The Post has also learned that the 
rate of devaluation of the shekel can 
be expected to be slowed significantly 
when Gafny steps down and Is 
replaced by a governor whose views 
are more compatible with those of the 
finance minister. 

Gafny, on the other hand, told 
The Post that Aridor’s policy would 
further harm the economy, because 
only by devaluation can Israeli ex- 
porters be compensated. 

Aridor said he was aware of the 
fact that a slowed devaluation rate 
would be detrimental to Israel's 
balance of payments. However, he 
said, “that is the price we must pay 
in order to slow down inflation." 

Aside from purely economic con- 
sequences, “it is unthinkable that 
the Bank of Israel should be pursu- 
ing a policy of its own that is 
diametrically opposed to that of the 
Finance Ministry." Aridor said. 

Relations between Aridor and 
Gafny reached a nadir last week 
with the publication of the later's 
report on the rise in the means of 



Amon Gafny 

payment. 

In the report, Gafny strongly 
criticizes the government for its 
economic policy of the past half- 
year, which, he says, has entailed a 
sharp increase in governmental 
spending, a widening gap between 
governmental income from taxes 
and its spending, a rise in private 
consumption, and a deterioration in 
the balance-of-payments situation. 

He warns that if the government 
does not promptly take steps to 
reverse all the above, Aridor's “sole 
accomplishment" to date as finance 
minister, the reduction of the rate of 
inflation, will be "obliterated," and 
the balance-of-payments situation 
will get worse yel. 

Gafny recommends, among other 
things, that the government cut its 
spending according to a planned 
programme, and not by freeze 
orders such as those it issued 
recently; that it gradually raise the 
prices of subsidized commodities, 
especially fuel; and that it put 
restraints on credit. 

Aridor commented to The Post 
that Gafny's report only under- 
scores his; the finance minister's, 
achievements — first and foremost 
being the slowed inflationary rate. 

Furthermore, the report notes the 
increased collection of taxes in real 
terms, the increased export of in- 
dustrial products, the lowered in- 
terest rate, the drop in unemploy- 
ment, and the decrease in the com- 
mercial deficit in nominal terms. 


Above all, Aridor said, in- 
flationary expectations have ; 
declined. 

Aridor also^ays that encouraging 
export by means of the exchange 1 
rate, as proposed by the Bank of 
Israel, is a prescription for a “dizzy- 1 
ing inflation" — that is, a rise in the 
price of imports, which will lead to a 1 
rise in the prices of commodities. 

Earlier last week Aridor notified 
Gafny that he is not reappointing 
the bank's two deputy governors, 
and that new appointments will be 
made only after the new govern- 
ment is formed. 

The terms of office of Dr. Eliezer 
Sheffcr and Dr. Zvi Sussman ended 
last week after decades of service 
with the bank. 

Aridor’s decision, reached after 
consultations with Prime Minister 
Menachcm Begin, runs counter to 
Gafny's recommendation to extend 
the appointments of Shcffer and 
Sussman. Begin took a pivotal role 
in making the final decision. 

In an interview with 
The Jerusalem Post Gafny 
stressed the importance* of 
choosing deputy governors on the 
basis of their professional qualifica- 
tions, as the outgoing deputies were 
selected. This precedent serves not 
only the Bank of Israel, but also the 
people or Israel. 

The bunk governor said that the 
Bank of Israel functions as a 
counterweight to the Treasury in 
the planning and execution of 
economic policy, basing its actions 
on purely professional, rather than 
on political, considerations. This 
holds true or central banks 
throughout the world. 

Regarding the two outgoing 
deputies. Gafny had high praise for 
their recognized expertise in the 
fields of economic and monetary 
policy. Both Sheffer and Sussman 
have impeccable professional 
records, he said. 
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By ASHER WALLFISH 
Post Knesset Reporter 

Speaker Menahem Savidor has 
made sure the Tenth Knesset finally 
earns its keep this week by sitting 
for its usual three' working days — 
Monday through Wednesday — 
with a full agenda. 

Savidor gave The Jerusalem Post 
this week's agenda, which shows 
the government presenting seven 
new bills on Monday and Tuesday, 
for their first reading, and motions 
for the agenda by MKs on Wednes- 
day. 

The bills cover military justice, 
slum clearance, treatment by hyp- 
nosis, interest and price index 
linkage in judgments on damages, 
compensation for absentee property 
owners, and two matters affecting 
the Bar Association. 

The House sitting of July 29 was 
cancelled by Savidor because the 
deputy spenkers and the commit- 
tees hud not yet been chosen, so 
there was nothing on the agenda yet 
which could be taken up by the 
plenum. 

Two Alignment MKs, Moshe 
Shahal and Yosef Sarid, wrote to 
Savidor complaining that the Knes- 
set had done nothing in its first two 
weeks. The government delibrately 
wanted to paralyze the Knesset, 
they charged. 

Shahal and Sarid wrote: “The 
Knesset members get their salaries 
for doing nothing. They are being 
turned into Tree-loaders." They 
blamed Savidor. 

The speaker told The Post: 
“There would have been no need 
to cancel the session, if the 
government -had not been so slow 
about tabling these seven bills, 
which were all ready anyway. Hie 
bills had to wait 48 hours between 
tabling and the first reading, 
because the Knesset has no commit- 
tees to waive the statutory 48-hour 
delay. 1 do not understand why the 
government could not have tabled 
its bills." 

The speaker said the inactivity of 
the Tenth Knesset during its first 


Yosef Sarid, Alignment... "tamed 
Into Tree-loaders.’* 

fortnight was “a blow at parliamen- 
tary prestige in the eyes of the 
public and a waste of money as well, 
with MKs getting their salaries as 
usual and the building operating 
fully-staffed and fully-serviced as 
usual." 

He said that the popular demand 
for a debate on the cease-fire in 
Lebanon would be satisfied once 
the new government was presented. 
"I think Prime Minister Mcnachem 
Begin understands that an urgent 
debate on the Lebanon cease-fire is 
inevitable," Savidor said. 

Savidor said that whereas the 
principle of constitutional con- 
tinuity in government ensured that 
the country was always ruled by a 
cabinet with full powers, the 
absence of a continuity principle in 
parliamentary life had proven very 
troublesome at the start of the 
Tenth Knesset. 

“The parliamentarians who 
legislated the Basic Law: Knesset 
and the House Rules (takanon 
haknesset) never envisaged a situa- 
tion of near-equilibrium between 
two big parties, which has paralyzed 
the Tenth Knesset and prevented 
the formation of the committees 
and the election of-- deputy 
speakers." he said. "1 shall propose 
amending the law to avoid such 
paralysis again." 

In the last elections, on June 30. 
the Likud won 48 scats while the 
Alignment won 47. In a subsequent 
move, the Civil Rights Movement 
joined the Alignment as an 
autonomous adjunct, giving the 
Alignment one more seat. 


Northern Galilee gets down to normal life again 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Life was slowly returning to nor- 
mal in the Galilee last week, follow- 
ing the ceasefire agreement reached 
on July 24 which brought to an end 
almost two weeks of Katyusha and 
artillery shelling. 

In Nahariya, it was back to work 
but not yet back to play. - 

Although the industrial plants, 
employing some 3,000 workers, 
were trying to make up for 
time lost in the shelters, 
the hotels and boarding-houses 
were still virtually empty “at the 
height of the season," as a hotelier 
pointed out. Hopes are high that 
Israeli holidaymakers will come to 
Nahariya. where they will receive 
reductions of up to 25 per cent and 
other boons and, incidentally, show 
their solidarity, by filling hotel 
rooms foreign tourists have cancel- 
led. 

"We are still in an interregnum. 
The newsmen have gone and the 
holidaymakers have not come yet," 
Nan Oppenheimer, manager of the 
Penguin Restaurant told The 
Jerusalem Post. “On the day follow- 
ing the cease-fire we were busy 
serving Nahariyans out of their 
shelters at last, but few guests. To- 
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day i( is still a little slow.” 

The streets are bustling again and 
the beach is doing good business, 
though not yet normal. It is hard 
however, to find a Nahariyan who 
believes the cease-fire will last. 

The general manager of a factory 
that received a direct hit on its 
power. transformer said that Electric 
Corporation workers had put it 
back. to. work in 48 hours. The fac- 
tory is back to full production and 
he! has already received a cheque 
for one. million shekels from the 
Treasury in .damage compensation. 
“They have promised to compen- 
sate for indifecl damage of produc- 
tion losses too," he said hopefully. 

Yosef Sadeh, manager of the 
Frank Hotel and chairman of the 
local hoteliers association, said he 
plans ah appeal, to Jewish 
communities abroad to demonstrate 
their solidarity by spending their 
holidays in Nahairya this year. 

In a sKo* of solidarity with 
Israelis in the North, thousands of 
members of. peace activist Abie 
Nathan's volunteer corps (“Abie’s 
angels") embarked on a pilgrimage 
of goodwill id towns and settlements 
on the northern border In a convoy 
of 50 buses. * 

"I Ye visited Galilee and the peo- 


ple there don’t need toys or money; 
they are proud, but lonely. We will 
show them that we are all one 
nation," Peace Ship owner Abie 
Nathan said. 

Nathan and his convoy travelled 
from Kiryat Shmona to Margaliyot, 
Misgav Am, Shloml and Nahariya, 
distributing flags and flowers to the 
residents. 

' I n Jerusalem, the formulas for the 
initial compensation payments to 
industry, trade and services which 
suffered lossewin the recent shelling 
of the Upper Galilee have been set 
by officials of the Treasury and the> 
Ministry of Industry, Trade and 
Tourism. 

They decided that industries 
. which sulTered losses will be given 
advances equal to the amount of 
salaries for work days lost during 
the shelling. 

For hotels, the advances will be 
: set at half of each hotel's receipts 
for the first half of July, less the in- 
come received in the second half of 
the month. 

For trade and services, jt was 
decided that the initial payment will 
cover losses incurred starting from 
the second day of the shelling. Nor- 
mally compensation begins only 
after seven days of business, losses. 


In addition to Nahariya, the 
Galilee towns of Shlomi and Ma'a- 
lot. have been recommended to 
receive the status of urban border 
settlements, retroactive to Juiy 9. 

At first, it was decided only to 
recommend the change in status for 
Nahariya. However, during the 
thorough appraisal of damages fol- 
lowing the cease-fire, it was deter- 
mined that both Shlomi and Ma'alot 
deserve the special damage cpm- 
pensatibn that, the new status' en- 
tails. . 1 '■!' 

In Kiryat Shmona, the town’s ap- 
pointed committee withdrew the 
dismissal notices it sent to five 
municipality workers for leaving the 
town during the shelling. 

The decision was taken after the 
matter was. discussed with each of 
the workers .separately by a com- 
mission consisting of represen- 
tatives of the local labour council, 
the municipal staff committee, and 
the chairman of the appointed com- 
mittee. 

The labour council had 
demunded yesterday that the ap- 
pointed committee rescind its deci- 
sion to suspend the municipal of- 
ficials. 

Labour Council secretary 
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Michael Ya'acobi said he believed 
all officials involved should have 
stayed in town, but said that neither 
the government nor die local ad- 
ministrative committee had done 
enough to prevent the situation 
from occurring. 

"There were nol enough shelters 
and people were forced to leave." 
said the secretary. 

The parents' committee in Kiryat 
Shmona has voted to boycott the 
' opening of the school year next 
month, claiming that the govern- 
ment has failed to supply ihe town 
with sorely adequate bomb shelters. 

Committee chairman Albert 
Aifasi said lust week that Prime 
Minister - Mcnachem Begin and 
Deputy Defence Minister 
Mordechai Zipori hud both pledged 
that Kiryat Shmonu's shelters would 
be improved and expanded, but (hat 
these promises hove not been kept. 

The heads of settlements in the 
Gulilee panhandle also complained 
yesterday or a severe shortage of 
bomb shelters and security rooms. 

Zipori. who visited some of the 
settlements lust week, promised to 
do all he could to avoid 
burenucrucy and to have the 
shelters built as quickly as possible. 
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HERE AND ABROAD 


Iraq alleges: Israel-Iran arms deal ^ of Jeniaalem ’ at 101 


WASHINGTON. — The Iraqi 
government alleged at the weekend 
that Israel was sending American 
weapons and spare parts to Iran 
with (he knowledge and approval of 
the U.S. 

It said an Argentinian cargo plane 
which crashed in the Soviet Union 


on July II was carrying weapons Amsterdam. 


before it crashed. Tass. the Soviet 
news agency, said the plane collided ‘ 
with a Soviet aircraft which had or- 
dered it to land. 

Dutch authorities said the plane, 
bound for Iran, had reported trou- 
ble with its radar-tracking device 
immediately after takeoff from 


from Israel to Iran. 

Iraq on Friday summoned the 
American diplomat in charge of the 
U.S. interest section of the Belgian 
Embassy to protest against the ship- 
ments. Iraq severed diplomatic rela- 
tions with the U.S. after the 1967 Six 
Day War. 

Iraqi Foreign Ministry officials 
also mei Arab ambassadors in 
Baghdad to outline the details of the 
“existing cooperation between 
Israel and Iran," the state-run Iraqi 
news agency said. 

It said the ambassadors were told 
that the U.S. was of iatc giving 
Israel more than it needs* and thus 
allowing for the surplus weaponry 
to be sent to Iran. 

“We believe that the United 
Slates is aware of this, and is in 
agreement with what is happening,'* 
the Arab ambassadors were (old, 
according to the agency. 

. It said the ill-fated Argentinian 
plane had made three trips to Iran 


According to information from 
Western Europe, the charter com- 
pany that owned the plane had a 
reputation for dealing with un- 
orthodox, high-risk operations. 


The Iranian self-interest is ap- 
parent. Cut off from American sup- 
plies of arms by its own choice and 
then by a total embargo, Iran has 
been able to buy some un- 
sophisticated arms on the inter- 
national market, but only at extor- 
tionist prices. 

Suddenly faced with a war with 
Iraq that is now dragging into its 
llth month, Iran's military leaders 
found their nation facing a survival | 
situation. In desperation, the | 
military leaders revived the Israeli j 


The story is subject to military connection (both nations use 
censorship in Israel, and reporters American-made M-60 tanks and F- 
who have tried to send out stories 4 Phantom jets, for example), 
on the subject of an Israeli-Iranian U.S. sources say (hat for Israel, 
connection in the past have not sue- selling the ammunition and some 


ceeded. 

The U.S. State Department says 


tank and plane parts is a quick and 
easy way to earn a lot of 


only, “We are not aware of any desperately-needed hard currency, 
arms going from Israel to Iran." The actual transaction is handled by 
But other government officials non-governmental Israeli firms, 
have been aware of such an arms usually through brokers in Amster- 


connection for many years. 

They say the link between the 


dam, the sources said. 

Israel selling arms to a fanatically 


Rabbi Alwan Avidani, the 
revered leader of Jerusalem's Kur- 
dish community, died here last 
week at the age of 101 and was 
buried at the Mount of Olives 
cemetery. 

Rabbi Avidani served for many 
years as rabbi of Amadiah, in Kur- 
distan. When conditions became 
difficult for Jews in Arab lands fol- 
lowing the 1929 riots in Palestine, he 
was instrumental in organizing the 
departure of scores of Jewish 
families who eventually arrived in 
this country, 

He settled with his family in the 
Old City of Jerusalem in 1932, and 
persuaded the elders of the Kur- 
dish community to build a syn- 
agogue in the Zichron Yoseph 
quarter outside the walls. He 
himself moved there and taught in 
the Talmud Tora attached to the 
synagogue. 

Rabbi Avidani was for over half a 
century the central figure of the 
Kurdish community in Israel — 
teaching, arbitrating disputes, com- 




, I 
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forting in sorrow, and rejoicing in 
celebrations. Despite his venerable 
age, he continued to serve as haztm, 
shohet, mbhel, and darshan. He 
wrote a commentary on the pen- 
lateuch and other works. 

He lived modestly in a liny one- 
room flat, and had 14 children and 
many grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren. 

A most popular figure, he was 
made a Jerusalem worthy in 1971. 

(A.Z.) 


military establishments and inlel- anti-Zionist regime such as Iran's 
ligcnce organizations of both seems self-destructive, except in the 
countries has survived the fall of the logic of international politics where 
shah, with slight interruption caused “the enemy of my enemy is my 
by the chaos of the Iranian revolu- friend.'' One U.S. official suggests a 
lion, and that it is a case of both na- principal motive behind Israel’s 
lions “holding their noses and arms sales has been to prevent an 
acting in their own self-interest." Iraqi victory. 


Yitzhak Shubinsky, pioneer car-builder 


History of Sephardi Jews 


By JUDY SIEGEL . -m 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
Veteran Sephardi leader Eliahu : 
Eliachar has established a IS2.5 mil- 
lion fund to finance the writing of a 
history of Sephardi and Oriental 
Jews since the expulsion from Spain 
in’ 1492. hyg 

The establishment of the fund, to 
be named for ELiachar and his wife ft . 
Hava, was announced on Friday at L&s. 
Beit Hanassi, the president's 
residence. The nonagenarian 
Eliachar, who traces his ancestry in 
this country back to 1485, arrived in 
a wheelchair, accompanied by ^ re 
members of his family. plann 

The writing of the history, which neede 
will include the contributions of injust 
Sephardim to the Land of Israel, Sephi 
will be supervised by a committee of tions. 
the Hebrew University, the World Ba 
Sephardi Federation and the resea 


pm/' 4 

rSc. -nwo 


EU&hu Eliachar 

President Yitzhak Navon said the 
planned historical work is much 
needed, because “something of an 
injustice" has been done regarding 
Sephardi history and conlribu- 


Blind man wins 
Israel Bible Quiz 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 

A 43-year-old blind man from 
Acre will represent Israel this year 
at the International Bible Quiz, to 
be held in Jerusalem next month. 

Moroccan-born Aharon Ben- 
Shoshun, a father of four and a 
graduate of a yeshiva, was selected 
to represent this country at a com- 
petition held last week in Tel Aviv. 

Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin, who had urged resumption of 
the quiz after a long hiatus, was on 
hand to congratulate the winner. 

Ben-Shoshan topped II other Bi- 
ble scholars, who were selected 
from 250 contestants who took writ- 
ten tests on the local level. 

The International Bible Quiz will 
bring together dozens of Bible 


Yitzhak Shubinsky, pioneer of 
Israel's automobile industry, died in 
Haifa last week at the age of 67. 

Born in Poland, Shubinsky 
came to this country at the age 
of 18 and first worked as a civil 
servant in Haifa's port. He then 
went into the import- ex port 
business. By the time the state was 
established he was determined that 
Israel should assemble its own 
automobiles, using imported 
engines and fibreglass bodies. He 
even advocated that only such 
automobiles should be allowed in 
Israel. 

Shubinsky eventually became 
managing director of Autocars, 
which assembled Situs, Carmcls and 
other models which sold well here 
for many years. 

The firm eventually collapsed, 
however, due to a combination of 



under-capitalization, reduced tariff 
protection and over-extended 
development schemes. Autocars 
and Sliubjnsky’s Til Company were 
sold off iti (971 to British and local 
firms. (A.Z.I 


Dr. E. Superstein of Hadassah, at 55 


Basing himself on genealogical enthusiasts — most of them non- 
research done by his sister Mazal, Jewish — from around the world. 


Sephardi Council- in Jerusalem, the president also disclosed that ' ■■■. ■ — 

which Eliachar headed for many Eliachar had been responsible for Greetings to Moslems 

years. The group began working the match between Navon' s K , 

when Eliachar founded Misgav parents, and that the histories of the n • Navon and 

Jerusalem, an institute on Sephardi Navon and Eliachar families fre- , , . me Minister Menachem Begin 
culture, after the Six Day War. quemly intertwined. 1 ast B re ^ted Israel s Moslems 


The Director of Pharmacy Ser- 
vices of the Hadassah Medical 
Organization, Dr. Edward Supers- 
tein, died last week of a heart at- 
tack while on sabbatical in the U.S. 
He was 55. 

Superstein was born in Detroit, 
Michigan in 1926, and since coming 


to lsrucl in I960, had served as 
director of pharmacy services ai 
Hadassah in Ein Kcrcm. He was 
also a senior lecturer in the 
Hadiissah-Hchrcw University 
School of Pharmacy and wns active 
in the International Federation of 
Clinical Pharmacists. 


Histadrut agrees to 100% C-o-L linkage 

Post Economic Reporter dustries. which were n6t included in 

The Histadrut last week agreed the Treasury proposal! 
to the Treasury's proposal to Fully Manufacturers A ssobiation Presi- 


on l th^occasion^ of 'the 8 1 ^ ei-Fhr Handicapped sportsmen at world games 

weekend of^he month* ong fos^of The world games of the handicap- Only an inferior points tally 

Ramadan 8 ped opened at the newly built deprived him of the gold, 

in flHHiiinn thfl vntnnp^c nf an stadium near Stoke-M andeville Thn hncL'»tW'>n,m Hn<vn in 


Ramadan. 

- in addition, the sentences of 40 


to the Treasury's proposal to fully Manufacturers Assobiation Presi- ?i her Gazan prisoners -■ of whom 
link wages to the consumer price in- dent- Avraham Shavit said earlier 32 arc '^Prisoned for security 
dex, compensating workers at a rau* lost weak that management's roof f casoas "J 1 ” 118 ° f ' 

of 100 per cent Tor price rises, rather organization, the Coordinating fences — will l be reAiced. 
than the present 80 per cent. Commiite of Economic Organiza- In Bg0 ? dwi 1 gcsuire to Egypt on 

B ut the Histadrut also insisted on lions, will not agree to full linkage the ^^asion, Israeli authorities last 

additional special wngc rises and of salaries to the consumer price in- w * ek dec,d ® d J° [ ree 34 Gazan 
raises for individual factories or in- dcx. pnsoners, 12 of whom had been 


jailed for security offences. 


hospital in England last week with 
the participation of some 1,200 
sportsmen from 42 countries, 
among them 28 from Israel. 

Other Middle East participants 
are Egypt, Sudan, Kuwait, Jordan 
and Bahrein. 

The stadium is named after the 
late Dr. Ludwig Guttmann, who in- 


Only an inferior points tally 
deprived him of the gold. 

The basketballcrs went -down in 
their final qualifying zone mal?.h to 
France by 70 points to 50, but the 
reserve baskelballers' team were ini 
good spirits after notching up theirj 
first victory of the tournament inj 
another group. They beat Hong 
Kong 90-54. 

There was nearly another medal 
for the Israel team when in the 


Our beloved husband, father and grandfather 

JULIUS STREET! 

passed away In Baltimore, Maryland 
on Tuesday, July 28, 1981 (26th Tammuz 5741) 
after a short Illness. 

The Family 


lahntlnnlr v j ,tialcd r the 11 . ide u of intcrnat '°nal javelin throw, Nahum Wolf 

* Jabotinsky remembered games for the physically handicap- edged out of the bronze finishing 

lnfiioflUfM (1 a. 4 I era At hat* i ■ . • „ . .f 


Jerusalem Post Reporter P ed - Israel has participated in the 
Prime Minister Menachem Begin games s ' nce *952. 
and President Yitzhak Navon last lsracl ca Ptured a second gold and 
week joined cabinet ministers, Qn ° lh ® r silver at the Games at the 
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J Knesset Members and relatives at a ?" d ' ast week. Marksman Meir 
memorial ceremony, at Mount ” arush a B a in struck gold when, in 
Hcrzl Cemetery in Jerusalem lae kneeling position, he amassed 
marking the 41st anniversary of the ^ points, 15 ahead, of a Dutch 
1 death or Ze'ev Jabotinsky, founder conlen£ fer for the top place, 
or the Zionist Revisionist move- Fencer Sasson Aharoni took his 
menl. Veteran Revisionist leader second silver of the Games in the 
Yosef Klarman and the prime sabre event after beating fencers 
I minister laid a wreath at the tomb, from Britain, Belgium and Holland. 
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fourth with his best distance .of 
24.80 metres. Aharon Farkas-b* 5 
reached the quarter finals''# 
table tennis asnd-swfmmer David 
Altoni qualified for the 25 m. 
freestyle swimming final. 

After initial cool reIatio fl j 
between the Israel sportsmen and 
some teams from Arab countries 
the ice has thawed and friendly con* 
tacts have been established with ™' 
low participants from Jordan and 
Bahrein. 
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BEGIN’S remarkable power over 
the public was in evidence again at 
Kiryat Shmona, when he paid a 
brief visit to the shell-battered town 
before the cease-fire and was 
greeted by cries of “Begin, Begin.” 
That may have been, the reason 
that the premier was so buoyant 
later in the week, when he told a 
Likud rally in Bat Yam that “In my 
58 years of public speaking, I have 
never encountered such 
enthusiastic audiences" as in the re- 
cent campaign. He also testified to 
the therapeutic value of elec- 
tioneering, saying that the campaign 
“did my health a world of good.” 
The prime minister apparently 
didn’t notice that many Kiryat 
Shmonans were not around when he 
praised “the marvellously high 
morale” he found in the shelters. 

One reason for that morale was 
the massive help provided by the 
army. Military welfare workers “in- 
vaded" the town after the chief of 
staff, Ruv-AluT Raphael (Raful) 
Eltan saw the ravages of the mini- 
war of attrition. 

WHO SAYS that ex-military men 
arc hawkish? According to recent 
reports, the two cx-generals in 
Premier Menachem Rcgin's govern- 
ment — Deputy Premier (and Rav- 
Aluf, res.) Yigael Yadln and 
Agriculture Minister (and Aluf, 
res.) Ariel Sharon were in the 
minority, together with Interior 
Minister Dr. Yosef Burg, in op- 
posing the Beirut bombing. On the 
other hand, such non-military types 


Politics as health therapy 


as Justice Minister Moshe Nlsslm 
and Health Minister Eliezer Shostak 
were in favour of the raid. 

But Sharon, the defence minister- 
apparent if Begin forms a new 
government, may have reverted to 
his hawkish image later, when he 
was the only minister to vote against 
the cease-fire proposal. 

NOW WE KNOW what’s to blame 
for American displeasure. It is not 
Begin's election campaign attacks 
on Defence Secretary Caspar Wein- ' 
berger and not the timing of the 
Beirut raid on the eve of President 
Ronald Reagan's participating in the 
Montreal summit: the culprit is 
none other than Israel's press. 
That's the scapegoat pinpointed by 
Energy Minister Yitzhak Moda'I 
when talking to Bar-Man University 
students last week. He said that 
U.S. olTiciuls had quoted liberally 
from critical articles in Israeli 
newspapers. Who was it who broke 
the mirror becftusc the image wns 
not to the viewer’s liking? 
HOUSING MINISTER David 
Levy was reportedly not overjoyed 
to hear of Begin's design to uppoinl 
Moshe Katzav as deputy minister in 
charge of Project Renewal, not only 
removing part of his authority but 
building up a prospective party 
rival. Such un appointment for Kat- 
zav, who is a popular MK on both 



Joan McWhirter meets Israel's President Navon at the Jerusalem Book 
Fair. Mayor Teddy Kollek introducing her said "Joan does more than 
anyone for Jerusalem." 

Joan — "Don’t believe itl" 


Tape 1 — Journey to Jerusalem Side A 

Christmas in Bethlehem Side B 

Joan McWhfrter's "Journey to Jarutafam" fs a place of 
exquisite reporting... 

Tape 2 — Jerusalem Undivided City Both sides 

"Captures a sense of the Biblical essence, lyricism and 
drama that pervades tha Holy City. Not the least of her 
attributes, listeners report. Is her mellifluous spaeklng 
voice." 

Tape 3 — Open letter to the U.S. President Side A 

The truth about the refugees Side B 

"Open Letter to the President and her cassette disclosing 
the truth re tha Palestinians are magnificent efforts to save 
the world from a major realm of distortion and Injustice." 

SPECIAL OFFER 

With each order a free gift copy (value $1) wilt be sent of the August issue 
of ISRAEL SCENE, the dynamic Zionist monthly colour cover end 32 pages 
of art paper, containing special features and photos of the international 
Christian Embassy Jerusalem 


Each tape only $5; $1 extra each, for airmail. 


•To: The Jerusalem Post. P.O.B. 81, Jerusalem 91 000. larael. 

Please send me the following osssatta tapes by Joan McWhirter. My cheque la 
enclosed. 

Tapa 1 Tape 2 Tape 3 


NAME ADDRESS. 


PUBLIC FACES / Mark Segal 







Ariel Sharon... who's a hawk? 

sides of (he house, would be widely 
welcomed. At the latest Herut 
caubus meeting. Begin gave a per- 
sona! reason for prefering the 
Kiryat Mnlachi council chairman: 
"I remember years ago during my 
rullies in Kiryat Mulachi when 
Moshe was only four years old, yet 
he stood there in the crowd ap- 
plauding "Begin, Begin" with the 
rest..." 

IT IS NOW five weeks since 
Yu'acov Meridnr, Begin's would-be 
heir, made his sensational claim to 
discovering a new source or energy. 
Nu? 

Meanwhile, Me rider's group has 
extended its operations in a take- 


over of Daphna Tours. When 
Meridor, Begin's future economic 
czar, was asked by a reporter to 
comment on whether his firm would 
pay the group's debts, he advised 
the newsman to ask his partner, 
lawyer Avraham Ne’eman, declaring 
airily: “I never deal with such trivial 
details, only with transactions over 
a million dollars...” 

A LL 1 8 Libera] M Ks were surprised 
to find in their cubby holes a yar- 
mulke with the inscription: '* Yoled 
Tov Liberaiim" (instead of Yefed Tov 
Yerushalayirnf as a reminder of their 
shift away from the original party 
stand against the religious parties' 
demands. The sender was party 
youth leader Avraham (Frllzi) Fried, 
who included an imaginary 
legislative timetable with a Knesset 
debate on how to apply the biblical 
injunction of stoning adulterers. 

AS LABOUR continues to study 
where things wem wrong. Abba 
Kbnn reculled that after Adlal 
Stevenson lost the presidential elec- 
tions, he commissioned a survey 
costing $100,000 into the cause of 
his defeat. The 300-page tome 
began with the sentence: “The inuin 
reason why you lost was because 
you did not get enough votes..." 

A VIABLE government coalition 
could have been formed from the 
political forces represented at the 
lavish 42nd birthday party held 


recently in Kfar Shmaryahu 
by Wall Street lawyer Leon C'harney. 
They included his best pal and 
partner E»r Wdzrain, Labour's ex* 
Premier Yitzhak Rabin, Liberal 
Energy Minister Moda'i and 
two of his parly lieutenants, 
new MKs Tel Aviv Deputy 
Mayor David Shlfman and Pinhas 
Goldstein, and Telem’s legal brain 
Ram Caspl. There were ex-generals 
galore like Motti Hod and L'rl Ben- 
Arl, plus many business associates 
of Ch.W. Ltd. (Charney-Weizman). 
particularly their partner, real 
estate man and auto importer Rami 
Unger who hosted the party, and 
Avinoam Tocatly. whose Arieh in- 
surance firm is involved in the 
Ch.W. purchase of the Rassco 
Towers project. After midnight 
Charney entertained his guests with 
works of hazanui. together with 
singer Mike Burstvn. 

BRITISH AMBASSADOR Patrick 
Moberly held his first reception at 
the Ramat Gan residence last 
week to celebrate the royal wed- 
ding. 

Moberly made an auspicious 
debut on the media here when 
greeting army radio listeners to the 
Tuesday evening newsreel in halting 
■ Hebrew acquired in the mid«7Qs 
during his term here as commercial 
attache. Before explaining "the joy 
and happiness caused us" by the 
royal wadding, he sought to explain 
away a possible meeting between 
his boss. Lord Carrington. and PLO 
chief Yasser Arafat. 




OWN A LIFETIME 
VACATION VILLA AT THE 
EILAT CLUB HOTEL 
FROM ONLY $ 2700. 


Why buy the whole cake when all you 
want is a slice? That's what Time Sharing 
is all about. It's the chance to purchase 
just the amount of time you want a holi- 
day home for - sharing the price with 
other owners - thereby paying a fraction 
of the cost. And in Israel, Time Share 
prices are still tower than comparable 
resorts abroad — a week per year for the 
rest of your life starts at $2700. You 
can even exchange your holiday in 250 
resorts worldwide. There's no better place 
to Time Share than Eilat, Israel's desert 
Riviera, with its year-round sun and 
exotic excitement. The Eilat Club Hotel 
Holiday Village has it all - beautifully 
furnished villas, fine restaurants, night- 
clubs, sophisticated travellers . . . every- 
thing you could possibly want in a ■ 
vacation at a price you can't afford not I 
to afford. i 


/ TEL AVIV, 18, RIVAL ST. 67778 NAME 
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Tel: (03)331261, 

JERUSALEM, 33 KING GEORGE ST 94261 
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HOME NEWS 




Air base head leaves after Jewish deaf 
alleged anti-Semitic remark meet here 


By JEFFREY HELLER 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

TEL AVIV. — The anti-Semitic 
remark allegedly made by the 
former administrative head of the 
U.S. company building the Ramon 
air base was not the first incident of 
its kind at the construction site. 

The Defence Ministry last week' 
confirmed it had requested that 
Donald Bast be removed from his 
position following an inquiry into 
complaints that he made an anti- 
Semitic remark. Bast allegedly told 
(he wife of an American Jewish 
engineer at Ramon that “Hitler 
should have finished what he 
started.” 

A spokeswoman for the A.B.C. 
(Airbase Constructions) company, 
under contract to the US. army 
Corp of Engineers, said “Bast is no 
longer working at A.B.C. and we 
understand he left the country on 
Thursday.'* The spokeswoman 


declined to comment on whether , 
Bast had actually made the remark 
or not. 

The Jerusalem Post was told that 
while this was the first time the 
Defence Ministry exercised its op- 
tion to ask the corps to replace an 
A.B.C. employee, It was not the first 
incident of anti-Semitism at Ramon. 
Swastikas were found daubed on 
buildings at the construction site 
when work there first started in 
1979, a reliable source told The Post. 
Since then, however, no similar in- 
cidents have been reported. 

The dismissal of Bast followed a 
complaint made by the American 
Jewish engineer to an Israeli officer 
at the site, claiming that Bast made 
the anti-Semitic comment during an 
argument, apparently over the right 
of engineers' families to remain at 
Ramon and use company facilities. 

A.B.C. has not yet appointed a 
permanent replacement for Bast, 
the company spokeswoman said. 
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The president's wife Oflra Navon gives her son Erez a sendoff shove in 
the midget car in which he is about to receive some pointers on road 
safety In a model intersection set up In Liberty Bell Park in Jerusalem 
last week by the National Council for the Prevention of Accidents in 
cooperation with the police. 

Roman structure discovered 
at Herzliya digging site 


By LEA LEVA VI 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Whether or not 
Jewish law permits a hearing aid to 
be used on the Sabbsdh will be one 
of the topics discussed at the 
Second International Convention 
of Deaf Jews in Jerusalem this] 
week. 

At a press conference here 
last week, Isachar Goldrath, direc- 
tor of the Israel Association of the 
Deaf, explained that these inter- 
national conferences are designed 
to bring deaf Jews in the Diaspora 
closer to Israel. 

“They tend to assimilate even 
more rapidly than other Jews," he 
said, “because in many countries 
services for the deaf are provided by 
churches with missionary motives." 

In many cases, he added, religious 
education is not provided to deaf 
Jewish children, thus increasing the 
likelihood of assimilation. 

The Responsa project at Bar-Uan 
University has compiled commen- 
tary on questions such as whether a 
hearing aid may be used on the Sab- 
bath, whether negotiations by a deaf 
person are valid, and whether a deaf 
person’s marriage or divorce is 
valid, and this material will be dis- 
tributed at the convention, 
Goldrath said. 

Sessions of the convention, all of 
which arc conducted in both 
spoken language and the sign 
languages of the participants from 
various countries, also include 
lectures on rehabilitation, physical 
and psychological aspects of 
deafness and other subjects. 

TA lifeguards 
back at work 

TEL AVIV. — The city’s life-guards 
last week agreed to end their sanc- 
tions and return to full work 
schedu.es. following Mayor Shlomo 
Lahat’s acceptance of virtually all I 
of their demands. 

Lahat told reporters that he had 
agreed to add seven temporary life- 
guards to the 29 permanent ones, 
and to open two more life-guard sta- 
tions at the Frishman and Geula 
beaches, which had been closed this 
year. 

A committee agreed upon by 
both Lahat and the life-guards, who 
are represented by the locai labour 
council, will examine the one 
remaining problem — whether one 
life-guard station can adequately 
guard both male and female religious 
beaches north of the Hilton beach. 



Teddy Kollek, flanked by Mordechai Melr, president of the Israel 
Tennis Federation (ieft) and Rubin Josephs (right), refuses to take his 
admiration for a fine racket to Its logical conclusion. (R&hamim v Israeli) 

Tennis centre in Jerusalem 


By SR AY A SHAPIRO 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

HERZLIYA. — On the northern 
cliff of Herzliya. archeologists have 
been busy digging into the site 
where Rcshef, Apollonia and Arsuf 
once stood, “ft was apparently a 
centre second in importance only to 
Caesarea, sprawling over five or six 
hundred dunams," Dr. Yisrael Roll, 
of Tel Aviv University, told 
reporters Iasi week. 

During the first month of the dig 
which ended the weekend before 
lust, u solid Roman-built 4th cen- 
tury structure hacked deep into the 
flunk of the coastal rock was un- 
covered. "Wc have no idea yet what 
it served for.*' Dr. Roll said. 

Potsherds with Greek, Hebrew 
and Arabic lelLers were found in the 


area. 

“The site was probably settled by 
Phoenician traders some 2,500 years 
ago. Rcshef is the name of a Phoeni- 
cian deity, which the Hellenes iden- 
tified with Apollo, hence the name 
Apollonia. But the Arabs used the 
name Arsuf," Dr. Roll said. 

Roll places hopes in the huge 
Crusader castle, built atop the. 
coastal ridge, hardly 15 metres from 
the water. It is constructed in grey 
worked sandstone, but only the 
typical ogival ceiling of the great 
tower has been uncovered. "Wo 
hope to reach the floor before the 
end of the week, but so far, six 
metres down, it is not yet in sight." 

Arsuf was the site of Richard the 
Lionheart’s surprise victory over 
Saladin's irregulars on September 7, 
1291. 


Teddy Kollek disappointed his 
fans by failing to play a single pet 
last week when the Jerusalem Ten- 
nis Centre was opened in a festive 
ceremony attended by leading 
sports personalities in Israel, tennis 
buffs of all ages from Jerusalem and 
children from the Katamon area, in 
which the courts are sited. Instead, 
(he mayor made a short speech, and 
then presented a handsome trophy 
to Rubin Josephs of the U.S., the 
man who has done so much to bring 
the Jerusalem project to fruition. 

Ya’acov Yona, chairman uf a 
citizens' committee in Katamon, 
made a forceful speech in which he 
insisted that the children of the area 
want no charity, but would pay their 


way according to the best of their 
ability. He then welcomed the 
centre as a facility likely to trans- 
form life for the children in the sub- 
urb. 

The pick of Jerusalem's young 
players, who have learned tennis at 
other courts and in holidays at the 
Tennis Centre in Ramal Hasharon, 
then demonstrated how great is 
(heir potential, in an impressive dis- 
play of all-court tennis. 

Rubin Josephs announced that 
the remaining courts, including the 
centre court, and the main building, 
should be finished by November. 
"Jerusalem will (hen have the mod 
wonderful centre in the country." 


Plans for Maccabiah village 


By JEFFREY HELLER 

TEL AVIV. — Plans are under way 
to establish a Maccabiah village 
near Modi'in, the ancient home site 
of the Maccabees. The village will 
serve as an educational institution 
for Jewish youth from Israel and 
abroad. 

"We reached the conclusion that 
we have to erect a central 
educational centre that will be the 
spiritual and cultural centre of M ac- 
cabi in Israel," Maccabi World 
Union head and Ramat Gan Mayor 
Yisrael Peled said. The institution, 
which will include dormitories, 
sports training facilities, and 100- 
150 housing units for the staff, has 
been alloted a hilltop site in the 
former no-man’s land, opposite 


Moshav Ruth. 

The institution will offer short- 
and long-term courses to Jewish 
youth from abroad to train them to 
become community club leaders 
back home. Israeli Youth Maccabi 
members will also study at the 
centre to prepare themselves for 
emissary duties in the Diaspora. 

The government, Peled said, will 
fund the road, water, and sanitation 
work outside the site, but World 
Maccabi will foot the bill for the 
rest of the on-site costs, helpted by 
a Housing Ministry loan. 

Blueprints are being drawn up 
now, and actual construction will 
begin as soon as the first $1 million 
is ruised, within a year, Peled 
hoped. 


Hoopster star in tax dispute 


Josef Goldschmidt, 74 

Josef Goldschmidt, former MK 
and deputy Minister bf the Interior, 
died on July 25, at the age of 74. 

Born in Frankfurt, Goldschmidt 
was trained in German and English 
universities and started his career as 
a teacher in Jerusalem. He served 
during the Mandate as an inspector 
of religious schools, and following 
the establishment of the stale 
became director of the department 
for religious education in the 
Education Ministry, 

He was elected as a National 
Religious Party Knesset Member in 
1969, and served as deputy minister 
of Interior and chairman of the 
Knesset Law Committee, 
Goldschmidt also served as deputy 
mayor of Jerusalem. 


By PAUL KOHN 

New faces from the U.S. on the 
basketball scene nekt season will in- 
! elude Andy Walker, 26, and Kenny 
Leyanofsky, who will bolster Tel 
Aviv Hapoel, in their traditional 
challenge to Maccabi's hegemony. 
Kurt Nelson, of Santa Clara, and 
Eitan Aharony, also of California, 
will probably play far Ramat Gan 
Hapoel, while Milch Atwood is ex- 
pected to join Holon Hapoel.. 

Haifa Maccabi have set their 
sights on two players from the U.S. 
squad which won the Maccabiah 
gold medal — Willie Sims, 23, and 
David Blau, 22. 

But it is the goings on in and 
around Tel Aviv Maccabi, the 
perennial national and current 
European champions, which have 
stolen the limelight. They will have 
n new look with the departure of 
Shuky Schwartz, who is going to Tel 
Aviv Betar, Shmuel Zysman retur- 
ning to Ramat Gan Maccabi, Jim 
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Boatwright, last year’s captain who- 
has returned to the U.S., and the, 
possible ubsence of Mickey 
Berkowitz. But Howard Lasoff has 
joined the squad from Haifa 
Hapoel, and Americans Earl 
Williams and Aulcie Perry will; 
return. : 

Berkowitz is suing the dub for 
not paying his income tax, ** 
stipulated in his contract, and con- 
sequently wants to be released front, 
the contract so as to be free to play 
elsewhere. . • 

Meanwhile, income tax inspec- 
tors last week impounded property 
belonging to Berkowitz. Th^y arere 
demanding back payirienls of 
IS 133.QCO, plus Interest and linkage, 
for the years 1976 to 1980. The player, 
one of the highest paid on the Israel 
basketball scene, was reported to 
have earned IS330.000 net last year 
directly for his appearances on the 
court plus considerably higher sums 
from business interests. 

— — ~7 
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Anti-Semitism 
has declined 
in the U.S. 

By LEON HADAR 
Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
NEW YORK. — Although anti- 
Semitism remains a serious 
problem, it has declined significant- 
ly in the U.S. in the past two 
decades, according to a survey just 
completed by the opinion research 
firm of Yankelovich, Skelly and 
While. 

At the same time the survey, 
commissioned by the American 
Jewish Committee, indicates that 
there is a substantial increase in the 
number of non-Jews who believe 
that Jews are more loyal to Israel 
than to America and that they hold 
loo much power in the U:S. 

The survey found that among 
non-Jewish respondents who ex- 
pressed an opinion, 34 per cent 
could be categorized as anti- 
Semitic, as against 45 per cent in a 
similar study conducted in 1964. 
Anti-Semitic attitudes are most like- 
ly to be found among those over 55 
years of age, the less educated, and 
residents of large cities or blacks. 

The survey also found that Jews 
feet non-Jews perceive them much 
more negatively than Lhey actually 
do. 

Daniel Yankelovich, chairman of 
the firm and one of the leading 
public opinion analysis in the U.S., 
explained that the decline in anti- 
Semitism was "not primarily a result 
of changes in the views of in- 
dividuals, but a result of 
generational change. 

Since 1964, he pointed out, "an 
older, more anti-Semitic generation 
has passed on. and has been 
replaced by a younger, less anti- 
Semitic one. 

Y ankelovich also noted that 
Americans as a nation "have grown 
increasingly tolerant of a variety of 
life-styles and beliefs,” and "the in- 
creasing acceptance of Jews is, in 
part, a reflection of the more 
general trend towards increasing ac- 
ceptance of social pluralism." 

The study was prompted by the 
bombing of the synagogue on the 
Rue Copernic in Puris last October 
and a rash of umi-Semitic incidents 

Activist flees 
from Moscow 

NEW YORK (JTA). - Boris Cher- 
nobilsky, a prominent Jewish ac- 
tivist of Moscow whose trial on 
charges or "resisting a represen- 
tative of authority” is pending, has 
fled the Soviet capital in defiance 
of Soviet warnings not to do so, it 
is reported here by the 
Greater New York Conference on 
Soviet Jewry. 

The conference termed the flight 
unprecedented in the contemporary 
Soviet Jewish movement. It said 
that according to information it 
received directly from Moscow, 
Chernobilsky's flight underground 
just over a week ago is regarded by 
Jewish actjvists in the USSR as an 
act of resistance intended to under- 
score his belief that (he impending 
trial would be a travesty of justice. 

Chernobilsky first applied to 
immigrate to Israel in May 1975. 

A radio .engineer by profession, 
Chernobilsky has been refused an 
exit visa, along with his wife Leah 
(Yalena) and their two young 
daughters, on grounds of "state 
secrecy.” 

— - A. 
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THEBE'S A GOOD INVESTMENT 
GROWING HERE! 



The illustration oh the left shows what has 
happened over 10 years to the prices of 
houses and apartments built by us in Savyon and 
Rimon. ; 

Here is what's going to happen in Savyonei 
Aviv: a specially-designed garden community 
located on the highest; spot in R6m$t AviviGimmlel, 
with spacious green parks and playground, a 
commercial center with supermarket already in 
operation, and all community services. 

In Savyonei Aviv, there are splendid apartments 
of 145 sq. meters which can be divided into 4 or 5 
rooms. 

There's a good investment growing here. Come 
and grow with it. 
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part of the Bank Leumi Gjroup 

Tel Aviv. 13 Ahad Ha 'am St. Tel: 650281 Office 
hours: 8 am to 3 pm 

Savyon Commercial Center Tel: 751540 Office 
hours: 8.30 am to 1 pm and 4. pm to 6 pm 
Saturdays and after working hours, please call 
650437 for complete details 
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THE POLITICAL WEEK 


Knesset approves pact for Sinai force 


By MOSHE KOHN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
The Knesset last week approved 
the Multinational Force and 
Observers (MFO) agreement by an 
overwhelming vote of all the par- 
ties, except Tehiya and the 
Democratic Front for Peace and 
Equality. 

The force is to be stationed in 
Sinai after the final Israeli 
.withdrawal scheduled for April' 
1982. 

Three coalition MKs abstained, 
including Moshe Arens (Likud- 
Herut), chairman of the Knesset 
Foreign Affairs and Defence Com- 
mittee, who also opposed the Camp 
David agreement and the Egyptian- 
Israeli peace treaty; the National 
Religious Party's Rabbi Haim 
Druckman, a spiritual mentor of 
Gush Emunim; and a new Herut 
MK. David Magen, Kiryat Gat’s 36- 
year-old mayor. 

Responding 10 criticism by 
speukers from all sections of the 
House about the “hnsty" manner in 
which the MFO was scheduled for 
debate. Foreign Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir said it had been in Israel's 
own interest to deal with the matter 
rapidly. Only eight months remain 
in which to set up the force and iron 
out all kinds of problems, he poin- 
ted out. 

He said that although the law 
docs not require the government to 
ask the Knesset to ratify agreements 
of this son. (he government decided 
to do so because it feels it is vital to 
have the approval of the country's 
elected representatives on such an 
important matter. 

He assumes, he said, that after a 
new government is 1 formed, a- full- 

Britain attacks 
Israel canal plan 

LONDON (JTA). — Britain last 
week launched a surprise attack on 
Israel’s plan to construct a 
hydroelectric power plant on the 
shores of the Dead Sea using sea 
water channelled from the 
Mediterranean. 

Douglas Hurd, minister of state at 
the Foreign Office, said that "the 
project as planned is contrary to in- 
ternational law, as it involves unlaw- 
ful works in occupied territory and 
infringes Jordan's legal rights in the 
Dead Sea and neighbouring 
regions." He added that no official 
support would be given by the 
British government for the project. 

Hurd's remarks, in reply to 
Conservative MP Richard 
Needham, took Israeli circles here 
by surprise. The Foreign Office had 
previously expressed no official in- 
terest in the canal project and there 
have been no discussions about it 
with the Israeli Embassy. 

The main criticism of the project J 
so far has come from the Jordanian 
government, whose motives are 
believed to be fundamentally 
political. 

Hurd's assurance that Britain 
would mu help Israel will have no 
immediate effect, because so far 
Israel has not approached foreign 
governments or international in- 
stitutions over the project. Israel is 
trying to roise the first $100 million 
of the billion dollar project in the 
form of low interest bonds from 
private investors. About $50m. of 
this "seed money” have been raised 
with the help of the world-wide 
Israel Bonds organization, $2m. of 
which was raised in Britain. 
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scale debate .will be scheduled on 
this issue, as well as on the situatioif 
in the north. 

Tehiya's Yuval Ne'eman led off 
the debate saying that the only way 
to keep the peace in Israel's south is 
to keep what we still hold of Sinai 
and to rely on our own ability to en- 
force peace — not on any foreign 
forces. 

Amnon Linn (Likud-La'am) 
urged that Israel come to an agree- 
ment with the U.S. on all details of 
the autonomy plan for Judea and 
Samaria and apply Israeli law to the 
Golan before completing the 
withdrawal from. Sinai. 

Victor Shemtov (Alignment- 
Mapam) praised the MFO agree- 
ment as ‘‘positive and vital," but 
condemned the government's 
handling of the Lebanese situation, 
in which it “turned the PLO into a 
negotiating partner." 

Chaim Herzog (Alignment- 
Labour) pointed to a number of 
faults in the MFO arrangement, but 
said that it was nevertheless a good 
arrangement. 

Shulamit Aloni congratulated the 
Foreign Ministry for having 
prepared "a superb legal 
document" — i.e., the MFO text. 

Mordechai Gur (Alignment- 
Labour) said the MFO will be of 
value only if Israel remains militari- 
ly strong and politically prudent. 

Moshe Dayan (Telem)said Israel 
must make u “supreme effort" to 
maintain its political understanding 
with the U.S., which is the third 
party to the MFO agreement. 

The former foreign minister, who 
was one of the architects of the 
peace treaty, said emphatically that 
the MFO agreement is "an integral 



Tehiya's Yuval Ne'eman. ..another 
way to keep the peace. 

part of the peace treaty deriving its 
force and validity only from the 
treaty, remaining in force only as 
long as the parties to it so desire.” 

Post Diplomatic Correspondent 
David Landau writes: 

The U.S. has written to Israel and 
Egypt undertaking to continue its 
aerial surveillance of the Sinai after 
Israel’s final withdrawal next April. 
The pledge came in the form of let- 
ters written by the U.S. Embassies 
in Tel Aviv and Cairo to their 
respective host governments. This 
was disclosed by Foreign Minister 
Shamir when he submitted the 
MFO proposal to the Knesset Tor 
approval. 

The U.S. has put its aerial surveil- 
lance surveys at the disposal of 
Israel and Egypt ever since the 
Interim Agreement of I97S, to help 
keep the peace and monitor 
demilitarization in the Sinai Penin- 
sula. 


The Israel-Egypi peace treaty of 
1979 provided that this would con- 
tinue through the phases of Israel's 
withdrawal, ending next April 26. 
Washington has now agreed to ex- 
tend the arrangement — and to 
broaden it so that it encompass 
“Zone D," the three-kilometre- 
wide limited-forces zone on Israel's 
side of the international border. 

Shamir also informed the House 
that all of the (civilian) observers in 
the MFO will be U.S. citizens. This 
is not entirely clear from the text of 
the U.S. commitment, in a letter to 
the parties from Secretary of State 
Alexander Haig, to supply “a group 
of civilian observers to the MFO." 

These observers will police the 
limited-forces zone on the Israeli 
side of the border. 

The U.S. will also provide one of 
the MFO's three infantry battalions 
and the MFO's logistics unit, There 
will be three infantry battalions in 
all, “totalling not more than 2,000 
troops" (annex, paragraph 19) and 
also “a coastal patrol unit, an avia- 
tion element and.. .signals units.” 

Fiji, which has 600 men serving in 
the UN peace-keeping force in 
Lebanon, last week agreed with 
U.S. on conditions under which Fi- 
jian soldiers would take part in the 
multi-national force in Sinai. 

In a letter from U.S. Secretary of 
State Alexander Haig that is part of 
the MFO "package agreement,” 
the U.S. stresses that the existence 
of the MFO — and therefore the 
American commitment to keep it in 
existence — will extend for as long 
as either Israel or Egypt wants the 
force to stay. . 
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Prime Minister Menachem Begin greets two visiting members of the U.S. House Foreign Affairs 
Committee, Representatives Tom Lantos (Dem.-Cal.) and Milicent Fenwiek (Rep.-N.J.) (Zoom 77 ) 
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By WOLF BLITZER 
WASHINGTON. - Israeli officials 
and other pro-Israel political 
observers here were pleased to 
learn last week that Secretary of 
Slate Alexander Haig has dismissed 
the U.S. ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia, Robert Neumann. Some 
U.S. officials have denied however, 
that Neumann was fired and have 
given other reasons for his leaving 
Saudia. 

According to well-placed U.S. of- 
ficials, Neumann was forced to 
resign after complaining to 
Congressmen about Haig’s con- 
tinued delay in formally submitting 
the administration's notification of 
the proposed sale of AWACS radar 
aircraft to Saudi Arabia. 

Neumann, who was born Jewish 
in Vienna, and survived the 


Buchenwald and Dachau con- 
centration camps, was, ironically, 
among the most pro-'Arab officials 
appointed to the Reagan ad- 
ministration. He converted to 
Catholicism as a young man. 

The White House and State 
Department last week formally 
denied that Neumann had been 
fired because of policy differences 
with Haig. They suggested that he 
quit because of “personal reasons" 
relating to his wife's health. 

But insiders described that as “a 
cover story," disclosing that Haig 
was furious when he learned what 
Neumunn reportedly hud been say- 
ing privately. The U.S. envoy was 
said to have accused Haig of being 
loo "pro-Israel" in his orientation. 
He said that Haig, as a result, was 
damaging U.S. -Saudi relations. 


Ephraim Evron to remain on the job 
after he completes his three-year 
lour of duly in December. 

Embassy press spokesman 
Nahman Shai was reacting to a story 
in an Israeli newspaper thar Evron, 
during his recent consultations with 
Begin and Shamir in Jerusalem, had 
offered to wind up his tour of duly 
in December. 

But Shai quoted Begin and 
Shamir as having told Evron that 
they foresaw no justification for 
ch anging ambassadors in 
Washington and asked Evron to re- 
main on the job. 
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Begin defends 
policy on 
Lebanon 

By ASHER WALLFISH 
Post Knesset Reporter • 
Prime Minister Menachem Begin 
said last week that Israel would do 
its utmost to see that the cease-fire 
in the north lasted. 

Briefing the Knesset Foreign Af- 
fairs and Defence Committee, 
Begin said that the IDF had so far 
deliberately exercised self-restraint, 
despite the violations by the ter- 
rorists. “We shall not hold our fire 
indefinitely," he warned. “If the ter- 
rorists keep on shooting, we shall 
not stand Idly by." 

The prime minister said that air 
force flights would continue over 
Lebanon to detect any PLO 
preparations for offensive action. 

He denied that the U.S. had ex* 
erted any pressure on Israel to agree 
to a cease-fire. “Envoy Philip Habib 
came to Jerusalem with certain 
proposals. We accepted some of 
them, and rejected others," he said. 

Begin said that reactions in the 
U.S. to the operations against the 
PLO caused a “difficult situation at 
one point,” Then there was a shift in 
Israel's favour, he said. 

He said that President Ronald 
Reagan had given expression to the 
shift, as had Senator Henry 
Jackson. “At one point, American 
Jewry was disturbed, but (hen they 
heard our explanations, and they 
reiterated their support for Israel's 
actions," Begin said. 

In reply to u query by Victor 
Shemtov (Maparn) as to what Israel 
had achieved by the operations in 
Lebanon, the prime minister said. 
“In the first pluce, we dealt the PLO 
some very painful blows. In the se- 
cond place, the zone controlled by 
Major Sand Haddad was accorded 
official recognition for the first 
lime." 

Begin said that the shelters along 
the northern border were in many 
cases inadequate und intolerably 
uncomfortable. “I spent 15 minutes 
down in a shelter und I could not 
brcnlhc," he admitted. “But who 
built those shelters, if not the Align- 
ment government?’ He said he had 
already told the cabinet that a large 
number of new, modern, comfor- 
table shelters hud to be constructed, 
and thut he was conferring with 
Finance Minister Yoram Aridor 
about the necessary funding. 

Begin wus especially angered by 
Alignment criticism of the civilian 
casualties caused by the air raid on 
Beirut. 

He produced a prepared list of 32 
military operations carried out by 
the IDF under Alignment govern- 
ments, in which civilian casualties 
were caused. He read out th* 
dates, places, and estimated 
casualties involved, in about 10 « 
these operations. He said: “With 
you, it was systematic. Under the 
Likud government, there was one 
exception — Beirut — and it was an 
exception that proved the rule.” 
Labour leader, Shimon Pw®*j 
reacting to Begin’s charges, satQ 
there were no grounds to, his claim 

that Alignment. governments hsd 

ordered systematic retaliation 
across the border against civilians, 
whenever civilians here were at- 
tacked. 

Peres said that under previous 
governments all possible mean* 
were taken to avoid or minlmJa® 
civilian casualties. 
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People on the streets of Nahariya again — a sure sign that life there has resumed Its steady 
routine after the shelling stopped. <ippa) 

A city returns to normal 


WITH A SIGH of relief, several 
hundred mothers in Nahariya got 
their children up earty. They 
washed and dressed them and took 
them to the day camps that have 
now reopened. 

For more than a week — during 
the terrorist shelling of this northern 
seaside city — they have been in 
and out of the shelters, and in spite 
of the clowns and singers and in- 
slruclors provided by the 
municipality, the hours of waiting 
and listening have been very hard 
on residents of all ages. 

Suddenly the simple experience 
of walking down the main street has 
become a pleasure to be savoured. 
It was remarkable how quickly we 
all adapted to living in danger, ac- 
complishing the essential errands 
with eyes and ears alert for those 
ominous crumps above us. How 
quickly we all became experts in es- 
timating the distance of the explo- 
sion from our own homes and the 
centre. How pleasant now to 
recognize the sonic booms from 
Israeli Air Force planes — 
deafening — but as far as we are 
concerned, safe. 

All over town people are dragging 
mattresses out of the cellars. 
Underground rooms are being 
whitewashed and scrubbed, ana 
piles of equipment wait to be tidied 
up — a set of skittles, half a dozen 
chess, draught and backgammon 
boards and a Scrabble set and a dic- 
tionary. Televisions have now been 
lugged back upstairs and returned 
to their place in the sitting room. 

In our house, with much puffing 


By HADASSAH BAT HAIM 

Special to The Jerusalem Post 

and trapping of fingers, wc finally 
manage to remove the folding cots 
out of the corridor, knocking 
chunks of plaster off the walls. The 
pictures have been hung again, but 
the windows still stand neatly 
stacked against the walls. Who 
needs windows in this weather? 

The factories and worksliups ure 
working at full capacity again, and 
repairs, if not finished, are already 
in hand. Shops are open and the 
beach is crowded. The telephone 
lines arc gradually unclogging as 
relatives and friends from “outside" 
calm down and reduce the pressure. 

On the outskirts of town, prepara- 
tions are almost complete for the 
day camps, where mothers can gos- 
sip and frolic in the pool freed from 
household chores for a while. Their 
children arc being taken care of 
elsewhere, out of sight. Maybe not 
out of mind, but at least out of hear- 
ing. 

We arc, in a modest way, pleased 
with ourselves and with each other. 
The town swung into action while 
the first missiles were still exploding 
on the beach. The hospital, though 
datftaged by rocket fire, was on full 
standby with no absentees from 
duly. Members of the civil guard 
were everywhere. Together with the 
police they delivered supplies and 
patrolled endlessly, bringing news 
and comfort to those in the shelters. 
The mayor and municipal workers, 


too, were conspicuously visible, 
reflecting our feeling: pale but 
always resolute. Shortages were 
overcome by neighbours sharing 
whatever they had in their cup- 
boards and fridges. No one went 
hungry. No one panicked. No one 
lost his temper. 

Now our concern is to bring back 
the tourists. Not all left. Most 
stayed for the period they had plan- 
ned, comparing our damage dis- 
d ni n fully with that left hy the riots in 
Britain. But thuae who hud not yet 
arrived mostly stayed away, and 
now Nahariya is mounting a cam- 
paign of reductions and concessions 
to being back the visitors. 

The cafes are full, nevertheless, 
mainly with locals: "l deserve this," 
said one already rather plump 
citizen who sipped iced coffee with 
whipped cream and gazed dreamily 
over the Gaaton River. “I'll go on a 
diet when I’m ready, not when a 
gang of hooligars keep me out of 
the kitchen.” 

The mood is grim but not gloomy. 
Somehow wc will overcome this 
crisis. We have been through worse, 
everyone assures everyone else. 
Those who moved out with their 
children have come back. No one 
has changed his place of residence. 

And now, as soon as it is light 
enough to distinguish sea from sky,, 
the early bathers greet each other 
once more, conscientiously .doing 
their kilometre up and down the 
coastline before cycling home. 
Heads that last week sported hel- 
mets glide purposefully through the 
breakers. Nahariya is herself again. 


From Moses to Maimonides, Abraham to Einstein, the 6 
days of creation to the 6 day war- there is one monumental 
work of Jewish literature that is your ticket to it all. 

The Encyclopaedia Judalca 

More than 5 years in the making, with contributions from 
over 2,500 editors, there has never been a more complete 
intellectual work detailing the past, present and future of 
the Jewish people. This famous maslerwork is today an 
indispensable part of every library. Its brilliant scholar- 
ship has been attested to by leading authorities in every 
area of Jewish learning. Golda Meir called the Encyclo- 
paedia Judalca “an integral part of every library for all 
those who...5eek to acquire wisdom and knowledge." 

A lasting achievement for you. your children and 
their children 

The Encyclopaedia Judalca is n magnificently bound. 19 
volume work of more than 11.000 pages and 8.000 
exquisite illustrations. It will become your passport and 
that of your children to the religion, culture, art. litera- 
ture... to every facet of the Jewish experience. 

Now pay an incredibly low price, and perform a very 
important mitzvah, too. 

Now when you purchase the Encyclopaedia Judalca for 
the astonishingly low price of$242JX>ynu will he carmnga 
precious mil/vah as well. Because this priceless work is 
heing offered to you through the American Commute for 
SJiaarc ^.edek Hospital in Jerusalem. benefit in cone of the 
outstanding health facilities in Israel. 

So thisycar. instead ofa plane ticket to Miami, im est in 
a trip that will live for generations. The Encyclopaedia 
Judaica from the American Committee forShaare Zedck 
Hospital 
Bonus Offer 

If you buy the Encyclopaedia Judalca now you will receive 
the six volume “My Jewish World” The Encyclopaedia 
Judaica for Youth. Abso'utely Fjer ! 

(Previously sold for 99.50) 

Limit one set for each set of Encyclopaedia Judaica 
purchased. 


Departing Austrian envoy’s revelation 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Austrian Ambas- 
sador Ingo Mussi revealed last week 
that there has been an open invita- 
tion pending for over six years for 
Israel's foreign minister to come to 
Austria for an official visit, but 
Israel — for reasons of its own — has 
nut taken up the invitation. This 
symbolizes the near total lack of a 
normally accepted “visits 
diplomacy” between two friendly 
countries, such as Israel and 
Austria, he added. 

Dr. Mussi was speaking at a 
farewell gathering held by the 
Israel-Austria Society* to mark the 
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end of his five-year tour of duty 
here which, he said, was often 
characterized by serious differences 
that cannot only be ascribed to per- 
sonal animosities. 

He maintained that occasional 
criticism of. certain aspects of 
Israel’s policy was rooted in 
Austria's deep concern and 
friendship for Israel. But he thought 
it was wrong for the Israel-Austria 
Society to have suspended its ac- 
tivities on two occasions during the 
past 10 years in the wake of certain 
decisions and statements by 
Austria’s Chancellor Bruno 
Kreisky< On the contrary, h is es- 


pecially when ill winds blow that an 
organization such as the Israel- 
Austria Society should have made- 
even greater efforts to foster under- 
standing and friendship and not just 
close its doota for several months. 

Ambassador Mussi pointed -out, 
however, that, beyond the lack of 
sufficient bilateral contacts at the 
highest political levels, he enjoyed 
excellent day-to-day political 
cooperation with* the Israel 
authorities. He stressed that, 
despite political difference's, 
bilateral relations had improved, 
and economic and tourist ties had 
expanded. 
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RAMAT ESHKOL, 3 bedroom furnished, for 
rent, telephone, air conditioner, central 
heating. Tel. 02-283785 or P.O.B. 19882, 
hours 053-52116. __ 

HAIFA 

RENT. MODERN l bedroom apartment fully 
furnished. Central Ml, Carmel. Available 
August '81. Call (2151 635-2742. 

SENIOR CITIZENS HOME FOR SALE. 
Nicest place in Israel. P.O.B. 6098, Haifa, 
Israel. 
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HERZLIYA PITUAH. SPLIT level villa on 
one dunam of land. 5280,000. Call USA (201) 
886-9090 Day. (201) 224 -5643 7-9 p.m. 

u i jjj rtr ^ ^NETAN VAj j | | | M[ | 

NETANYA QUALITY reasonably priced 
serviced holiday apartments. David Oaffan, 
P.O.B. 3055. Ncianya. Tel. 053-39372. after 
hours 053-32 1 16. 


ABEL REALTY. FLATS, shops. olTices, 6 
King George Street. Jerusalem. 
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DWELLINGS 


GIVAT SHAUL. 4 bedrooms, himlihed, 
kosher. Short or long rentals. Immediate oc- 
cupancv. USA (617)734-4539. Israel (03) 
220526. 

FURNISHED HOUSE. Maze Hit. big gar- 
den, September — March. 5700 p.m. Tei. 02- 
539940. 

FULLY EQUIPPED. 3 rooms, telephone, 
elevator. Gi\nl Mardechni, P.O.D. 4303. 
Jerusalem. Tel. 02-636652. 

RAMAT ESHKOL. 3 bedroom furnished 
apartment. 2 bathrooms, telephone, ait con- 
ditioner. central heating, washing machine, 
available September I. 1981. Long or short 
term. Call USA (212) 254-8601 or write P.O.B. 
19882, Jerusalem. Israel. 

RENTAL. 3 BEDROOMS, furnished, excep- 
tionally- lovely, best location, kosher. August 
20 -October 30. 1981. USA (914) 832-6622. 
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The Dolphinarium is making 
the biggest splash in Israel. 


If you think the Dolphinarium 
is just a thrilling watershow. 
you're only half right. 

The Dolphinarium is also the 
largest aquarium in the Middle 
East. And an Bxciting 
shopping and entertainment 
center complete with 
restaurants, stores and 
theaters. 

Inside the Panorama you feel 
you’re 2000 leagues under the 
sea, surrounded by schools of 
exotic fish darting around 
you. Continue along aquarium 
halls and displays revealing the 
rich variety of sea llfn 
including ferocious sharks and 


attack fish. 

In the open amphitheater 
you'll see marine mammals 
showing off their acrobatic 
and juggling skills. In the 
underground theaters other 
attractions await you ... a 
puppet theater and top-class 
movies, as well as fascinating 
marine subjects. Any time of 
the day lust stroll about. Have 
some good food and enjoy 
. street theatar and folklore 
events. Enjoy the magnificent 
sofascape and enchanting views 
of Jaffa and Tel Aviv. 

The Dolphinarium, where the 
fyn never stops. 

For more details call 03-656171 


dolphinarium . 

marineland of israel VV 

Charles Clora Park, Tel Aviv 

Kesher Barel & Assoc. 


Shmuel Katz argues that the U.S. has been pursuing a policy of appeasement 
towards the Arabs at Israel's expense. He says that as a result of this the U.S. 
too will be a loser as the Soviet grand design for the Middle East takes shape 
and the threat to Israel grows. Katz criticizes Prime Minister Begin for crum- 
pling under 'American cajolery' and accepting the cease-fire in the North. 

The gathering threat 


COURSES LEADING to rabbinical ordina- 
tion. Rabbinical ucutcmy (2L2) 372-1131. 
(Continued on page II) 


THE SOVIET UNION has for years 
been providing direct aid and com- 
fort to the terrorists. Yasser Arafat 
pays two or three visits to Moscow 
every year and confers regularly 
with Soviet Ambassador Soldatov in 
Beirut. Several times every month, 
one or another of the terrorist 
leaders meet with some official per- 
sonality from the Soviet bloc. 

The Soviet Union has long main- 
tained training camps and facilities 
for PLO members in Eastern 
Europe, and is the main supplier of 
PLO arms. Their political 
relationship is complete. 

At the same time the Soviets have 
been developing ever closer and 
more intricate relations with Syria 
and with Libya. They supply Syria's 
growing arsenal with the most 
sophisticated weapons (and retain 
control over their use) — a cosy 
satellite relationship. Wealthier 
Libya buys arms from more diverse 
sources, but her basic armament is 
Soviet-supplied; and her political 
affiliation is uninhibitediy pro- 
Soviet. 

In the last several months it 
became known even to the careful 
follower of the media that, parallel 
with the joint naval exercise carried 
out by the Soviet Union and Syria in 
the Eastern Mediterranean, these 
| two countries, together with Libya, 
had launched a combined operation 
to supply the PLO with massive 
quantities of up-to-date: heavy arms. 
The purpose was, no less, to 
transform the terrorist organization 
into a regular army. 

Its strength, it was estimated, 
would be 20,000 men, and its 
dramatic impact would be the crea- 
tion of an effective war front on 
Israel’s northern border (and an 
equally effective reinforcement of 
the threat to the Christians in 
Lebanon). 

Here for the Soviets was opened 
the practical — and proximate — 
prospect of a new and highly 
motivated military force at their dis- 
posal in the Middle East — backed, 
moreover, by a long-established 
political alliance. A tasty element in 
this anti- West prospect is its in- 
tended contribution to the elimina- 
tion, of Israel as the most significant 
obstacle to the Soviets* creeping ex- 
pansion in the Middle East. 

When Israel, suddenly awakened 
to the completely new dimensions 
of the threat being built up in the 
north, launched an- equally new- 
dimensioned attack pn PLO bases, 
installations, supply lines and head- 
quarters in order to prevent the 
consummation of the build-up, the 
U.S. promptly intervened, and by 
drastic gestures coerced Israel into 
slopping the operation and ac- 
cepting a cease-fire — thus 
guaranteeing the success of the 
Soviet purpose, and ensuring that 
there would be no interference from 
Israel in the build-up of a PLO 
army. This, after all, is the political 
history of the fortnight that 
culminated on July 24. 

WHEN A WORLD statesman com- 
mits a blunder or acts stupidly, 
there are always wiseacres at hand 
to proclaim that “he knows what he 


is doing" or “he knows something 
we don’t.” 

The truth — which our genera- 
tion has learned time and again 
from bitter experience — is that 
what appears to the average intel- 
ligence to be a stupid act only too 
often turns out to have been in fact 
a stupid act. 

The British records of the time 
have shown that Neville 
Chamberlain’s policy towards 
Hiller in 1938 was even more 
fatuous than his critics thought. 
More recently — and closer to our 
affairs — Henry Kissinger, the 
much celebrated statesman, hag 
calmly admitted that his central 
geostrategic policy — ditente — 
was absurd. The great impetus his 
policy gave the Soviets can be 
measured in our own hemisphere by 
the tremendous expansion of the 
Soviet presence throughout Africa, 
in the Persian Gulf area and in the 
Indian Ocean. 

United Stales policy in Lebanon 
culminating in the July 24 cease- 
fire. has been for her, no less than 
Tor Israel, a resounding, self- 
inflicted defeat. 

U.S. policy in Lebanon has been 
self-destructive from the start. It 
was Washington that backed the in- 
vasion of Lebanon in 1975 by the 
Syrian Ar.my in the guise of a 
“peacemaker/ 

Did the State Department not 
know that it is Syria's historic 
national policy to incorporate 
Lebanon into “Greater Syria”? 

It was the U.S. (in Kissinger's 
day) that pressed Israel into ac- 
quiescing in this Syrian pretence 
(against "guarantees’’ of limitations 
on the scope of Syrian operations). 
The U.S. thereafter tried to thwart 
every Israeli act to aid the Chris- 
tians and to prevent their subjuga- 
tion. 

To this day, the U.S. treats Major 
Sa'ad Haddad, fighting on and for 
his own Lebanese soil, as an out- 
cast. In short, if the State Depart- 
ment had its way, Syria today would 
not only control the Lebanese 
government but would rule supreme 
over all of Lebanon — with an ap- 
propriate role given the PLO. 

WASHINGTON DID achieve one 
cherished purpose in the course of 
this fortnight’s transparently ir- 
rational and • self-defeating 
behaviour. It exalted and enhanced 
the popularity of Saudi Arabia. 

By dragging it in as a “mediator," 
the administration will be able to in- 
sist it is a “moderate," and thus 
improve the chances of congres- 
sional approval for selling the 
sophisticated F-15 equipment and 
the AWACS planes. 

ir it succeeds, the Saudis, having 
collaborated with Washington in 
ensuring uninterrupted construc- 
tion of a front against Israel in the 
north, will have gained a greatly in- 
creased capacity in strengthening 
the front against Israel in the south. 

Nobody in Washington can con- 
tinue to pretend that this is not so. 
American diplomacy has failed ut- 
terly to squeeze from the Saudis a 
form or words which will justify 
Washington’s claim that these arms 
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are intended for use against the 
Soviet Union. The SaudiB see no 
need to lie. They insist that they do 
not feel threatened by the Soviets. 
The enemy, they say, is Israel. 

THROUGHOUT all these develop- 
ments admihistration spokesmen in 
Washington have taken care to an- 
nounce from lime to time, without 
batting an eyelid, that Israel is a 
trusted ally of the United States. 

It is no great merit in the 
Americans that they took advantage 
of the glaring voids in Israeli policy, 
of egregious blunders in Israeli con- 
duct and the gaucheries of the 
Israeli prime minister, to achieve 
Israel’s defeat. In this brief fort- 
night, all were exposed. 

israel has no information 
machine relevant — let alone ade- 
quate — to her unique require- 
ments. A properly equipped special 
ministry would have launched an 
early campaign to draw the atten- 
tion of world public opinion to the 
dramatic escalation in the Arab 
preparations against Israel, and the 
serious implications for the West in 
the emergence of a new dynamic 
Soviet base in the Middle East. 

The government’s failure to un- 
derstand that the Lebanon opera- 
tion might bring on violent reaction 
is a manifestation of sheer irrespon- 
sibility. There was nothing to pre- 
vent the building and repair of 
shelters — which had been 
neglected for years; nor the quiet 
preparation of plans Tor quick 

evacuation of women and children 
in case of need. 

The reason for this failure is not 
secret. It has long been obvious that 
the prime minister docs not look 
beyond one move, and consults 
nobo'dy on its implications and 
probable consequences. 

No less typical was his abject sur- 
render. The implications of this 
ceusc-firc may well be no less 
serious thun those or the cease-fire 
after the Yom Kippur War ~ 
agreed to by the Golda Meir 
government against its own better 
judgment. But Begin has always 
crumpled under American cajolery 
and pressure, from the mutilation of 
his own “peace plan" through the 
Camp David agreement to the sham 
peace treaty with Egypt. 

THE NORTHERN debacle is only 
one comer of the unfolding picture. 
The Syrians, with- Soviet aid, 
strengthen their front by adding a 
new army. 

The Saudis, with American aid, 
intend to reinforce the southern 
front with the moat sophisticated 
lethal equipment and arms. 

Egypt, with American and Israel’* 
aid is about to receive the greatest 
reinforcement of alt: .Jflfael’s 
strategic depth and security belt. 

The agreement on the mul- 
tinational force in Sinai is a fitting 
final accord to the sham peace 
treaty. 

Egypt will order the force out of 
Sinai as soon as it decides the time 
has come to end the "peace” — an ® 
the Arab coalition is ready w 
launch its war on Israel. 
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OPINION 


Clarity begins at home 


CLASSIFIELD 


MATRIMONIAL 


LET’S FACE it. We were on the 
verge of war, when Washington in- 
tervened vigorously to stop it. How 
did we get there? Why war? What 
for? 

The government has a duty to ex- 
plain the situation and the people a 
right to know. We are a people en- 
dowed with an immense curiosity to 
know and a boundless capacity to 
understand. Our curiosity, however, 
is fed with leaked tidbits from the 
cabinet table and our understanding 
obscured by torrents of ministerial 
rhetoric. But with all the abundance 
of speech and revelations, do we 
know? We don’t. We don’t know, 
because we argue about side-issues 
and get excited about trivialities. 
The crucial questions of war and 
peace, of nuclear survival and of 
Jewish spiritual and moral existence 
in this country are carefully ex- 
cluded from the agenda of the 
national debate. 

What- did we discuss in the hot 
summer preceding the Yom Kippur 
war? The Egyptian troop concentra- 
tions, the Syrian war preparations, 
the state of the IDFs combat readiness? 
Not at all. We argued about the 
terrible threat to the existence of 
Israel inherent in the implementa- 
tion of resolution 242 which would 
lead, as Begin exclaimed at the time, 
to a new Auschwitz and Treblinka. 
We objected to the conclusion of a 
partial agreement with Egypt, 
because it would dislodge us from 
our fortified positions along the 
Suez canal, thought then to be 
impenetrable. We revelled in a 
healed debate on the merits of the 
construction of a deep sea port at 
Yam it with a prospective popula- 
tion of 250,000. We were fed im- 
material detail about the discussions 
in New York on the composition of 
an improbable peace conference, 
while tele a tele peace talks took 
place in Morocco involving the 
return of the Yamit salient to Egypt. 

Whi’e the government is respon- 
sible for its decisions, it is the peo- 
ple who bear their consequences. 
What for instance were the objec- 
tives of the IDF’s strategy in the 
norih? Were they punitive, pre- 
emptive or preparatory? Or ail the 
three in one. 

Punitive because of recent out- 
rages perpetrated by the terror 
oiganizations? For reasons best 
known to themselves, they had 
refrained for quite a while from any 
act of violence, when our air force 
resumed Us activity shortly after the 
elections. 

Were these air strikes meant to 
be pre-emptive in the light of the 
steady stream of Soviet weapons 
flowing from Libya and Syria to the 
PLO, extending its military build- 
up? 

Or were they preparatory, the 
opening gambit of a swift and fierce 
campaign to liberate Lebanon and 
Israel from the terrorist plague or at 
least sweep the PLO formations out 
of rocket range of Israeli territory? 
Indications for such an eventuality 
do not lack. In April the Falangists 
in northern Lebanon opened a 
southward thrust which resulted in a 
clash with Syrian forces and their 
ruthless shelling of Zahle, the down- 
ing of two Syrian helicopters by 
Israeli aircraft and the subsequent 
introduction of SAM missiles by 
Syria into Lebanon. A month later 
Mr. Begin promised that no more 
Katyushas would fall on Kiryat 
Shmona. Were these empty words 
or an indication of things to coiine? 
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Gideon Raphael discusses the recent flare-up in the 
north and says that ‘if we want to get out of the present 
dilemma we must understand how we got into it.* He 
argues that there has been an absence of national 
dialogue in assessing policy. 




Gideon Raphael, left, says that PLO chief “Arafat Is jubilant because he reckons 
that his heavy losses hi the field are being amply compensated by Impressive gains 
in the international arena . " 


Yet had the military planners cor- 
rectly assessed Israel’s political 
strength? — an indispensable re- 
quisite for the attainment of 
strategic and political ends by 
military means. Had the members 
of the government adequately con- 
sidered the world reaction against 
an Israeli military initiative at this 
time and place? 

Obviously not. Why should they? 
To their mind the world is against 
Israel in any case, whale vci we do. 
Not testing their doctrine by patient 
restraint, but preferably by forceful 
action, they convinced themselves 
of its validity. Whether we believe 
that the world powers are guided by 
a selective morality or by inbred an- 
lagonism is immaterial. What 
counts is whether they are prepared 
to tolerate our actions or are deter- 
nined to frustrate them. The test of 
statesmanship lies in the correct as- 
sessment of realities and calculation 
of risks. 

As it appears now, the three 
motivations for the military action 
in the north converged, with the 
result that it was excessive in its 
punitive application, unsuccessful 
in its pre-emptive effect and 
dilatory in its preparatory purpose. 

The bombing of the terrorists’ 
headquarters in Beirut backfired 
heavily. The intensive bombard- 
ment of the PLO installations inside 
and outside civilian concentrations 
resulted in extensive and in- 
discriminate shelling of our civilian 
population, the suspicion of the 
preparation of a major land-based 
operation, perhaps the only effec- 
tive military means to stop Arafat’s 
attacks, brought about irresistible 
American pressure. 

The policy of the big bang from 
Baghdad to Beirut is neither a long- 
nor a short-term answer to Israel’s 
fundamental security concerns. The 
government is amiss in its military 
.policy, obtuse to international 
realities add inept in the conduct of 
its foreign affairs. Never in Its thirty 
three years’ history has our country 
experienced a similar collapse of its 
position and repute in the world. 
Our foreign relations hpye become 
an international disaster area. 

While the people in the north 
were bravely resisting the terrorist 
onslaught, the politicians were taking 


refuge in shelters or obfuscation- and 
evasion. It is the duty of the opposi- 
tion and indeed of every loyal and 
thinking citizen who cares for the 
future of the country, to help pull it 
back from the brink of disaster. If 
we want to get out of the present 
dilemma we must understand how 
we got into it. We must have a clear 
idea where we stand before we lake 
another step forward or backward. 

• Our relations with the United 
Stales have declined to a hitherto 
unknown low. In the words of our 
Ambassador in Washington, an of- 
ficial known for his circumspection, 
the U.S. and Israel are currently go- 
ing through "one of the most dif- 
ficult hours in their historic 
relationship. " The bombing 
of the terrorists' headquarters 
in Beirut, preceding the 
anticipated release of the F-16s, 
and occurring on the eve of the Ot- 
tawa conference caused not only in- 
ordinate loss of civilian life, but also 
gave rise to grave doubt about the 
soundness of judgment of Israel’s 
leaders. 

Indeed, was the destruction of 
Arafat’s command post worth the 
demolition of American support for 
Israel on Capitol Hill? What serves 
Israel’s security more: the tactical 
gain of destroyed Lebanese bridges 
or the strategic loss of ruined 
American good will? The answer is 
obvious and the conclusion in- 
evitable. 

• The West European countries, 
increasingly tilling towards the 
Arab side, wHlle cautiously avoiding 
a rift with the U.S. over Middle East 
policy, have bow found a fitting op- 
portunity to hitch their pro-Arab 
wagon to the American train mov- 
ing away from Israel. 

•' The Arab world lorn by in- 
ternecine strife and adherence to 
conflicting alliances, driven by com- 
mon concern and burning emotion 
can now patch up its differences 
and form an active common front 
against Israel. 

• The fabric of Israel-Egyptian 
relations is becoming increasingly 
threadbare, ft is held together by 
Egypt's expectation of the restora- 
tion of the remainder of its territory 
and Israel’s perception that a 
peaceful southern border facilitates 
its freedom of action on the 
norihern front. Yet how much stress 


the peace can sustain without 
progress on the Palestinian issue, is 
an open question. 

• There are three beneficiaries fror 
the present crisis: the PLO battered, 
but strident and self-congratulatory; 
Syria, anxious, cautious and 
"noiseless -as fear in a wide 
wilderness, 1 ’ as Keats said; and the 
Soviet Union enigmatic as always, 
silently agitating and loudly 
protesting. 

The terrorist organizations having 
turned a host country of refugees 
into an armed camp of ruthless ter- 
rorists, bear the full responsibility 
for Lebanon's convulsions and 
Israel's tribulations. There is no 
question that it is the primary duty 
or the Lebanese government to pul 
an end to this state of affairs. 
However, os matters stand, it is 
powerless to do so. Syria, which is in 
a position to curb the PLO, does not 
budge. Relying on its Soviet shield, 
it strengthens its positions in 
Lebanon, supplies the PLO with 
arms und protects its flanks. A 
precarious, but not intolerable posi- 
tion, as long as Israel refrains from 
taking direct action against Syria. 

The Soviet Union, thriving on 
turmoil, as long os its scope remains 
controllable, presumably expects 
that in the best of circumstances the 
U.S. will invite its cooperation in 
restoration of an uneasy peace or, if 
it comes to the worst, Moscow will 
have to buck Syria to the hilt, if it 
gets involved in war with Israel. 
Consequently, in the wake of the 
present events, the Soviet Union, 
until now skilfully kept at bay, is 
likely to again play an active role in 
the Arab-lsrael conflict. 

The PLO is fully aware, of course, 
that it lacks the strength to 
eliminate Israel. But it employs 
with as much brutality as agility its 
limited military means to attain its 
far-reaching political ends. Israel 
entering into a massive confronta- 
tion with the PLO without being in a 
position to rout it decisively 
because of foreign political in- 
tervention, has enhanced the PLO’s 
international standing and involun- 
tarily helped it advance from ter- 
rorist notoriety to political respec- 
tability. Arafat is jubilant because 
he reckons that his heavy losses in 
the field are being amply compen- 
sated by impressive gains in the 
international arena. 

This then is the interim balance 
sheet. It shows a sorry state oT af- 
fairs. All sides would do well to 
pause and take stock. We, on our 
part, should not lose a moment to 
review thoroughly the military and 
political sjralegy employed in our 
fight against the terrorist organiza- 
tions. reinforce our settlements in 
: the north, against reneiyed assault, 
and seek to commit. Syria to keep 
the PLO in check. We must quickly 
mend our fences with the U.S. and 
shore up bur relations with E^ypt. 
We must substitute rational 
dialogue for senseless recrimina- 
tions in our exchanges with foreign 
governments and realize that ho 
complicated military " or political 
problem will yield .to the big bang. 
And finally we oughl'to conduct an 
open and civilized debate Oh the 
vital Issues facing the nation'. Clarity 
begins hi home. - 

‘The ‘ author, d former director - 
general of the Foreign Ministry . is 
author of ihe recently published book 
•' Diplomatic Recollections: Destina- 
tion Peate. ” 
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AFTER THE 


ISRAEL'S dual aims along the 
northern border must be to prevent 
any infiltration by terrorists, 
whether by land, sea or air, and to 
stop any terrorist war of attrition 
against Israel’s centres of popula- 
tion along that border, former 
premier Yitzhak Rabin said last 
week. 

In an exclusive interview with The 
Jerusalem Post Rabin also said that 
al! Israelis, irrespective of party af- 
filiatior, must oppose the un- 
precedented American step of 
breaking its sealed contract of 
military supplies to Israel, which 
might be an ominous sign of things 
to come from Washington. 

Having heard the explanations of- 
fered of recent actions by such 
spokesmen as Premier and Defence 
Minister Menachem Begin and 
Chief of Staff Raphael Eitan, Rabin 
still doesn't know what their aim 
had been. True, Eitan had spoken of 
seeking to destroy the terrorist in- 
frastructure in Lebanon, yet the 
outcome of the massive bombing of 
terrorist strongholds, followed by 
the PLO's wur of attrition against 
the northern towns and villages, had 
indicated that that aim hud not been 
achieved. Moreover, Rabin added, 
this was underlined by Israel's ac- 
ceptance of a de facto cease-fire. 

Expanding on his theme of the 
duul targets of Israeli policy, Rabin 
said that the Israel Defence Forces 
had stopped terrorist infiltration, 
which In effect came to a halt after 
the atrocity at Misgav Am one and a 
half years ago. As to the second 
aim. Robin said firmly that should 
the PLO renew its bombardment of 
the Galilee with the aim of dis- 
rupting civilian life there, then 
Israel should have no compunction 
about taking all the neccssury 
measures to put an end to it, in- 
cluding massive military retaliation 
to distance the terrorists from the 
border. Air power alone would not 
be enough. 

The problem in Lebanon is that it 
has no effective government and 
that the PLO has established a state 
within a state beyond Israel's 
northern frontier, from which it 
seeks to attack us. Infiltration was 
largely hailed by such measures as 
the Litani campaign, the buttressing 
of the southern Lebanese zone un- 
der Major Sa'ad Haddad's com* 

YOSEF GOELL protests against 
■ the bombing of Beirut which caused 
many civilian casualties (“The voice 
of conscience." July 26) and asks: 
"What or our rabbis? Those who 
would set themselves up as our 
moral guides. Why are their voices 
muted?" 

Goell obviously regards it as a 
rhetorical question, but at least one 
rabbi — this writer — who does 
presume to regard himself as a 
"moral guide." hereby accepts the 
challenge. His guidance, however, 
is diametrically opposed to that of 
Goell. 

Goell writes: "One of the heights 
of Jewish heritage is contained in a 
tulmudic criticism of the song of 
Miriam, that exultant tribal victory 
song in the Book of Exodus marking 
the drowning of the Egyptian hosts 
... the rabbis have God himself ex- 
pressing his chagrin and saying, 
'The Fruit of my hands are drowning 
in the sea und" you choose to sing 
songs of praise?'" 

I challenge Goell to point to one 
single expression of joy and exulta- 
tion on the part of those who, like 
myscir. fully justify the grim 
necessity of the bombing of Beirut, 
even when it unfortunulely involved 
heavy loss of innocent human life. 
At best wc regard it as a grim and 
ineluctable necessity, but still u 
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A reply to terror 

Yitzhak Rabin, the Alignment’s shadow defence minister and for- 
mer prime minister, proposes a policy for meeting any threat 
from the PLO in Lebanon. He also expresses serious concern at 
the turn in U.S.-Israel relations. 


tnand, the presence of UNIFIL, and 
the improvement of various- 
technical preventive measures by 
the IDF. 

The terrorists had been reduced 
to trying to enter Israeli territory by 
balloon or glider, thus indicating 
their impotence on the ground. The 
almost hermetic sealing of the 
border had presented the PLO with 
Us most serious quandary in years, 
Rabin held. 

He went on to note that in the 
past nine months it had become ap- 
parent that the PLO's strength had 
been boosted enormously, with the 
supply of sophisticated and long- 
distance weapons from Libya, Syria 
and Soviet bloc arsenals. 

Asked whether this was part of a 
grand Soviet design, Rabin said he 
doubted it — the Soviets were 
probably responding to PLO re- 
quests Tor arms. 

LABOUR'S shadow defence 
minister said that even before the 
latest PLO arms build-up, the 
central question facing Israel had 
been the crystallizing of policy 
targets: what was attainable and 
what should be prevented at any 
price. To his mind, the Palestinian 
problem cannot be solved by 
military means but only by political 
measures. This objective should be 
pursued on the premise set out at 
Camp David, through the autonomy 
negotiations. Contrary to what 
Reuters had interpreted in a 
recent interview with him, he had 
never advocated that the PLO could 
be regarded as a negotiating 
partner. 

THE FORMER premier said it was 
known that the cease-fire was 
achieved through the good offices, 
of the United States. Israel has to 
make it quite clear that if the PLO 
does not commit acts of hostility. 


Yitzhak Rabin 

for its part Israel will take no 
military initiatives, even if a new 
PLO build-up is discerned. It should 
also be made clear to the world that, 
if the PLO plans to launch a war of 
attrition, then Israel will demonstrate 
by forbearance and patience who 
the guilty party is and in due course 
launch massive retaliation. “The 
world has to be told that this is 
Israel’s position in good time, so 
that there won’t be any misunder- 
standings on this score. Our aim 
must not be Beirut but to prevent 
terrorist infiltration and a war of at- 
trition," he declared. 

Rubin sought to distinguish 
between negotiating a cease-fire 
and formally recognizing the PLO 
as a partner to a political solution. 
‘'After all," he argued, “when a 
gang of hoodlums take over a bank 
and hold hostages in the course of 
their hold-up, any police force in 
the world would enter into negotia- 
tions with them to rescue the 
hostages — but that does not imply 
they accord legitimacy to the 
criminals and their crime.” 

ASSESSING the escalation from 
the other side since April, Rabin 


had gained the impression that 
Syria, using the PLO with total 
Soviet backing, had been 
endeavouring to create ft focus of 
tension aimed at derailing the peace 
process started at Camp David, and 
boosting the Soviet proposal to hold 
an international conference at- 
tended by the two superpowers, the 
parties to the conflict, and the PLO. 

He also discerned a Soviet design 
to draw in such moderate Arab 
states as Jordan and Saudi Arabia 
— this would bring the Reagan ad- 
ministration to have second 
thoughts on its policy premises for 
the M iddle East, especially as it was 
known that Washington had yet to 
crystallize its policies on the con- 
tinuation of the peace process. 
“When considering the Lebanese 
situation we must not only see its 
local context but also never forget 
the ramifications and repercussions 
on the overall framework of inter- 
national policy-making,” Rabin 
declared. Once a new government 
gets going in Jerusalem it will have 
to face the problem also facing 
Washington and Cairo-, how to keep 
the peace process going? The con- 
tinued freeze of the process might 
well endunger its very survival, he 
fears. It is within this context that 
Israel is entering a most uncomfor- 
table situation with the new 
American government against Ihe 
background of what had happened 
of late in Lebanon. 

The most worrying expression of 
this development was the decision 
to suspend delivery of the F-I6s. 
Rabin compared this ominous shift 
in U.S. jjolicy with what happened 
under his premiership when the 
Ford administration embarked on 
its "reassessment.” He recalled that 
at that time, despite disagreements 
between Washington and 
Jerusalem, the administration did 
not default on even one item in its 


Morality and self-defence 

The Israeli raid on Beirut was fully justified, writes Rabbi Louis I. 
Rabinowitz in this Viewpoint. 


necessity. 

It is a matter of ease lo find, with 
the remarkable freedom of thought 
and expression which is one of the 
glories of rabbinic literature, state- 
ments lo support any poini of view. 
What would Goell say if 1 were — 
forfend the thought — to exult in 
the death of these civilians by 
quoting, noi from the Midrash, but 
from our daily prayers, which is 
surely “the height of Jewish 
heritage?" I could point out to him 
that daily we suy, in the liturgical 
passage following the recitation of 
ihe Shemn, "All their firstborn 
Thou didst slay... but Thou madcst 
Thy beloved to puss through, while 
the waters covered tVieir adver- 
saries, not one of whom was left. 
Wherefore Thy beloved praised und 
extolled God and offered hymns, 
songs, praises, blessings and 
thanksgiving to the King and God 
who liveih for and endurelh.” 

The answer is, of course, thul it 
was Ihe destruction of an army of 
"six hundred chariots and all the 
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L.t. Rabinowitz 

chariots of Egypt" with which 
Pharaoh “pursued the Children of 
Israel," which brings us back to the 
question of the justification of the 
bombing in Beirut which caused 
civilian losses. 

Not once has the PLO ever dared 
to uttnek a military unit; all their at- 
tacks, without exception, huve been 
against innocent civilians — men 
women and children, Israeli 


sportsmen at Munich, passengers in 
planes, worshippers in synagogue ... 
We. on the other hand, have con- 
fined our attacks, wholly and solely, 
to military targets. And I ask Goell, 
what were we supposed to do when 
their headquarters, the very nerve-’ 
centre of these murderous attacks, 
were situated in the midst or a 
civilian population? Leave them 
completely unharassed to continue 
to plan their murders? 

And incredible though it may 
seem, he actually does suggest this 
— und that, presumably, as part of 
the noble “Jewish heritage." He 
states, “The PLO headquarters 
have been in the same location for 
the better part of a decade, during 
which the PLO has loosed its reign 
or terror over Lebanon and sought 
to use the territory of that hapless 
country as a springboard for attacks 
against Israel. Other targets were 
consistently attacked by Israel 
during this entire period. But 
previous governments, including 
Mr. Begin's for four years, correcl- 
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sealed contracts — the discussion 
was on suspension of future supply 
“In the six months of the reassess- 
ment there was a constant and mas- 
sive flow of U.S. arms to Israel, 
while today there is an open breach 
of signed and sealed contracts ” he 
noted gravely. 

He stressed that all Israelis, if. 
respective of party affiliation, must 
close ranks in opposing the 
American step. "It’s a serious 
precedent because the U.S. took it 
as its right not lo keep a written 
agreement because of Israeli con- 
duct it regarded as amiss. And who 
can say that such a move will stop at 
arms supplies in future?’’ he 
wondered, arguing that if an 
American government can act that 
way towards Israel, then “we are 
entering a period of uncertainty in 
relations between the two 
countries." 

Israeli policy-makers must always 
bear in mind American public opi- 
nion and the U.S. Congress, which 
are most important elements in the 
complex of policy making. Here 
Rabin added significantly, "The 
Beirut bombing served no purpose 
and the policy consideration did not 
prove itself." 

When i mentioned Likud 
spokesmen's charges that local 
criticism of the Beirut bombing 
"wus quasi-treason," Rabin flushed 
and replied: "After u lifetime serv- 
ing my country I don’t have lo 
prove my patriotism. This is a 
democracy. The argument is not 
over whether we had to fight but 
how to conduct the battle. Under 
such circumstances, if a citizen feels 
that the measures taken missed the 
target, it is his duty to speak out." 

1 wondered whether the 
American reaction was due to their 
having higher expectations from 
Israel than from its neighbours 
Speaking as a close observer of the 
U.S. scene during his term al the 
embassy in Washington from 1968 
to 197 3. Rubin said: “It is true that 
the Americans have double stan- 
dards for us and the Arabs and es- 
pecially the PLO. Otherwise there 
would not be a sense of shared 
vulucs and common standards. The 
Americans expect Israel to behave 
like other Western democracies, 
and that provides the premise for 
their continued support of Israel." 

ly, refrained from attacking those 
headquarters because of the 
surrounding civilian population." 

Correctly? What doctrine of the 
“heights of the Jewish heritage" or 
accepted practice is it which 
presumably grants permanent 
sanctuary lo the brain and opera- 
tions centre of un organization 
which is out to destroy and an- 
nihilate us, because it bus set itself 
up in the midst of it civilian popula- 
tion? 

These civilians were aware of 
their presence. It was their obvious 
duly — or that of the authorities, as 
was done in England during World 
War II — to evacuate them in order 
to obviate their involvement. 

No, the voice of the rubbi is not 
muted. And that voice, which acts 
us a "moral guide,” says, to quote a 
halHchic, not a midrashic statement: 
“Him who comes lo slay thee, an- 
ticipate and slay him." And if in tlpj 
course of that haluchicully justified 
pre-emptive strike innocent 
civilians are killed, ihough we are 
very, very far from exulting in' their 
deaths, it is fully justified and the 
blame lies on those who placed 
those civilians in that vulnerable 
situation by setting up tHeir head- 
quarters in their midst, or by taking 
no steps to remove them from a 
legitimate target. 
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THERE IS an eerie silence in 
Washington these days. Israel, And 
especially Prime Minister 
Menacfiem Begin, is coming under 
unusually sharp attack from all sorts 
of quarters, yet the once almost- 
automatic counter chorus of sup- 
port has been rather quiet. 

"It’s not easy to support Israel 
nowadays," one of the Jewish 
state's most active political sup- 
porters lamented, echoing what has 
become a familiar theme since word 
of the extensive civilian casualties in 
Beirut reached Washington. “Begin 
is making it very difficult for us.” 
“Had this particular 
neighbourhood [in Beirut which 
was bombed by Israeli been housing 
KatyushA rockets or, to make the 
case more extreme, a nuclear 
weapon aimed at Israel, then the 
moral calculus would be different,” 
editorialized The New Republic, 
traditionally supportive of Israel. 
“Bui this was not the case.” 

It warned: "Begin's actions are a 
threat both to the moral fibre of 
Israel and lo the support Israel still 
enjoys in the West among those who 
have not wearied of its cause or sold 
out lo Arab oil. That means, for ail 
practical purposes, the United 
States... If Begin persists in this 
myopic Musuda strategy, he may 
yet provoke Reagan into even more 
serious sanctions against Israel." 

On Capitol Hill, where support 
for Israel has always been vocal and 
intense, there was virtually no 
defence heard of the Beirut raid. 
Reagan administration officials 
were stunned by the silence. Israel 
was bring criticized and its friends 
were not coming to its defence. 
That was really a first. 

Even most of the Jewish members 
of the Senate and House of 
Representatives were privately out- 
raged by the latest developments, 
although they, too, Lried lo keep 
silent in public. Israeli Ambassador 
Ephraim Evron. who had been in 
Jerusalem for consultations during 
the Beirut attack, returned to 
Washington to find his best friends 
furious. 

Thus, three Jewish senators, 
Democrats Carl Levin of Michigan 
and Howard Metzenbaum of Ohio, 
nnd Republican Rudy Boschwitz of 
Minnesota, asked for an emergency 
meeting with Evron to complain 
about the civilian deaths. They 
asked him to convey their concern 
directly to Begin. 

REALLY TERRIBLE things are 
bring said these days about Begin in 
Washington. Critical statements 
have been heard here about Begin 
since he look office in 1977, But the 
charges hurled against him today 
are more vicious, more angry than 
ever before — and not merely from 
the same, worn-out anti-Israel 
voices of the past. 

Americans of all stripes simply 
have a hard time understanding the 
Israeli derision to drop bombs on 
civilian centres in west Beirut — 
even if the immediate targets were 
Palestinian terrorist headquarters 
deliberately located in their midst. 

The generally accepted figures in 
the U.S. media — especially on the 
nightly television network news 
programmes which have graphically 
brought the carnage into the living 
rooms of millions of Americans — 
have been about 300 people killed, 
another 800 or so wounded. 
Whether these figures are Inflated is 
unimportant. That’s the perception 
in America, and the perception has 
become the reality. 

The film footage of babies, 
women, children and old people 
tom up by the bomb fragments has 
been grizzly. “Destroying an Iraqi 
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“Really terrible things are being 
said these days about Begin 
in Washington... The charges hurled 
against him today are more vicious, 
more angry than ever before.” 


By WOLF BLITZER 

atomic bomb factory is one thing." 
commented The New Republic. 
“Bombing PLO headquarters in a 
crowded residential neighbourhood 
is another... the raid was morally in- 
defensible." 

OF COURSE, there have also been 
detailed reports of the Israeli 
casualties in the north. In America, 
people can understand an eye for an 
eye but a ratio of 300 to six is too 
much for them to accept. 

“We can now understand how 
Begin gave the order to the Irgun to 
blowup the King David Hotel," one 
Jewish political activist in Congress, 
earlier a loyal Begin defender, said. 
“He knew there would be innocent 
civilian casualties then, and he 
knew the same thing last week.” 

That may be unfair to the Israeli 
leader but it is typical of the reac- 
tion to the Beirut bombing. It's im- 
portant Tor the prime minister to be 
aware of this response. 

New York Times columnist James 
Reslon, never one of Israel’s great 
friends but also never an enemy, ac- 
tually compared Ihe terrorism of 
Begin and the PLO. “He [Begin! 
began as a terrorist lo establish 
Israel's independence, and, 
. provoked by the terror of the PLO 
guerrillas, is using the arts of terror 
to maintain it." 

Of especially great concern to ex- 
perienced Israeli diplomats in 
Washington and their political sup- 
porters is the fact that Reston often 
reflects the views of senior White 
House officials. In this particular 
case, according lo insiders, Reston's 
language was actually mild com- 
pared to Ihe reaction of others in 
the administration. 

PRESIDENT Ronald Reagan. 
Secretary of State Alexander Haig, 


Reagan had thought, she said, 
that his favourable remarks about 
Israel “would produce an ally that 
was both responsive and responsi- 
ble. Israel and the U.S. would put 
aside their minor differences and 
enter on a new strategic coopera- 
tion to curb the spread of Soviet in- 
fluence in the Middle East." 

Bui. she concluded, “Mr. Begin 
has recklessly pursued his own goals 
— wiping out a nuclear reactor in 
Iraq and demolishing the PLO in 
Lebanon. The first he achieved with 
surgical precision. The second he 
botched, killing hundreds of inno- 
cent civilians In the process. Both 
he did without consulting the U.S. 
or without any apparent regard for 
the predictable havoc he wreaked 
on Mr. Reagan’s M ideas! goal: 
strengthening U.S. cooperation 
with Israel and with key Arab states 
to check Moscow." 

LOU CANNON, now the chief 
White House correspondent of The 
Washington Post who earlier had 
befriended Reagan and his top ad- 
visers when he covered California 
for the newspaper, said that the 
president was “truly troubled" by 
Begin. Both Reagan and Haig, he 
added, were “in anguish" because 
of the bombing of Beirut. He 
quoted one top administration of- 
ficial as saying that American public 
opinion is “swinging sharply against 
Israel because of its recent military 
actions." That should make ihe 
U.S. punishment of and pressure 
against Israel all the easier. 

That Israel's cause was losing 
support was confirmed the other 
day by u poll in Newsweek which 
showed dramatic gains for the Arah 
side of the equation. It is too early 
lo say whether this trend is reversi- 
ble. 


Secretary of Defence Caspar 
Weinberger. White House Counsel- 
lor Ed Mcese. National Security 
Adviser Richard Allen and other 
administration officials were angry. 

Begin may not be prepared 
politically or psychologically to ac- 
cept the fact that within the con- 
fines of their private offices, these 
people expressed their disgust over 
the Israeli bombing. 

What bothered them was their es- 
timate that the Israeli leader was ac- 
tually trying to drive a wedge 
between Washington and the Arab 
world. Coming on Ihe heels of the 
Baghdad attack and the resulting 
‘‘satisfactory’' discussions in 
Jerusalem between Begin and Slate 
Department Counsellor Robert 
McFarlane on the proper use of 
U.S.-supplied weapons to Israel, the 
Americans feared that the Arabs 
might interpret the Beirut attack as 
having had a U.S. green light. U.S. 
aircraft were used by the Israel Air 
Force during the raid. 

Rightly or wrongly, they con- 
cluded that Begin was simply trying 
to further embarrass the U.S. and to 
^damage Washington's credibility in 
the Arab world, especially in Saudi 
Arabia. The liming of the raid was 
also the source of anger, coming as 
it did just as Washington was pursu- 
ing its new doctrine or establishing 
an anti-Soviet “strategic consensus" 
in the region. For that, they remain 
bitter. 

Karen Elliot House, the 
diplomatic correspondent of The 
Wall Street Journal, wrote that 
Reagan is especially “hurt” that 
Begin had nol responded positively 
to his repealed statements describ- 
ing Israel us America's "strategic 
ally." Earlier U.S. administrations 
had refused to make such com- 
ments. 


THE ADMINISTRATION has 
responded to the latest develop- 
ments with a decision to suspend F- 
16 fighter shipments to Israel. How 
much longer this embargo con- 
tinues is still unknown, although 
most experts here believe it will be 
lifted before Begin's scheduled visit 
to the U.S. on September 9 and 10. 
But it could be much sooner, es- 
pecially if the cease-fire along the 
Israeli-Lebancse border remains in 
effect. 

The criticism of Israel’s policy 
and the actual punitive steps 
designed to distance Washington 
from Jerusalem have not been ac- 
companied by the usual opposition 
from Israel's American supporters. 
Normally. Israel’s powerful friends 
in Congress, the media, the Jewish 
leadership and elsewhere could 
have been expected lo put the 
brakes on such a deteriorating 
trend. Thai’s what happened in 1975 
when the Ford/Kissinger ad- 
ministration imposed a six-month 
“reassessment” of U.S. policy 
towards Israel. But this time, many 
of Israel's best friends feel that the 
bombing was a terrible mistake. 
They are having a hard time coming 
up with a credible justification. 

Moreover, Israel's information 
campaign has been weak. So for, it 
does not seem to have made much 
of a dent. The original justifications 
coming from Jerusalem, including 
the detailed military briefings to 
foreign reporters, actually appeared 
to make u bad Situation even worse. 
Thus, Israeli officials admitted that 
they knew iheir bombs would kill 
innocent non-combatants, but 
decided to drop them anyhow. In 
the current climate of thinking here, 
that was very damaging to Israel. 

Obviously, the sharp reaction 
within Israel itself has further hurt 


Begin's case. Former prime 
minister Yitzhak Rabin’s critical 
comments, for instance, received 
extensive publicity here. So have 
the challenging editorials in several 
Israeli newspapers. It was no acci- 
dent that Republican Senator 
Charles Percy, chairman of the 
Foreign Relations Committee, 
pointed to these editorials when he 
announced his hope, that the 
suspended delivery of F-!6s to 
Israel would remain in eiTecl. 

THE DA MAGE to Israel's image in 
America has already been great. 
Correcting it now will not be easy, 
although Begin's decision to accept 
a de facto cease-fire with the PLO, 
under strong pressure from 
Washington, has helped. “It's a 
good start,” one Jewish leader said. 

But even that concession may 
prove, in the long run, lo have hurt 
Israel. What it confirmed to many 
senior U.S. .officials was that Begin 
responds more to the stick than to 
the carrot. “We learned our les- 
son," one U.S. analyst said. “We 
know we have to be tough with 
him." 

Thai's exactly the method recom- 
mended by many of Israel's 
traditional enemies, including 
former under-secretary or state 
George Bail and Republican 
Representative Paul Findley, the 
PLO's best friend on Capitol Hill. It 
could mean rather bumpy roads for 
Israel in the future, even if 
Washington and Jerusalem manage 
to patch over their immediate crisis. 

Some experienced political 
observers believe that the only long- 
term remedy for Israel is Begin’s 
ouster from office, and his replace- 
ment by someone with a better 
“public relations image.** But that 
does not seem likely in the near 
future. 

1 here is another price Israel will 
have to pay for its recent actions 
against the PLO. All the attention in 
the Middle East has once again 
been focused on the Palestinian 
dimensions of the Arab-lsraeli con- 
flict. The administration's earlier ef- 
forts to put these issues on Ihe 
diplomatic back-burner have been 
scrapped. Public pressure is 
mounting on Reagan to respond. 

The PLO, while militarily 
bruised, has emerged politically 
strengthened. Israel's moral advan- 
tage over Yasser Arafat has been 
blurred. Important public-opinion 
moulders are now calling for the in- 
clusion of the PLO in the peace 
process, even before it recognizes 
Israel's right to exist. 

The Washington Star, which sup- 
ported Israel in the past and even 
defended the Iraqi rcacto/ attack, 
has now called on Begin to come to 
terms with the Palestinian question 
in the wake or the cease-fire. The 
newspaper blames Begin Tot the re- 
cent upsurge in political support for 
the PLO. “For Israel the un- 
avoidable issue, apparent to almost 
everyone except Prime Minister 
Begin and the ultras who dream of 
annexing the West Bank, is whether 
and where there is la be a Polc&ti- 
. nian 'homeland,' and on what 
terms. This prospect Begin is bent 
on resisting." 

The editorial concludes with a 
thought earlier raised by The Sew 
York Times. The Washington Past 
and other major dailies. “The ques- 
tion is whether Mr. Began will truly 
ponder his options, or try to hold 
Palestinian aspirations at bay with 
military force amid a continuing at- 
trition' of Israel's strength and 
standing in the world. It can be 
done, at least us long as the U.S. will 
go along. But the price is mounting 
for Israel nnd her friends alike." :: 
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Teddy Preuss questions 
claims being made in West 
Germany about the sums 
paid in reparations to Nazi 
victims. 


AS OPPOSED to the figure of Six 
Million, the Germans have recently 
been' waving about the figure of 70 
billion — which represents the 
amount in deutschmarks that have 
been paid to Nazi victims now living 
in Israel. 

Indeed, the editor of Der Spiegel 
recently counselled his countrymen 
not to extend their hand if they 
didn't want to, a reference to the 
German “charity” that goes to 
Israel. 

At lirst glance, the sum of 70 bil- 
lion dcuischmarka, which has been 
appearing with increasing fre- 
quency in the German media, ap- 
pears exaggerated. And given the 
frequency of the reference, one 
cun not avoid the suspicion that the 
Bonn government is doing its best 
to encourage the press to 
memorialize the 70 billion. In fact, 
even in Germany, other figures are 
cited os the total amount that Ger- 
many has transferred to Israel: 
Some say DM20b.; others DM30b. 

The discrepancy in the figures is 
the result not only of a desire to dis- 
tort the facts, but also the result of 
difficulties in computing the sum of 
all reparations agreements con- 
cluded over the years. Among other 
things, the constantly varying rates 
of exchange have confused the issue 
— particularly Since the late '60s, 
when floating rates went into effect. 

In 1952, when the reparations 
agreement was signed in Luxem- 
bourg. thq murk was worth only 24 
•U.S. cents: by the end of the last 
decade, it was worth 57 cents. Since 
international bookkeeping is usually 
-done in dollars, the sums have been 
distorted because of the changing 
standard (in this case, the dollar). 

ACCORDING TO the 1952 Lux- 
embourg agreement, Germany had 
to pay Israel DM3b. in reparations, 
with another DM450m. to be 
transferred to the world Jewish 
claims committee. That sum was 
equivalent to S82lm. at the time. (In 
the autumn of 1980, the figure was 
equal to S2.3b., and today it equals, 
$ 1 .45b. — which shows how flexible 
such computations can be.) 

In addition to reparations, Ger- 
many has put DMUOm. in credit at 
the disposal of Israel each year 
since 1961. This credit was agreed 
upon at a meeting between former 
Chancellor Konrad Adenauer and 
Ben-Gurion at the Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel in New York. When 
Adenauer asked if there was 
anything else he could do, Ben- 
Gurion suggested that Germany 
give Israel special credit for the 
development of 'the Negev, and 
Adenauer agreed on the spot. Since 
then, Germany has lent — not 
granted — about DM2.8b. to Israel 
for specific projects agreed upon in 
advance by both governments. 

These sums are loans, but since 
they are long-term (for between 12 
and 20 years, depending on the pro- 
ject) and at low interest (at first up 
to 3 per cent; now up to 8), there is a 
clear element of aid in the agree- 
ment. 

More difficult to compute and es- 
timate are the individual compensa- 
tion agreements with residents of 
Israel. According to figures from 
the Bank of Israel (see table), more 
than 55b. were transferred under 
this clause between 1953 and the 
end of 1980. Any attempt to 
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David Ben-Gurion and Konrad Adenauer..; agreement on credit In thd '60s. 
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translate this sum into marks is 
made extremely difficult by the 
varying rates of exchange and com- 
putations regarding the size of the 
transfer; the payments have tended 
to increase in size over the years. 
This is because of the constant in- 
crease in the size of social benefit 
payments within the Federal 
Republic, which also affects former 
residents of Germany who are now 
in Israel. 

Though the payments have risen, 
the value of the dollar has dropped, 
so that SI 00m. in I960, for instance, 
had a greater value in marks than 
S250m. in 1980. In computing the 
various components to translate in- 
dividual compensation into marks, 
the rate of exchange used here is 2.8 
marks to the dollar (which is still a 
bit high, in favour of the German 
computation). According to these 
figures, the Federal Republic has 
given eligible Israelis individual 
compensation of about DM 15b. 
With the addition of DM3.45b. for 
reparations and DM 2.8b. in credit 
(which must be returned), the total 
Israel has received is DM2 1.25b. — 
giving the Germans benefit of the 
doubt in the computation. 

NEEDLESS to say, this is a huge 
sum, but it is nol.even a third of the 
DM 70b. the German press has been 
writing about so much. One un- 
known is the amount of money 
Israelis have deposited abroad. But 
since most of the recipients needed 
the pensions for current expenses, 
there is no doubt that the 
overwhelming bulk of the money is 
now in Israeli banks. 

Let us drop the matter of the 
moral obligation of a murderer to 
his victim, which the prime minister 
so loves to haggle over. We will 
slick to the analysis of 
“profitability” — and even then 
find that the assertion than “no peo- 
ple has ever been compensated” as 
'the Jews have been is not only 
hypocritical, but also has been 
refuted. (For instance, what about 
the Communist bloc which swal- 


lowed up territory east of the Oder- 
Neisse line and another 100,000 
square kilometres which are now 
East Germany? Doesn't their value 
exceed the imaginary DM70b.?) 

It is refuted also arithmetically: If 
the Jews had not been expelled, the 
German authorities would have had 
to pay sums which exceed the actual 
compensation by far. Most of those 
DM21 ,25b., or DM70b. for the sake 
of this discussion, would have gone 
into the pockets of Jewish residents 
of Germany in the form of pensions 
and other social benefits Germans 
are entitled to by law; only because 
they are Jewish are these "Ger- 
mans" receiving their payments in 
Israel and not in Germany. 

More than that: the social 
benefits arc paid only to those who 
have been expelled — not to their 
descendants. If the parents had con- 
tinued to live in Germany, the 
Federal Republic would have paid 
benefits, pensions, tuition fees and 
health care fees to their children as 
well. But since the parents were 
forced to leave Germany, the 
authorities are exempt from pay- 
ments to their children — this writer 
for one. My father was entitled to a 
pension from Germany in his old 
age — but not mj» mother, my 
brother or myself. If jve had not left 
Germany for one reason or another, 
and miraculously been saved, the 
future generations of the Preuss 
family would also be registered for 
benefits. How much have the 
Germans saved under this category 
of expenses alone? Not to speak of 
whole families that were murdered 
and remained without heirs. Some 
of them and their properly are in- 
cluded in the PM3.45b. that Israel 
received under the 1952 agreement, 
but it is doubtful whether that sum 
accounts for all the damage the 
Nazis inflicted on the Jews. 

If the accounting is done in Ger- 
many. it will be clear that the 
Holocaust was not only a campaign 
of unprecedented “humanity,” but 
that it was also a most profitable 


financial undertaking. If not for the 
Holocaust, Germany would be pay- 
ing the Jews even more — not to 
speak of the property which 
belonged to those who lived in 
regions now part of East Germany 
and who received not a penny of 
compensation. 

There’s more: Some of the money 
transferred each year to Israel is ac- 
counted for by social benefits which 
were purchased at full price. In 
1975, the German authorities al- 
lowed natives of Germany — not 
only in Israel — to acquire pension 
rights for cash payments. The Israel 
Treasury obliged by budgeting the 
necessary sums in marks (this was 
before foreign currency control was 
abolished) so that those who were 
entitled could buy the rights. Tens 
of thousands of residents got their 
pensions this way. The sums are also 
included in "personal compen- 
sation" although they are not com- 
pensation, but ordinary financial 
transactions. 

Though there may have been 
some deviations here or there, it is 
clear that the DM 70b. supposedly 
paid to the victims of Nazi persecu- 
tion simply do not exist. It is true 
that linking financial calculations to 
moral considerations is not exactly 
pleasant. But considering the cam- 
paign under way in Germany today, 
there Is no need for us to hold our 
tongues. 


MhMial cowpeoMflon (In mWloM of Mian) 
tra Mimed to resident! of faraeli 


Yttr 

Total 

Ymt 

1953 

3 

1967 

1954 

6 

1961 

1955 

IS 

1969 

1955 

25 

1970 

1957 

45 

1971 

I95S 

65 

1972 

1959 

70 

1973 

1960 

97 

1974 

1961 

no 

1975 

1962 

134 

1976 

1963 

139 

1977 

1964 

134 

197S 

1965 

113 

1979 

1966 

no 

1980 


5,111 

(By arrangement with Davar.) 
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A courageous 
Danish friend 

ONE OF Israel's truest and most 
courageous friends died in Den- 
mark last month. Jens Lillelund was 
chairman of the League for 
Tolerance, but beyond this, he went 
into action wherever and whenever 
Jews were in trouble. 

When the few Jews remaining in 
Iraq faced persecution and im- 
prisonment, he tried to go to Iraq, 
but was refused a visa. He tried 
several times to go to Moscow on 
behalf of Russian Jews, and he 
repeatedly spoke to the Russian 
ambassador in Copenhagen on 
behalf of Refusedniks, He suc- 
cessfully led the fight to name one 
of Copenhagen's biggest squares 
” Israel PI ads. " 

His fighting spirit expressed itself 
when he became one of the foun- 
ding members .of the Danish 
Resistance group named after the 
legendary Danish hero Holger 
Danske. He participated in 19431a 
one of the first major sabotage acts, 
the bombing of the Forum Building 
in Copenhagen. Later Lillelund 
miraculously escaped from a 
Gestapo arrest, fled to the safety of 
Sweden and made his way to 
England, where he helped to 
prepare the invasion of Denmark. 
He landed in Copenhagen two days 
after the German surrender. 

Jens instinctively knew what was 
right and what was wrong. During 
the Biafra war he, without much 
ado, made his home available to 
Biafra wounded. As soon as the 
Yom Kippur War was over, he 
arrived in Israel with a group of 
Danish Resistance veterans. His at- 
tachment to Israel and his loyalty to 
the Jewish people were deeply 
rooted in his sense of justice and 
freedom. When he was 75, it was as 
natural to him as it was to his many 
friends in Israel that he came here 
with his family to celebrate his 
birthday. 

One found it difficult to believe 
I that such an unusuuliy active man 
I could be so modest. Denmark has 
I lost one of her valiant freedom 
fighters, and Israel a stuunch friend. 
ESTHER HERLITZ 

A bond in 
sculpture 

LONDON. — Prime Minister 
Margaret Thntcher recently com« 
to the town hull of Burnet, the Lon- 
don suburb, to unveil a statue sym- 
bolizing the friendship between 
Bnmei and the Israeli city of Ramat 
Gan. 

The Borough of Burnet has a 
large Jewish population. In its boun- 
daries is the constituency of 
Finchley, which Mrs. Thatcher 
represents in the House of Com- 
mons. In fact, Mrs. Thatcher is still 
the nominal president of the Anglo- 
Israel Friendship League of 
Finchley. 

Mr. Thatcher studiously avoided 
making any political remarks con- 
cerning British-Israeli relations, 
limiting herself to expressing her 
“pleasure and pride” at being given 
the opportunity to unveil the statue, 
executed by Ramat Gan sculptor 
Yitzhak Ofer, who attended the 
ceremony. 

Called “The Family of Man," the 
two-metre-high bronze strflue Is an 
exact replica of the one' erected In 
Ramat Gan a year ago. 

Also ultending the ceremony 
were Ramat Gan mayor Israel 
Pelcd and Israeli Ambassador 
Shlomo Argov. 
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The lure of 
Hie Galilee 

By HELGA DUDMAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
A BOTTLE OF champagne (local) 
was broken over the gleaming prow 
of one of two new air-conditioned 
excursion boats acquired by the 
Kinneret Sailing Company; 33 new 
“mobile homes” were getting the 
finishing touches at their lakeside 
site just north of Kibbutz Ein Gev, 
bringing the total or these facilities, 
each sleeping four-plus, to 83. And 
the expanded fish restaurant, now 
seating 600, was opened to a press 
tour. 

These three branches of the kib- 
butz' tourism industry, which now 
accounts for about half of its in- 
come, have been increased to cope 
with the augmented flow of tourists 
to Galilee. This is expected for this 
season, largely as a result of the 
closedown of much of Sinai as a 
tourist attraction. Forty kibbutz 
members now work year-round in 
Ein Gev's tourism branch, and up to 
80 in the high season. 

“1 1 is true that a few years ago our 
young people tended to be reluctant 
to work in this service branch," one 
of the kibbutz managers explained. 
"Today, however, we have no trou- 
ble at all in this regard.” 

M uch of Ein Gev's tourist income 
is in hard currency, since foreign 
visitors account for a substantial 
number of its guests. Of the 300,000 
passengers carried annually by its 
fleet of eight excursion boats 
(counting the two new ones, which 
were made to order in Holland), 
some 80 per cent are Christian 
pilgrims, and their tours run From 
Tiberias to Capernaum. The sailing 
company also provides steady 
employment 10 24 wage-earners 
from Tiberias. 

The famous fish restaurant ex- 
pects 100,000 visitors this season, of 
whom about half arc from abroad. 
An estimated total of some 150,000 
fish meals will be served. 

The Holiday Village, situated at 
what musl be one of the world’s 
most pleasant, historically 
fascinating, and climatically benign 
sites, is open all year round. 

Weather control is now used to a 
degree that seems to this reporter 
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is- 


The new Dutch-made excursion boat Magdala is testing the waters of 
the Kinneret after a big crane lowered It Into the lake from Its giant 
transporter truck. 


excessive, though this is of course 
an expensive attempt to please the 
guests. Thus, the immaculate newly 
expanded restaurant is air- 
conditioned to a glacial 
temperature, in violent contrast to 
the sun outside, which is what the 
dollar-paying guest has come in 
quest of. Similarly, the pride of the 
two newly acquired boats is their 
airconditioned lower deck. 

The handsome new ships have 
movable benches on the top deck 
which can swing aside to permit 
dancing on evening cruises. 

Holiday facilities at ihe “Village" 
which accounted for 80,000 tourisl- 
nights last year (20 percent or these, 
foreign tourists) are sold abroad 
through travel agents and camping 
societies. Guests have a range of 
sleeping choices, which start at 
bring -you r-own-lents and go up to 
the latest in mobile homes, with 
kitchen facilities, private showers, 
and of course airconditioners. 

Ein Gev's camping project 
started in 1964, with campers 
roughing it in tents. Twenty com- 
pact mobile-home "bungalows” 
were brought from Holland in 1971, 
and 30 more subsequently from 
England. The newest group were 
made in Israel by Tromasbest, to 
specifications for Galilee condi- 
tions. 

While hardly spacious, they can 
sleep four in reasonable comfort 


(the dining-nook, for instance, 
opens up into a double bed) and 
children, if thin, can be accom- 
modated elsewhere. The price for 
one night, based on an occupancy 
of four, is about IS700. The Village 
is nearly Tully booked through the 
holidays, but inquiries are still being 
accepted. 

The “camping atmosphere" is 
preserved at the site, but with such 
modern conveniences as a mini- 
supermarket. The beach is one of 
the country's nicest, with a well- 
carcd-for lawn going right down to 
the water — at least in high water- 
level years such as this one. 

One of the reason’s for the pop- 
ularity of Ein Gev's tourism project 
is the human warmth of the 
enterprise. All foreign groups are 
given a tour of the kibbutz, with ex- 
planations available not only in 
English, German, and French, but 
also in Italian, Spanish, Swedish, 
Danish, and Norwegian. 

Another bright spot is the un- 
usually good relationship between 
the Ein Gev members and the men 
from Tiberias, who work in the 
tourism project, including the boat 
crews and the lifeguards. The 
lifeguards are proud of the excellent 
conditions at the beach, and the 
long-standing personal relationships 
with their kibbutz employers. "Ours 
is the best beach in the country,” 
they say. 


Of carob seeds and swords 


Portion of the week: Devarlm, 
Deut. 1.1-3.22. Haftara: Isaiah l.l- 
2.27. The verse discussed is Isaiah 
1.19-20. 

LAST FEBRUARY 20, this column 
dealt with standards of measure- 
ment and stated that apart from the 
possibility mentioned by Ibn Ezra 
that the standard of measurement 
called the gera Is a carob seed, this 
tree, though indigenous to Israel* is 
not mentioned in the Bible. 

This statement brought two let- 
ters in response, one from advocate 
Raphael Levi of the Israel Institute 
of Standards, who has done much 
research In standards of measure- 
ment in the Bible and Talmud, and 
his letter enclosed some of the fruits 
of his work. 

The other letter was from a Mr. 
Hirschorn of Netanya, who main- 
tained that I was mistaken. He said 
that the verse from the haftara, 
usually rendered "if ye be willing 
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and hearken, ye shall eat of 
the good of the land, but if ye refuse 
and rebel, ye shall be devoured by 
the sword” is rendered in the 
Revised Standard translation of the 
Bible, “ye shall eat carobs." 

This version depends or ; : 'ding 
the word " cherev " (a sword) as 
"charuv" (carob) and on 
punctuating the word "te'uchlu ” (ye 
shall be devoured) as "tochlu'' (ye 
shall eat). He concluded that our 
midrash also seems to refer to this 
meaning of the verse. 

IN MY REPLY, I pointed out that 1 
had dealt In this column with this 
rendering many years ago, a discus- 
sion included in the volume of my 
collected articles. In point of fact, 
the midrash does more than “aeem" 
to refer to such a rendering. 

Nevertheless I disagree entirely 
that this can be the literal meaning, 
and I am astonished that an official 
authorized translation should tam- 
per in this way with the traditional 


The last rose of 


IT IS QUITE pleasant to receive an 
invitation from one of the more 
costly eating places, especially 
when il comes with an assurance 
that I may remain incognito until 
the end of the meal. Just such an in- 
vitation was extended to me by 
M ichel Kienzl, the maitre d’hdtel of 
Le Versailles, whose splendours are 
hidden away in 37 Rehov Geula, 
near Mograbi Square in Tel Aviv. 

The dining area has a neo- 
baroque flavour with midnight-blue 
walls and ceiling and dim lighting, 
barely illuminating the dozens of 
pictures hung in every available 
space. A feeling that we had 
wandered into a French colony was 
reinforced by the menu, in French, 
and by the waitress, who took our 
order in heavily accented Hebrew. 
Nor did we fail to notice the crystal 
glassware, the silver tableware and 
the lace tablecloths. Ours had a 
small hole near my place, a result, 
no doubt, of an inconsiderate diner 
with a cigarette. 

I opened my meal with cold 
shrimp with six mayonnaises. Three 
large crustaceans were presented 
with a tray on which sat six small 
sauce boats, each with a little 
spoon. The offerings that particular- 
ly appealed to me were the aioli, a 
garlic mayonnaise, and another 
flavoured with curry. But, with all 
due respect for elegance, 1 would 
have been happier had there been 
six shrimp and only three kinds of 
nmyonnuisc. 

My companion's terrine, on the 
other hand, was a most generous 
slab of liver pill 4, but in all other 
respects, it was undistinguished. 
True, the menu had not indicated 
part de foie gras, and we had not ex- 
pected it. but it would have been 
pleasant to try something with a lit- 
tle more character than the grey, 
mashed, overcooked chicken livers 
that appeared before us. 


AS A RULE, I never drink rosi 
wine, judging it the most un- 
interesting of vintages, but rules are 
made to be broken, and we found 
the Monfort G re n ache rosi we 
ordered, considered by some to be 
among the best Israel has to ofier, a 
fine thing to sip on a summer even- 
ing. 

Also helping in our digestion was 
a pianist, operating from an upright 
piano near the bar. We were the 
only patrons in the house when the 
pianist began to play, and we were 
engulfed by a wonderful luxurious 
feeling of having everyone — chef, 
waitresses and pianist — performing 
for our benefit alone. 

Adding to the performance was 
my main course, rognons monsieur, a 
dish in which the kidneys were light- 
ly cooked and then (lambid in 
brandy at the table, with the 
waitress preparing the cream sauce 
with mustard. The kidneys were 
delicious, delicate tasting and not 
overcooked. With them were the 
tiniest balls of fried potato. 

The attention paid to my dish 
seemed to take a toll on the veal 
cordon bleu that my companion 
ordered. The veal stuffed with 
cheese and smoked meat was served 
with a border of mashed potatoes, 
and evidently the dish was kept in 
the oven perhaps until the kidneys 1 
ordered were ready. The veal 
seemed overcooked and less tender 
as u result, its sauce had become 
congealed and crusty, a pity for it 
was a lovely tarragon preparation. 

EVEN BEFORE the main course 
arrived, I began thinking about the 
dessert. The menu listed quite a 
number of soufllds. I refrained from 
ordering one as a first course btAh 
because l did not care to wail for a 
souffle, and because those offered 
were what I believed I could make 
just as nicely at home. 


II 


Masoretic text. 

The verb "achol" (to eat) la a 
common metaphor in the Bible for 
destruction by the sword (e.g. II 
Sam. 2.26, 1,1.25, 18.8; Jer. 12,12; 
Nahum 2.14 'and 3.15, and Isaiah 
31.8). The r|bbis of the midrash 
allowed themselves such interpreta- 
tions dependent on a re-reading of 
words, but they clearly differentiate 
between the literal meaning and the 
aggadic interpretation, which they 
use to convey a moral message. R. 
Aha himself gives this message. 
Since the carob was the poor man's 
food available to all. he deplores the 
deleterious effect of wealth on the 
Jews, and . quoting the proverb, 
“poverty is as becoming to a Jew as 
red trappings to a horse,” he 
mitigates the harshness of the verse 
by explaining that God will not 
. destroy his people, but merely 
reduce them to poverty, but even in 
thqt there is a blessing. 

LI. RABINQWITZ 
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BOOKS 

PERHAPS THE most illuminating 
example in this book of the skilful 
and effective conduct of foreign 
policy is the handling of the "Black 
September" crisis in 1970. Readers 
may remember that the PLO hi- 
jacked five international aircraft, 
and that three of them — of British, 
Swiss and West German ownership 
respectively — were forced to land 
at an abandoned airstrip, near 
Zcrka, in Jordan, Three hundred 
hostages were threatened with 
death unless Israel set free some 200 
security detainees, and the 
countries to which the three planes 
belonged released all the Arab ter- 
rorists they held. 

Gideon Rafael, who was 
director-general of the Foreign 
Ministry at the time, advised self- 
reiraint:' “If we were all to sit it out 
calmly, eyeball to eyeball, so to 
speak, the hijackers would be the 
first to blink.” Despite heavy pres- 
sure from the other governments, 
Israel stood firm, while the crisis 
centre in Jerusalem worked round 
the clock, analysing the information 
as it came in. 

After ten days the fate of the pas- 
sengers still hung in the balance. 
Arafat called for the overthrow of 
the Jordanian Government, and 
King Hussein sent his troops to at- 
tack the PLO forces entrenched in 
refugee camps. Then Syrian forma- 
tions, including 300 tanks, carrying 
the insignia of the “Palestinian 
Liberation Army," invaded Jordan, 
and Hussein appealed to the 
Americans for urgent military in- 
tervention by air and land “from 
any quarter." 

Kissinger indicated to Ambas- 
sador Yitzhak Rabin that the 
Americans would not be displeased 
if Israel were to respond to this cry 
for help from a former enemy. All 
the possible Implications were 
thoroughly discussed by the two 

DILEMMAS can be said to be of 
two kinds — real and imaginary. 
However, even the most imaginary 
dilemmas have a way of becoming 
-real. provided they are imagined 
long and intensively enough. 

Anne Roiphe’s dilemma is a real 
enough one, no matter how you 
choose to look at it. As she puts it 
repeatedly and variously in this col- 
lection of reflections, impressions, 
erfs de coeur. memoirs and inter- 
views, it is best summed up in this 
passage: “I turn my car around. My 
children are staring out the window 
at the church... The sweet lights in 
the church are like a campfire keep- 
ing away the wild beasts of imagina- 
tion if not of reality. We cannot 
move toward that campfire. We 
cannot warm bur feel or hands 
there, because we are Jews. Or are 
we still Jews? Do we dare call 
ourselves Jews? Do we dare not call 
ourselves Jews?" And, a page later, 
repeating the same questions, she 
goes on to ask: “Is it possible to be 
without a name? Are we brave 
enough or foolish enough to try?" 

Needless to say, for many of us 
this kind of self-questioning may 
never have occurred in the first 
place. And 1 am not necessarily 
referring to Jews living in Israel. 
Would the various rabbis to whom 
the author has turned for enlighten- 
ment in the course of her quest have 
ever experienced such outlandish 
dilemmas? Mrs. Roiphe’s story, as 
she so disarmingly tells ii, is familiar 
enough. 

Her grandfather Isaac came to 
America from Eastern Europe when 
he was nine, took up his pushcart 
when he was 10, and started a shirt 
factory when he was 20 — "and at 
35 sent his wife to Europe to 
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Skilful diplomacy 


DESTINATION PEACE: Three 
Decades of Israeli Foreign Policy: A 
Personal Memoir by Gideon Rafael 
London, Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 
403 pp. £14.95. 
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Misha Louvish 



Ahhn Eban ..."the lonely swordsman" 

.governments, and concerted action 
was taken. The American Sixth Reel 
was reinforced and ships moved 
closer to the Lebanese and Syrian 
coasis. A U.S. naval plane landed os- 
tentatiously at Lod", and Israel, no 
less ostentatiously, moved two ar- 
moured brigades up the Jordan Val- 
ley to battle positions in plain view 
of the invading Syrians. 

HEARTENED by this display of 
American and Israeli resolve, Hus- 
sein struck back, and Syrian tanks 
began to turn back across the 
border. I n less than three weeks the 
crisis was over. AH the passengers of 
the hijacked planes were set free 
unharmed after the three European 
countries had handed over their 
prisoners. There was no capitula- 
tion on the part of Israel. 


The concerted PLO-Syrian attack 
was thus beaten off without the fir- 
ing of a single Israeli or American 
shot, and also — fact doubly 
significant in the light of recent 
developments — without bombastic 
threats or any boasting. The Labour 
team — Golda Meir, Abba Eban, 
Yigal AUon and Moshe Dayan — 
reinforced by the sage advice and 
good staff work of Gideon Rafael 
and his men, had coped with an ugly 
situation, and demonstrated to the 
United Stales — through self- 
restraint and sober judgment, not 
through public pronouncements — 
that Israel was a strategic asset and 
a force for peace in the Middle 
East. 

The episode was typical of 
Rafael's approach throughout his 
career since the time he had helped 
Moshe Sharett (with the assistance 
of just one secretary) to set up the 
Israeli Foreign Ministry in Hagana 
headquarters in the old “Red 
House” on the Tel Aviv shore. He 
appears to have shared Sharett's 
viewpoint in most of his differences 
with Ben-Gurion and — especially 
— with Lavon and Dayan. 

Like his master, he believed that 
the possible international repercus- 
sions must be fully allowed for in 
every decision on military opera- 
tions, while B-G expected the 
Foreign Ministry to be, first and 
foremost, an obedient interpreter 
and advocate of national defence 
policy. B-G himself, as Rafael puts 
it, “was endowed with the unique 
gift of being able to switch in- 
slanlaneouly from high flights of 
fancy lo earthy realism without any 
intermediary stages." 


American dilemma 



GENERATION WITHOUT 
MEMORY: A Jewish Journey In 
Christian America by Anne 'Roiphe. 
New York, Linden Press/Simon & 
Schuster. 221 pp. S1 1.95 


Nissim Rejwan 


purchase fine lace tablecloths and 
silver and dishes for their new home 
on Riverside Drive." He gave his 
two sons his business and saw two of 
his daughters well married — and 
“he did not have time to ask the 
question. He did not belong to a 
lime when the question could be 
asked." H is granddaughter however 
does have time — and plenty of it. 

The story of the writing of 
Generation Without Memory, so we 


are told in an indirect sort of way, 
all started in December 1978, when 
the author published an article in 
the New York Times describing how 
despite being nominally Jewish, she 
and her family are in the habit of 
celebrating Christmas, complete 
with decorated tree and a reading of 
Dylan Thomas's “A Child’s 
Christmas in Wales.” The article, 
entitled "Christmas Comes to a 
Jewish Home,” attracted a torrent 
of negative responses and the Times 
printed a representative selection. 
Though she never says so, It was 
this, in all probability, that sent Mrs. 
Roiphe on her present quest. 

NOW THAT she has completed her 
search, her journey in Christian 
America, does Mrs. Roiphe come 
out with anything new, any real 


This tonsion between military 
needs and foreign-policy considera- 
tions was a major factor in many of 
the episodes described in this book. 
A typical example is the Lavon Af- 
fair, whose genesis is clearly and 
succinctly explained. 

Another is the prelude to the Six 
Day War, when the guns spoke after 
the diplomats failed, despite almost 
continuous effort, to dissuade UN 
Secretary-General U Thant from 
withdrawing the UN Emergency 
Force from Sinai and the Gaza 
Strip. Most fateful of all was the 
failure to reach agreement in 1971 
on a limited Israeli withdrawal and 
the reopening of the Suez Canal. 
This led to the deadlock broken 
only by the Yom Kippur War. 

Moshe Dayan was involved in 
each of these events, as in many 
others. Rafael’s relations with 
Dayan extended over a period of 
40 years, and culminated in a 
brief though not, apparently, very 
satisfactory spell of service under 
him. His characterization of Dayan 
as politician is written with a pen 
dipped in acid: 

“It has become an Israeli national 
pastime... lo figure out the true in- 
tentions behind the surprise moves 
of Moshe Dayan. Some appear to 
be so involved that seasoned 
Dayanologists believe that he 
himself is not always so clear at the 
outset of an opaque move of the end 
he strives for. Rocking the boat is 
his favourite tactic, not to overturn 
it, but to sway it sufficiently for the 
helmsman to lose his grip or for 
some of its unwanted passengers to 
fall overboard.” 

OF ALL THE foreign ministers under 
whom Rafael served, he seems to 
have felt most comfortable with 
Abba Eban, with whom he fell 
“strong links of intellectual and per- 
sonal affinity," while Eban 


change, any stilling of the emotions? 
Hardly at all. One reviewer in a 
Jewish monthly, quoting the 
author’s remark about 
“nationhood” being “a landscape of 
incredible grandeur,” and her ad- 
mission that "the culture itself, the 
more one knows of it, well, the 
more it shines with radiance,*’ con- 
cludes his review with the exclama- 
tion: “Welcome back!" 

The welcome is a little too 
premature. To this reviewer, for 
one, Mrs. Roiphe seems to stund 
exactly where she had left off when 
she started pn her search. The kind 
of Judaism she suggests she is now 
willing lo embrace — a Judaism that 
is vaguely universal, non-exclusive, 
political, liberal and even feminist 
— is simply nowhere in sight. 
Among many other similar things 
she writes: “1 appreciate our 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. I 
know that I will make beautiful 
weddings for our daughters and that 
our funerals will sente well enough. 
But I do believe that the tensions of 
the ancient ways, the closeness to 
primitive magic, the patina of the 
ages and the sense of connection to 
past and future that are lacking in 
our lives are serious losses." ' 

On a more didactic plane, too, 
she has many perceptive things to 
say. Quoting Albert Einstein's list of 
those features of the Jewish tradi- 
tion that made him thank his stars 
that he belonged to it — the pursuit 
of knowledge for its own sake, an 
almost fanatical love of justice and 
the desire for persona) in- 
dependence — she writes: “Even if 
these are the words of Albert Ein- 
stein, there is something simplistic 
about them and they come from 
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describes Rafael in his 
autobiography as “a political 
analyst of great precision and - in. 
sight." Rafael pays repeated tribute 
to the younger man’s diplomatic 
and oratorical prowess. H e 
describes, for example, how "Eban 
the lonely swordsman, wielded his 
rapier with admirable skill," and 
refers to his "masterful oratory, In- 
cisive logic nnd persuasive 
argument" in explaining the Kibya 
operation (in 1953. when an Israeli 
force crossed into Jordan), though 
he was fur from convinced of its 
necessity. 

HE. CERTAINLY seems to sym- 
pathize with Eban in his frequent 
brushes with Ambassador Yitzhak 
Rabin, who, at an early stage of his 
mission in Washington, “had come 
to the conclusion that his Minister 
and his associates were unable to 
understand the intricacies of foreign 
affairs, which he had mastered with 
rocket speed.” 

There are many other examples 
in the book of this kind of quiet but 
trenchant irony: 

After Eban defied Golda Meir: 
"Forgetting was not one of Golda's 
distinctive qualities. The clash with 
Eban continued to hover over their 
relations like a dark cloud, never to 
dissipate." 

“Like many others, Eshkol was 
reluctant to cross Dayan’s path, 
fearful of being run over at a dimly- 
lit, political street-crossing.” 

“King Hussein of Jordan became 
the modern political Noah of the 
great Middle East flood...He is the 
great survivor on the fast-spinning 
oriental turntable.” 

But above ail, this book is impor- 
tant as u wise and highly instructive 
survey of Israeli foreign policy. Is 
there any hope of inducing Mr. 
Mcnachem Begin to read it carefully 
from cover to cover and digest its 
lessons? D 


clouds or political rhetoric rather 
than the clear skies of logic." For 
one thing, she objects, the Jews are 
not unique in their pursuit of 
knowledge and their love of 
justice: “All peoples’ traditions 
respect goodness and virtue." For 
another, “the Jews of the ghetto, 
the Jews of the Middle Ages, the 
Jews of the great Jewish learning 
and study, valued not personal 
freedom but group allegiance and 
related all activities to their past. 
Jewish learning in the chcder fosters 
group agreement, repetition, rather 
than innovation... It is in the leaving 
of the group, the udoption of the 
strangers’ ways, that the Jewish 
mind begins lo take the qualities 
Einstein spoke of: Freud, Marx, 
Einstein himself, Kafka, Woody Al- 
len...” 

Precisely. No reader of this book 
can Tail to be impressed, and often 
deeply touched, by the author's 
candour, her eloquence and, above 
all, the strength of her feelings 
about the subject. Towards the end 
of her “Conclusions," Mrs. Roiphe 
writes, after listing the desirable 
qualities of the brartd of Judaism 
that would be acceptable to her: "it 
is in the Jewish tradition for the 
Jewish tradition to change, so 
perhaps! Is it possible to find^a 
Reform Judaism that doesn't erooj. 

before the materialism.-aifd 

mediocrity of this country? I will 
start looking for this kind of 
Judaism." 

Clearly it's going to be along and 
probably endless wait. However, 
jews being notorious for their 
capacity for' waiting, Mrs. Roiph* 
can have the consolation of not b®’ 
ing alone out there, waiting. . D 
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AT A T1 ME when the nations of the 
world increasingly side with the 
Arabs, against Israel, a new under- 
taking Has opened its doors on the 
ground floor of a flat in Jerusalem's 
Rehavia quarter. It is called the In- 
ternational Christian Embassy 
Jerusalem, or ICEJ for short. 

Whom does it represent? A sec- 
tion of world opinion who are dis- 
persed and whose existence was not 
properly apprehended till now, but 
who are beginning to become vocal: 
the Christian Zionists. 

Says Jan Willem van der Hoeven, 
a tall, fervent young Dutchman who 
functions as the embassy 
spokesman: "Passive support for 
Israel is not enough, we believe in 
action. You seek aid from 7 million 
Jews — but there are 70 million 
Christians waiting to be exploited." 

They are those who believe tex- 
tually in the Holy Bible, which 
states (and repeats more than once) 
that Abraham and his descendants 
are to receive “the whole land of 
Canaan as an everlasting posses- 
sion." 

Christian Zionists compromise 
neither over their beliefs nor their 
politics- "The Bible," Van der 
Hoeven points out emphatically, 
“docs not say that you will receive 
half the land of Canaan. Yet all the 
world's governments want to give 
part of it away (the West Bank and 
Gaza], and they are supported — 
would you believe it? — by many of 
the Jewish people. We are better 
Zionists than you Israelis. You don’t 
fully believe in your own cause.” 
The betrayal of the gentiles 
should strengthen the Jewish pur- 
pose, not weaken it. Far from being 
intransigent — the accusation com- 
monly levelled at the Israelis — they 
arc excessively accommodating, 
they appease too much, they fail to 
stand up for their God-given 
historic rights. “Your hasbara [in- 
formation drivel is cringing, 
apologetic. You are satisfied if 
foreigners arc not overtly anti- 
Israel. 

“I ask you, why should non-Jews 
in Holland, with all the pressures 
they face from the oil powers, be 
more pro-Israel than you are?” as- 
serts van der Hoeven. 

When he says “you” he means 
those Jews of little faith who are wil- 
ling lo barter their territorial 
heritage to placate the enemy. 
“People like that," he concludes, 
“damage our work." 

THEIR WORK STARTED last 
Sue cot (Festival of Tabernacles) 
when the embassy was founded in 
Israel's capital as a Christian answer 
to the shameful exit at the lime of 1 3 
governmental embassies. A thou- 
sand Christians, marching in 
procession, were moved to the heart 
by the reaction of the Jewish crowd, 
who cheered and blew kisses at 
them. 

Chief Rabbi Shlomo Goren said 
that the pilgrimage was a fulfilment 
of Zechariah XX 14. We looked up 
the passage and found the following 
prophecy: “And it shall come to 
pass that everyone that is left of all 
the nations which came up against 
Jerusalem (that is, conquered the 
city and sent its population into cap- 
tivity, but were afterwards smitten 
by God’s hand), shall even go up 
from year to year to worship the 
King, the Lord of Hosts and to keep 
the Feast of Tabernacles." 

Next Succol, three- lo five- 
thousand Christian pilgrims are due. 
‘‘We're snowed under," says Joan 
McWhirter, one of the embassy's 
volunteer staff, beaming happily. 
"We don’t know how to cope.” 
Widespread enthusiasm is there to 
be tapped. Cables welcoming the 
embassy's creation poured in from 
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Embassy without a country 

The status of Jerusalem poses no problem. for the occupants of the one new 
diplomatic mission established in the capital in the past year. The Post's DAVID KRIVINE 
pays a call at the International Christian Embassy, which seeks to reach up to 
70 million potential supporters around the world. Photos by Karen Benzian. 
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(Above) Johann Ulckoff, the embassy's director. (Below) Spokesman 
van der Hoewn: 'We are better Zionists than you Israelis . ' 
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individuals and Christian organiza- 
tions all over the world. One from 
Brussels says. “This is a historic oc- 
casion in which together we can 
comfort Zion and continue to pray 
and seek for the peace of 
Jerusalem." 

Crossroads Christian Com- 
munications Inc. cabled: “Millions 
of Canadians believe that our em- 
bassy should have been moved to 
Jerusalem. Now with the opening of 
the Christian Embassy we have a 
means of Expressing our commit- 
ment, in spite of the weakness of 
our politicians." 

An Englishwoman writes from 
London that she has placed a 
standing order with the First Inter- 
national Bank of Israel for a 
monthly contribution. She adds: “I 
am thankful that we Christians have 
an embassy in Jerusalem." 

THE EMBASSY has 20 staff 
members working full lime, plus 
three part-time, from nine different 
countries. They get no salaries, 
though some help is given where 
necessary with board and lodging. 
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Timothy King is the treasurer. 
He left his business in Canada to learn 
about Israel at the Institute of Holy 
Land Studies. The institute was 
founded by the late G. Douglas 
Young, one of Israel’s most devoted 
supporters. His successor, Dr. 
George Giacumakis, of the U.S., is 
chairman of the embassy's board of 
trustees. 1 

King says, "Our budget, if you can 
call it (hat, c^mes from donations. 
The embassy is expanding its ac- 
tivities. We have offices or are es- 
tablishing offices (called Friends of 
the International Christian Embassy 
Jerusalem) in (he U.S., Canada, Bri- 
tain. Northern Ireland, Norway, 
Sweden. Denmark. Finland, West 
Germany. Holland, Switzerland, 
South Africa. Australia, New 
Zealand and Ghana — and that’s 
only a beginning. 

"Our costs have skyrocketed. But 
the inflow of money has grown with 
(he need.” Though not by any 
means flush. ICEJ is financially sol- 
vent and — "with the aid of 
prayer," van der Hoeven interjects 
— its policy is to remain that way. 


Embassy director is Johann 
Luckhoff, of South Africa. A pastor 
of the Dutch Reform Church, he 
visited Israel in time for the Taber- 
nacles festival and stayed to help 
this new venture. He is abroad at 
the moment on the business of 
ICEJ, which he represented in Hol- 
land when, on May 22, a petition for 
the release of Soviet Jews was 
presented to the Russian Embassy, 
with 10,000 Christian signatures. 

His next stop was Berlin, where a 
huge three-day gathering took place 
in June of Christian delegations 
from all over the world. He was one 
of the participants at a morning ses- 
sion devoted to relations with Israel 
and the Jewish people. 

David Bivin (U.S.), another 
trustee, is director of the American 
Ulpan in Jerusalem, which runs both 
Hebrew and English classes. Merv 
and Merla Watson (Canada) are 
musicians and devote their talents 
to the Israeli cause. They have lived 
in this country for five years and in- 
tend to stay. Says Merla, “We’ve 
performed behind the Iron Curtain, 
our contact was with the un- 
derground church. We found an 
avid interest in Israel, a desire to 
know whether the biblical 
prophecies were really being fulfil- 
led. a wish to help, if only they 
could, hy working in a kibbutz" 

Jay and Meridel Rawlings, also 
Canadians, make films for television 
or direct showing, which tell of the 
Israeli epic. They screened one, 
believe it or not. in Red China. 

WHAT IS the motive behind all 
these good people’s activity? Van 
der Hoeven recalls the immense 
spiritual debt owed to the Jews, also 
the guilt that Christians feel towards 
this much-persecuted nation. "The 
Old Testament is not your only be- 
quest to humanity, the New Testa- 
ment loo is a Jewish book. Those 
who wrote it were practising Jews, 
who did not eat pig," he reminds us. 

The restored Jewish state is 
destined to be an example, a source 
of redemption lo the nations, which 
are sunk today in an unparalleled 
materialism. “The Jews are meant 
to lead the world, they have it in 
their blood." He appends a shrewd 
rider: “If you Jews were to say that, 
you would fear to be clobbered as a 
bunch of racists. But I’m not a Jew. 
and l say it." 

Have we measured up to these 
high expectations? In many respects 
not, he concedes regretfully, but life 
has been hard. "Since the 
Holocaust you have fought four 
wars, with only cease-fires in 
between. You still don't know what 
it is to live in peace." 

There are other shortcomings. 
The Jews of Israel have not inured 
themselves against the abomina- 
tions of the gentiles, and their old- 
time idealism does show signs of 
(lagging. We lack the sense of mis- 
sion, we art assimilating to foreign 
standards. Van der Hoeven 
reproves us like the prophets of old. 
"Have you survived the terrible 
ordeals of your 2,000 year exile, in 
order lo set up at the end an or- 
dinary carnal, self-seeking state like 
Denmark or Holland or America? 

"We in the gentile countries need 


inspiration. Go to Stockholm or 
Amsterdam and see the situation 
that people face. There are no 
moral standards any more, 
everything is permissible. We don't 
know how to live, how to retain our 
Jewish-Christian heritage,' it’s a sick 
world. The Jews have to supply that 
need." 

But how, I ask — by complying 
with Orthodox ritual? 

“Jeremiah provides you with the 
best answer. He says the Lord will 
make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel. God will this time 
write the law in their hearts." 

The Jews possess the spiritual 
legacy that will redeem mankind. 
"It’s not the 613 mitsvot of thou- 
shnlt and thou-shalt-noi. The es- 
sence of Judaism is contained in two 
of its precepts: love thy God with all 
thy heart, and love thy neighbour as 
thyself.” 

HE IS CONFIDENT that the Jews 
of Israel will find their way back to 
the straight and narrow path, and 
makes these criticisms "not out of 
disapprobation, hut out of con- 
cern." 

“The world chooses to brand 
Israel ns aggressive. They don't see 
that this nation is desperate for 
{peace and will make any sacrifice; 
only their own land they want to re- 
tain. 

“Sadat declares that he won’t 
give up ‘an inch of Arab territory, 
though he has no claim to Sinai 
remotely comparable to the Jewish 
claim’ on Eretz Yisrael. 
Nevertheless the world sees him as 
the great guy. Sadat with his pipe." 

THE EMBASSY arc steadfast in 
thqjr beliefs, and do not hesitate to 
give them voice, before Jew and 
gentile alike. Their main purpose, 
however, is to harness the Christian 
world in support of Israel’s cause — 
through thick and thin. 

Not all (heir representative of- 
fices overseas are new. Where a 
suitable voluntary organization 
already exists, they make contact 
with it — and there are quite a 
number around: “Help to Israel" in 
Holland, “Prayer for Israel'* in Bri- 
tain, "Arbeilskreis vur Israel" in 
West Germany. “International 
Christian Action for Israel” in 
South Africa. Other such groups ex- 
ist elsewhere. 

“Here," says van der Hoeven, "is 
their embassy.” Or, as an alter- 
native designation: “You can see us 
as a kind of Sochnut [Jewish Agen- 
cy]." The embassy promotes every 
kind of propaganda for the cause it 
cherishes, through press, radio, 
films, tapes, meetings, "love-lsrael" 
nights. . 

One of its aims is lo assist the 
Israeli economy. A rich business- 
man called Karel van Oordt, who 
volunteered lo be the embassy's 
"economic attach^." has organized 
IP80 (IP stands for Israeli Product). 
He started the drive in his own 
country. Holland, where he created 
an Israel Promotion Centre. 

This is the way It’ works. Van 
Oordt and his associates sponsor 
coffee evenings featuring Israeli 
commodities. They then proceed lo 
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Music and movement classes at the Kfar Gallm summer camp; at centre are Robert and Mary Jane Asher, founders of the Music Foundation of Israel 


THE 200 teenagers taking part in a 
two-and-a-half week summer camp 
in the Kfar Gaiim agricultural 
school near Haifa arc undoubtedly 
having fun, but the experience can 
hardly be described as a vacation. 

From 7.30 a.m. until late at night, 
they arc participating in special 
dance, music and drama workshops 
funded by the three-ycar-old Music 
Foundation of Israel. 

Specially selected for their 
promising talent, the youngsters, 
from all over the country, pay only a 
nominal fee for the experience. 
The rest is provided by the Music 
Foundation, which began as a mere 
Sl5,Q00-a-year operation providing 
musical instruments to disadvan- 
taged youngsters and has swelled to 
a S350.0Q0-a-year programme, 
which has started thousands of 
Israeli youngsters on a musical 
road. 

The founders, Robert and Mary 
Jane Asher of Chicago, could have 
— like most philanthropists •— writ- 
ten a cheque and felt satisfied with 
that. Instead, the couple rented an 
apartment in Jerusalem and spend a 
third of the year here, planning pro- 
jects. providing encouragement and 
making sure that their seed money 
is channelled into the most effective 
places. 

The summer camp*s dance, 
drama and music programmes each 
have their own instructors and 
supervisor, some of (hem specially 
brought in from the U.S. Selection 
criteria for the young participants 
differed, but all were harsh. Those 
enrolled in drama, for instance, had 
to be members of theatre groups 
(such as those in Kiryat Shmonn, 
Ofakim in the South and in Kiryat 
Bia'ik near Haifa). 

The young musicians are 
members of local bands or the 
Nntional Youth Band. As for dance 
students, they arc actually divided 
in two groups: those who attended 
regular dance classes at ntat’uassim 


<( imilnuid Tram preceding pace.} 

the local supermarket and say: 
"People who come to the coffee 
evenings will want to know where 
they can buy Israeli goods. Would 
you like us to recommend your 
shop? Can wc help you to stock 
upT The shops gladly agree— "and 
then they have an interest in foster- 


Artists in the making 
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(neighbourhood sports and culture 
centres) and their teachers, who are 
shown not only how to develop their 
own skills but also hcfW to develop 
potential in their pupils. 

“Practically none had previous 
dancing instruction. They are 
naturals," says Mary Jane Asher. 
"We cal] them 'teachers on the 
way'. Once the camp is over, we’re 
sure they'll be able to go back to 
their towns and considerably uplift 
the level of any dance activity they 
get themselves into," 

THE KFAR GALIM gym is now 
equipped with a special PVC floor 
for dancing and enormous, wood- 
cased mirrors. These contributions 
from the Performing Arts Summer 
Camp will later be distributed 
among mat 'nasslni . The ’teachers on 
the way’ exercise hard there. 

Dance classes are centred on 
jazz. Mary Jane explains. ’’That's 
"hat's going on today.” There does 
not seem to be much interest in folk 
dancing, she adds. “There’s too 
much of it being done already." 

What do the other groups learn? 
"Theatre students have pantomime, 
acrobatics, clowning and classes in 
diction acting and movement. In the- 
evening, most are Engaged in group 
or individual projects, trying to app- 
ly what they had learned during the 
day. Aspiring musicians are taught 
music theory, composition, coor- 
dination and practice together, in 
the evenings, 

Zubin Mehta look time off before 
one or his concerts in Haifa with the 
Israel Philharmonic and dropped in 


at Kfar Galim to hear the National 
Youth Band in action. He was 
visibly impressed, and it did not 
take much to persuade him to take 
over the baton from Jimmy 
Reynolds, the conductor and direc- 
tor of the camp’s music programme. 
The kids were delighted to play un- 
der such a famous musician and 
Mehta, in- a little speech, praised 
their good playing and said, "You 
are the future players of the Israel 
Philharmonic, so we won’t have to 
look around abroad anymore for 
good wind players.” He has already 
thought about future cooperation of 
the NYB with the IPO at special 
events. 

MARY JANE hopes that next year 
the camp will offer choral music. 
“There are so many people in- 
terested in it!" Dance classes are to 
be expanded, to include both ad- 
vanced (those who participated this 
year) and beginner groups. "But our 
main ambition is to keep in contact 
with all the young people who were 
with us this year. We want to follow 
their progress, check the extent of 
changes we encouraged — and 
stimulate them to come back for 


THE MUSIC began pretty 
much by chance. A third-generation 
American Jew with no particularly 
strong ties to Israel, Mary 
Jane — who has a degree in music 
education but doesn’t play an in- 
strument — was running an inter- 
national youth music festival in 
Vienna five years ago. An Israeli 
music enthusiast complained to her 
about the lack of attention given to 


Embassy without a country 


ing the sule of the Israeli goods on 
their shejves," van der Hoeven con- 
cludes triumphantly. This campaign 
will be extended shortly to Norway, 
England, North America. 

A businessman in Houston, 


Texas, impressed by a talk about 
Israel, writes that he is the largest 
distributor of household furnishings 
in the American South-West. He 
wants to know how he can contact 
firms responsible for exporting 


music education here, and said in- 
dignantly: "Why arc you doing this 
in Vienna, instead of where it’s real- 
ly needed — in Israel?” 

Her husband, whose company 
manufacturers metal parts for 
lamps, and who once played a trom- 
bone in high school, backed her up 
in her decision to promote musical 
education in Israel. 

The Ashers found that music 
education is not compulsory here; 
that many disadvantaged youngsters 
come from homes where classical 
music is never tuned in on radio or 
played on records and tapes; where 
many families can’t afford in- 
dividual lessons; and where 
teachings of instrumental music in 
groups is not common. 

Besides finding musical educa- 
tion a fertile field, the Ashers 
believed that musical training offers 
a child self-discipline and cultivates 
team effort. 

"It means playing when the con- 
ductor says to play, not when you 
feel so moved,” pointed out Mary 
Jane, a straight-talking, casually 
dressed woman. 

As a result of the foundation's in- 
school music education program- 
me, over 800 children are studying 
to play instruments, read music, ap- 
preciate rhythms and sing in choirs. 
The goal is that evei^ child in the 
programme in every town (it is 
operating in Acre, Lod and Ashdod 
and soon will spread to Jerusalem 
and Beersheba) learn to play an in- 
strument and develop listening 
skills. Classes are held during 
regular school hours for all 
children, rather than as options for 

rugs, floor coverings and decorative 
accessories from Israel, so that he 
can help the supply of Israeli 
products on our market.” 

Talking to people evokes a 
response. Says van der Hoeven ap- 
pealingly. "If oiily Israeli guides ac- 
quire the habit, while taking Chris- 
tian groups to the Israel Museum or 
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those who can stay on in the after- 
noon. 

The cost of providing instruments 
to a single class is about S10.000, 
says Mary Jane, but the youngsters 
themselves lake very good care of 
the property. Many mothers have 
sewn cloth covers for the instru- 
ments to prevent scratching. Carry- 
ing around a gleaming tuba or a 
sleek flute adds to their children's 
self-esteem. 

Under the instrument loan 
programme, municipal youth bands 
are lent instruments. 

SOME OF America’s top experts in 
youth bands, like Dr. William 
Rcvelli of the University of 
Michigan and Prof. Jimmy Howard 
Reynolds of Iowa State University 
I both non- Jews) have come to Israel 
for long periods on foundation sub- 
sidies to teach seminars for youth 
band conductors and teachers. 

The Music Foundation also 
founded the Israel National 
Symphonic Youth Band, bringing 
together stars of local youth bands 
for joint practice. A central library 
of band music was established in 
1978 with tens or thousands of dol- 
lars worth of hand music in 
catalogue. 

Asked what their activist 
philanthropy docs for them, the 
Ashers smile. "Because of the foun- 
dation, wc have met the most 
marvellous people. We've helped 
change lives." Robert, who is 
secretary of the Israel lobby 
AIPAC, says, wit'K 11 dubidU's 
arithmetic, that he-'deVbtes one- 
third of his time to business, one- 
third to AIPAC, one-third to the 
music foundation and one-third to 
the Jewish Welfare Board- 
“AIPAC," he asserts, “relates to 
survival of Israel, but the founda- 
tion relates to a different need -* 
the quality of life and the future of 
children — that can determine th^ 
goals of survival." 

wherever, of making a 1 5 -minute 
stop at the embassy, we’d give them 
an idea of what we are trying to do. 

"Don’t forget, we are not, * 
Jewish organization that could be 
presumed to follow Its own interest-, 
We speak to them from within our 
own faith. And many of them truly, 
want to receive our message." D 
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Relations between the political life have become in- part the religious parties, the tion government. Here are 
religious and secular sections creasingly frequent subjects NRP and Agudat Yisrael, opposing points of view ex- 
of society and the roles of the of discussion. This, par- have been playing in the pressed in recent articles in 
two groups in the country's ticularly in view of the crucial negotiations to form a coali- The Jerusalem Post. 

Choices for the Orthodox voter 


BOTH LABOUR and the Likud are 
today paying the price for the effec- 
tive disenfranchisement of the 
country's religious Jews, which they 
have engineered over the past 30 
years. 

While politicians rightly ponder 
over the manner in which the 
Sephardi voice should be heard in 
the Knesset, they would be ex- 
tremely unwise to overlook the 
dilemma of Israel’s Orthodox voter. 
David Landau, in his article 
"The Aguda connection" (July 5), 
has focused a welcome beam of 
light on the subject, but is wrong on 
two counts. The problem is not one 
of the Labour Party only, and it is a 
mistake to consider only those who 
vole for Agudat Yisrael. 

Pronouncements by Labour Party 
leaders before the elections about 
how they would sweep away 
religious legislation have served to 
highlight a situation in which the 
religious voter is forced to realize 
that he alone is ready to protect 
Judaism in the Jewish state. 

Leaving nside Menahem Begin, 
one has little reason to believe that 
members of the Likud have a more 
positive view of religion than their 
Labour counterparts. 

In this situation, the religious 


voter-is not permitted the luxury of 
opinions on foreign, economic or 
social affairs — he is forced to vote 
for one of the religious parties to 
give it strength to defend the 
cause of Judaism. 

It is a gross oversimplification to 
describe Agudat Yisrael as non- 
Zionist as opposed to the "Zionist” 
National Religious Party. Of 
course, all political labels are over- 
simplifications for the diversity of 
opinion that exists within any 
political grouping. 

I n this case, however, such labels 
conveniently hide the fact that for 
any practising Orthodox Jew, life in 
Israel is bearable only if a suitable 
religious framework exists. The act 
of living in the State of Israel is for 
him synonymous with his endeavour 
to deepen his Jewish religious con- 
sciousness. Every individual will in- 
terpret this concept differently ac- 
cording to his degree of observance, 
but to ask anyone to choose 
between the country and his 
religion is to place him in an impos- 
sible position. That is what both 
Labour and Likud parties have suc- 
ceeded In doing. 

Reluctant lolcmtion of religion is 
not. and never will be. sufficient to 
change this situation. No religious 


By Peter Reich 


voter wishes to impose a theocracy 
or full observance of the Sabbath on 
a largely secular population. He 
does, however, demand that there 
should be a positive attitude 
towards Jewish education and the 
religious framework, and a recogni- 
tion (hat the existence of a 
flourishing, vibrant Orthodox com- 
munity is vital to Ihe well-being of 
the state. 

A POSITIVE attitude requires the 
large political parties to 
acknowledge and understand the 
centrality of religion in the lives of 
the Orthodox — whether those lives 
are played out in Israel or in the 
Diaspora. This centrality is not a 
matter to be compromised or 
bargained on in coalition negotia- 
tions. Nor is the acknowledgment 
one which can be made or 
withdrawn according to one’s 
mood. 

If Labour or the Likud considers 
any one or all of the religious parties 
to be potential coalition partners, it 
is no good talking with the voice of 
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IN THE light of the power exer- 
cised by the Orthodox over the lives 
of all the citizens of Israel — • 
whether or not they wish to abide by 
the rules of religious law — Reich’s 
block picture is a travesty of the 
truth. 

Here are only a few features of 
the situation today in the free State 
of Israel, where Peter Reich charges 
that the religious voter has suffered 
"effective disenfranchisement... 
over the past 30 years": 

The Jewish Sabbath and festivals 
are obligatory public holidays, on 
which work is forbidden, with 
specified and strictly controlled ex- 
ceptions; 

There is no public transport on 
the Sabbath (with the exception of 
the Haifa district), so that the bulk 
of the public cannot travel to the 
coast and the countryside on their 
weekly day of rest; 

Marriage and divorce of Jews are 
the monopoly of the Orthodox rab- 
binate, so that young people whose 
union is forbidden by religious law 
cannot found a family; 

Religious leaders of the non- 
Orthodox communities, who make 
up a majority of the Jews in the 
world, are not allowed to celebrate 
marriages for members of their own 
congregations in Israel, though their 
right to perform such functions* is 
jealously guarded in every other 
Tree country; 

Orthodox religious education is 
provided at public expense in two 
varieties: "State Religious," con- 
trolled in effect by the National 
Religious Party, and "Chinuch Att- 
mai" ("Independent Education"), 
which is run by Agudat Ysrael, and 
the present Minister of Education 
has been introducing NRP 
nominees into many key positions in 
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sweet reason one week and 
threatening to abolish all their- 
"privileges” the next. The religious 
voter will trust the other parties 
only when he Is satisfied that he can 
trust his religion in their hands. 

The truth is, of course, that the 
religious voter has views on as many 
political issues as his secular 
counterpart. The passion with 
which these views are held may 
from time to time lead the religious 
voter to desert the religious parties. 
The vole for the (ultra-nationalist) 
Tchiyu party is a case in point. It 
can, however, be assumed that 
many of those who voted Tehiya 
believed that, in the short run at 
Icust, their religious requirements 
were not threatened. In a future 
election, they arc most likely to 
return to their old "home." When 
that happens, they will once ugain 
be effectively disenfranchised. Who 
will be (he losers? Labour. Likud. 
Israeli democracy and the religious 
voter. 

A great deal has been made ofthe 
essential pragmatism of David Ben- 
Gurion and his immediate succes- 
sor. together with his conviction 
that good government required the 
participation of the representatives 
of the Orthodox community. 



the general school system; 

There is a special Religious Af- 
fairs Ministry, which, according to 
the admission of the incumbent 
minister in open court, has been dis- 
tributing public funds to religious 
institutions in such a way as to serve 
the political interests of religious 
party politicians; 

Abortion is forbidden except 
when allowed by Orthodox religious 
law, even when required in (he in- 
terests of the mother and her poten- 
tial offspring; 

Severe restrictions are placed on 
post mortems, even when, in the 
considered opinion of professional 
physicians, they arc advisable in 
order to .prevent future loss of life, 
because of a stringent interpretation 
of (he notye Jewish principle that 
the saving of life must have absolute 
priority. 

SOME OF these arrangements are 
generally and willingly accepted; 
others have been received with ac- 
quiescence in order to preserve a 
Jewish atmosphere or to meet the 
legitimate requirements of religious 
Jews; but some of the restrictions 
have been imposed on the great ma- 
jority of the population by what can 
only be idescribed as political 
blackmail. 

Look at the situation today. Only 
about 12 per cent of the electorate 
voted for specifically religious par- 
ties, but these parties — especially 
Agudat Yisrael, which, together 
with its “labour" wing, got about 4.3 
per cent of the votes — are at this 
moment insisting that the largest 
party shall undertake in advance to 
compel all Us members — whatever 
their consciences may dictate — to 
vole for the legislation that a certain 
venerable Hassidic rebbe regards 


By Misha Louvish 

as mandatory, even if it is liable to 
cause a disastrous split between 
Israel and Diaspora Jewry. 

“Disenfranchised” l It is we, over 
four-fifths of the nation, who are ef- 
fectively disenfranchised on any 
question on which the Orthodox, 
who hold the balance, dig in their 
heels. 

Reich’s article is thickly studded 
with misrepresentations and 
doubletalk that Orwell never 
dreamt of. The Labour Party 
leaders never threatened to "sweep 
away religious legislation"; they 
only promised, if they were given 
the power, to ensure freedom and 
recognition for all trends in 
Judaism, and to repeal some of the 
legislation that the Aguda forced 
down the Knesset's throat 'during 
the past four years. 

THE MOST striking example of this 
political brutality was the way that 
the Liberals were coerced into 
voting for the amendment of the law 
on abortion to forbid social circum- 
stances to be taken into account. 
Despite their loud protestations, the 
dissenting Liberals were practically 
frog-marched into the chamber with 
their arms twisted behind their 
backs. 

No one interferes with the 
Orthodox Jew’s "endeavour to 
deepen his Jewish religious con- 
sciousness." The previously existing 
law on abortion, for instance, had 
no elTect whatever on the way of life 
of religious Jews, whose wives need, 
no law to make them observe the 
principles of the Tora, 

The “suitable religious 
framework" that Peter Reich wants 


whether they be Aguda or NRP. 

David Landau stressed in his arti- 
cle the insensitivity of Golda Meir, 
followed by the shortsightedness of 
Rabin and Peres, and blames them 
for the present situation in which 
the Labour Party has lost all con- 
nection with the religious parties. 
To some extent this is true, but this 
analysis overlooks the many bitter 
struggles for religious rights waged 
during the days of Ben-Gurion. 

U overlooks, too, the fact that the 
present generation of Labour 
leaders (and Likud leaders) has had 
far less contact with or under- 
standing of Diaspora Jewish com- 
munities. The contacts ofthe older 
generation of political leaders un- 
doubtedly contributed to a greater 
understanding of the place of 
orthodoxy in Jewish life — even in 
Israel. 

The positive attitude towards 
orthodoxy referred to above will, 
therefore, not be easy to achieve in 
the present climate. If, however, the 
lenders of Labour and Likud wish at 
the very least to contuin the dis- 
enfranchisement of the Orthodox, 
then the effort will he worthwhile. 

The author i . t an economic *ho hat 
contributed to the Jewish press. 




is more comprehensive and deeply 
rooted in Israel today than it has 
been anywhere else in the world 
during the past two thousand years. 
Israel has enabled the religious Jew 
to come out or the ghetto and play a 
full part in the lifo ofthe country he 
lives in without any sacrifice of his 
Judaism: only in the Jewish State 
can he contribute fully to the 
realization of the Tora in every 
aspect of life. 

It is the height of irony that the 
Aguda, which was founded 
specifically as an anti-Zionist 
organization and which consistently 
opposed the establishment of the 
Jewish State, should now try to 
force elements of its way of life on 
the entire population of that state 
on the pretext of “religious rights." 

There is no truth in the assertion 
that the religious voter cannot ex- 
press his opinions on foreign, 
economic or social affairs because 
he is forced to vote for a religious 
party in order "to defend the cause 
of Judaism." The Mizrachi and the 
National Religious Party exercised 
a significant influence on national 
affairs before they succumbed to 
the pressure of their extremists and 
hitched their wagon to the star of 
Begin. 

Even within the framework of 
specifically religious parties, both 
the NRP and the Aguda could have 
exerted more influence if they had 
retained their independence. If the 
new Aguda leader, Reb Avraham 
Shapiro, had any deeply considered 
political or religious principles, he 
would not be so easily hoodwinked 
by the gaudy religious make-up that 
Mr.; Begin puls bn to woo his 
credulous religious partners. 

IT IS SURELY tinte for a thorough 
reconsideration of the entire con- 
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cept of "religious parties.'* which 
spend so much time and energy 
wrangling and intriguing for 
prestige . jobs lor the boys and 
public money for the institutions 
that serve their electorate, that they 
can have little left for truly religious 
activities. 

There is a vast field of endeavour 
for religious Jewry in the applica- 
tion of religious thought and princi- 
ples to the burning problems of the 
day. by precept, persuasion and ex- 
ample — not by coercion; in volun- 
tary effort for the provision of social 
services; in the extension of the in- 
fluence of the synagogue (here. 1 
believe, much can be learned from 
Diaspora Jewry, which has not 
relied on the sometimes debilitating 
assistance of Ihe slate). 

In these areas there is no need to 
look for legislative intervention, but 
there are, of course, fields where 
religious Jewry has interests requir- 
ing state aid. Here, however, a 
broad, non-party — or all-party — 
movement might be more effective 
than the narrow-based religious par- 
ties, contaminated as they are by 
political intrigues and vested in- 
terests. Such a movement could 
command support from wide circles 
of religious Jews who are disgusted 
with the religious politicians. 

Alternatively, much might be 
done through religious sections in 
the major parties. 

Above all. is it too much to ask 
religious Jews to take to heart the 
beautiful characterization of the 
Tora that we recite every Sabbath 
when we take out the Scrolls: "Its 
ways are ways of pleasantness and 
all its paths are peace"? 

The author is a Writer and journalist 
closely Involved In Labour Party af- 
fairs, 
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BUSINESS AND FINANCE 


Hurvitz family sells 
its dairies to Tnuva 


By YITZHAK OKED 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — The family of former 
finance minister Yigael Hurvitz 
last week sold its dairy companies, 
Tenne'Noga and Adnir, to Tnuva, 
ihe Histadrut Labour Federation 
cooperative food distribution* com- 
pany,. For a reported S55m. 

Yitzhak Landesman, managing 
director of Tnuva, told The 
Jerusalem Post that he will continue 
using the Tenne-Noga and Adnir 
trade names. 

■ Tcnne-Noga handies 6 per cent 
of Israel's total milk production, 
while Adnir supplies IS per cent of 
the country’s ice cream. market. The 
sate means that Tnuva will now con- 
trol 85% of the total dairy food 
market. 

Landesman said that Tnuva will 
not have problems raising the 
S5.Sm. from internal sources and 
commercial loans. He told The Post 
Tnuva had taken this step to in- 
crease production capabilities, es- 
pecially in ice cream, which will 
now be doubled to 30 per cent of 
the market. 

Landesman said that this transac- 
tion does not violate any anti- 
monopoly Laws. He pointed out that 
ail dairy products are completely 
controlled by the government, 


which decides when, and by how. 
much, to raise prices. 

Nevertheless, the HJsladrut’s 
Central Consumer's Authority has 
promised to keep an eye oh Tnuva. 

Ruth Kringel, acting director of 
the CCA, told The Jerusalem Post 
that this was not the only recent 
merger in the food industry. Osem 
, bought out Froumine, she said, and 
the food industry is in the hands of 
monopolies. She called for more 
government control to protect the 
consumers. 

M ichael Strauss, manager of the 
family owned Strauss dairy in 
Nahariya, one of the two remaining 
large independent dairies, 
took the Hurvilz-Tnuva in stride. 
Strauss is the largest producer of ice 
cream in the country, with about 30 
per cent of the total production. 
Their milk products constitute from 
20 to 30 per cent of the market and 
they do not sell fresh milk. 

Questioned whether his company 
was next on line in Tnuva's "hit 
list,” Strauss answered sharply that 
they were not speculators but 
producers. Strauss dairies have ex- 
isted for 40 years. “The Katyusha 
rocket shells falling on Nahariya 
didn't destroy us last week and 
Tnuvn will not do so this week," he 
said. 


UK trade leaders honoured 


By MACABEE DEAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TE^AViy, — Four UK. business- 
men were recently honoured in 
London for their achievements in 
developing trade between Britain 
and Israel last year. 

They were given the “Silver Rose 
Awards," recently established to pay 
tribute in this specific field, the 
Awards are sponsored by Bank 
Hapoalim in conjunction with the 
British -Israel Chamber of Com- 
merce, and the Israel embassy in 
London. 

Two of the awards were for in- 
dividuals, and the other two for 
■firms. 

The personal awards were 
presented to the Hon. Michael D. 
Sieff, CBE, president of the British 
Overseas Trade Group of Israel and 
vice-chairman of the British Israel 
Chamber of Commerce, and to 
Jonathan D. Weil, organizer of a 
trade exhibition by Israeli manufac- 
turers held in London last March. 


The award for imports went to I 
the' Footwear and Allied Agencies, 
based in Westgale Street, for the 
fastest growth ia' British exports to 
Israel, while the award for invest- 
ments went to Walter Huber, 
founder of the British-Israeli 
Aluminum Die-casting Company. 

The British- Israel Chamber of 
Commerce and the British Overseas 
Trade Group for Israel are working 
hard to stimulate the growth of 
trade between the two countries. 
For many years Bank Hapoalim has 
recognized its responsibilities to 
support these efforts." 



Michael D. Sieff 


Banking growth 
at record high 

By SHLOMO MAOZ 
Post Economic Reporter 
The Israeli economy has reached 
the point where financial manage- 
ment is more important than in- 
dustrial efficiency, creating a 
financial-intensive sdciety. 

“This phenomenon is illustrated, 
by the fact that bank balance sheets’ 
grew by 5 per cent in 1980, while 
our .Gross National Product only 
rose by 2 per cent,” said Examiner 
of Banks Oded Messer recently at a 
press conference. , 

Israel now, holds the world record 
in the proportion of bank balance 
sheets to GNP, with the balance 
sheets more than double national 
production. 

The “bankization” of the Israeli 
economy can be easily perceived in 
the following figures: In 1980, the 
number of bank accounts grew by 7 
per cent; the number of transac- 
tions by 12 per cent; the number of 
loans by 6 per cent; the number of 
bank employees by 6 per cent; and 
the number of banking offices by 
2.3 per cent. 

The number of persons working 
in the banking sector has doubled in 
the past 20 years. 

Banking services are expensive 
because of Israel’s high rate of taxa- 
tion. Only reducing the tax rate will 
bring down the cost of banking ser- 
vices, the bank examiner said, 
noting that out of last year’s 26 per 
cent profits on total equity in real 
terms, real net profits reached only 
2 per cent. 

Competition between banks in- 
creased last year, despite the 
centralization of the banking 
system. The competition centred 
mainly on attracting new. customers 
to savings programmes, to invest- 
ments in stocks and bonds and to 
other types of investments. 

The Israeli banking sector also 
, showed major growth abroad, with 
the number of branches in other 
countries reaching an even 100, 
reflecting an increase of 22 per cent 
in 1980. 

Rates of exchange 


Foreign exchange rates against 

Shekel. 29.741 

Currency 

l.S. 

British sterling 
German mirk 
French franc 
Dutch guilder 
Swiss Trane 
Swedish krone 
Otnlsh krone 
-Canadian dollar 
AttstraUao dollar 


the Israel 


TEL AVIV STOCK EXCHANGE 

Prices supplied by Leuml Securities Corp., 18 East 48th St., New York, N.Y. 10017 

Telephone toll free 800-221-4838 


Utah 

Law | 

Pm.V» in IT.S. doilsrt 

Oa 

13.741 

On 

30.741 

11.79 M 1MB 

(IS 13.17. SI i 



BANKS 



■ I9W 

.1) 

La uni 

0.11 

Oil 

31 

U 

UNan 

an 

o.u 

■33 

13 

HiflMOlMlUf. 

0 14 

au 

4 It 

2.9) 

I.D.B. BukbohUuff Ordinary (Ml 

2 87 

2 91 

.73 

43* 

Mizrahi Raff. (S) 
MORTOAOH BANKS 

Oil 

0)2 

,7K 

32 

Osnaral Mortffaga FWf. ») 

0 J8 

041 

1 7.1 

.31 

TMiMOribiry Ref. (10) 
INSURANCE 

0 77 

081 

1.93 

.JJ 

Arrali (10) 

066 

tt74 

1.43 

.*7 

HuimhlUff. (10) 

•JIM 

062 

1 IK 

n 

SalurRaff. (10) 
8 HR vices 

l.2n 

0.97 

lit', 

IM 

Dclsk PualRaff. 

Oft, 

non 

I4tt 


El eotrifl COrp. 

REAL K STATE AND CITRUS 

Dm 

009 

3.11 

1 u 

Afrlea-Israsl 

2 19 

2.34 

II 

II) 

l.UD.C. 

0 13 

■7.13 

»2 

!3* 

MehadrinCUru* 

a u 

016 

1)5 

M* 

Pro party and Bulldiaf HO) 

•J92 

ion 

K«Vi 

2*n 

Romm IPr stairs 0) HO) 

1.40 

1.67 


IllSh ld«r 
11.79 to 1040 


Prlcei in U 4 . qoilui 

(MI 2 .I 7 .SI) • u 

INDUSTRY 
AUlanefB 11 (10) 

Amer.Iir.Papor Mills ' 

Ariunanft) —Tntilss Ordinary R«f. 
At a {O — ‘TaxtUoa 
Dubak (t) — Cl*»rtU«a (0) Rif. 
moo (J.B) Bor. — Transformer* 
Blsetra(B) Msct. equip. 
WlraandCablo (9,0) Rif. 

Blron(l) 

frutrrom (100) Xlectra Ohsmloal 
Polygon TexUlao (l) 

Toil - Plywood (9) Riff. 

Tov* PbarmsoouUoali (to) Staff. 

Dead Baa Wacko * 

INVESTMENT COMPANIES 
Loiiml 

Cl si (Israai) (190) 

Discount Reglitarad (l) 

Export Invaatmant (10) Staff. 
OZinvtalmsnl 


Oa Oa 
13.741 30.741 



Industry Minister Gideon Patt (right) is all smiles as he accepts a 
cheque for IS39, 532,131 from the general manager of the Dead Sea 
I Works, Arle Shahar, last month. Shahar said that so far this year Ihe 
government has collected about IS71m. in royalties, a real increase of 
13 per cent over last year. 

"Don’t sell Israel Railways 
to private investor group’ 


By YITZHAK OKED 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

TEL AVIV. — Private investors are 
interested in buying the Israel 
Railways because of its valuable 
real estate holdings, MK Gad 
Ya'acobi, (Labour) told The 
Jerusalem Post last week. 

The real estate is in Jerusalem. 
Tel Aviv, Haifa, Beershcba, 
Nahariya and other places, he said. 

Ya’acobi said that whoever 
bought the railways could either sell 
this choice land for a handsome 
profit or devcjop it into large 
building complexes. 

A former minister of transport, 
Ya'acobi was commenting on 
reports that a group of private in- 
vestors, headed by former finance 
minister Yigael Hurvitz and his 
sons, are planning to buy the 
railways. 

The Hurvitz family has sold its 
dairy companies, Tene-Noga and 
Adnir, to Tnuva for $5.5 million 
which presumably would help 
finance the railways purchase. (Sec 
other story this page). 

The Post learns from reliable 
sources that there has been no 
government decision to sell the 
railways as yet. 

During the past two years there 
have been reports that the govern- 
ment intended selling the railways, 
as part of its policy to dispose of its 
companies and because the railways 
have been losing money, particular- 


ly on its passenger operations. 
GreHt sums or money would be 
needed to turn the railways into a 
profitable business. 

Among the strongest bidders for 
the Israel Railways are the Israel 
Pori Authority and Israel 
Chemicals, both public companies. 

Israel Chemicals is the railways' 
main customer and transports 
minerals from the Negev to Ashdod 
Port for export. The I PA believes 
that it can turn the railways into an 
efficient and profitable business. 

Yitzhak Rahav, the 1PA manag- 
ing director, told The Past yesterday 
that the IPA would have no 
problem raising the purchase 
money from its own funds. "We will 
not need government subsidies to 
do this. IPA has never been sub- 
sidized by the government, and we 
do not plan to start now,” he said. 

He said he was strongly opposed 
to selling the railways, which are a 
public utility and a monopoly, to 
private investors. 



Yitzhak Ralutv 


Aid snub to Israel by Common Market 


Israel has accused the EEC of dis- 
criminating against it in a package 
of aid to eight Mediterranean 
countries worth £550m. over the 
next five years. 

77ie Financial Times, reporting 
from Brussels, said last week that 
as soon as the EEC details surfaced, 
Yitzhak Minerbi, Israel’s ambas- 
sador, complained that his country 
was being offered no direct grants 


from the Community budget. Thi 
seven other potential recipients, In 
eluding oil-rich Algeria, are all oi 
fered non-rcpayable grants. 

The Financial Times said so® 
governments sympathized writ! 
Israel’s view that it . should be give 
some grants for projects eligible fo 
EEC loan aid. The opposing vie) 
was that Israel had a far higher pfi 
capita income than the other sever 


IDB in New York had 32% growth 

TEL AVIV. --- The semi-annual Deposits grew by 28 per cent i 
bjdance sheet of the Discount Bank the past six months, to stand at SI 
of New York, covering the period 850m. 

ending June 30, 1981, shows a The bank’s capital means stand i 
growth or 32 per cent, to $2,073 $98.5m. 
million, it was announced last week. The Discount Bank of Net 


... rrvwn. i iic L/iatuuni nan* ui i-.- 

This bunk, a subsidiary of Bank Dis- York’s balance sheet includes ll 
count (Israel) is in charge of the Discount Bank in Monlevide 


bank’s activities in the Western 
hemisphere. 
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BUSINESS AND FINANCE 

Zim on even keel now 


By YAACOV FRIEDLER 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
HAIFA. — The Zim shipping 
company finished the first half of 
the year within the projected 
budget, and with “sufficient profit 
to keep our head above water,” the 
company's general manager, 
Yehuda Rotem, told The Jerusalem 
Post last week. The company had 
budgeted a $750m. turnover for the 
year. 

Rotem noted that the small 
profit, continuing Zlm's run of 
profitable years, was a considerable 
accomplishment in view of the 
ongoing worldwide shipping slump. 

Rotem attributed Zlm's success 
to a combined “aggressive 
marketing and development 
policy,” especially on foreign trade 
lines with a major effort at raising 
eficiency of fleet operations. 

He noted that the greatest efforts 
had been invested in fuel saving, 
because the high price of fuel made 
this the most lucrative saving. He 


noted that Zim would spend about 
$130m. on fuel this year, down by 
about 15 per cent compared to 
1980. 

This had been achieved by reduc- 
ing speeds to optimal fuel consump- 
tion cruising speeds, sandblasting 
the ships’ bottoms and painting 
them with a coat of Self Polishing 
Paint- to reduce friction, changing 
engines for more fuel efficient 
motors, and planning the most fuel 
efficient designs for all new ships. 

Savings had also been made by 
tighter control of the company’s 
containers, which had enabled Zim 
to take some 6,000 containers out of 
service, while increasing container 
traffic and by tightening the ef- 
ficiency of ships’ crews, with “more 
rational" complements on the new 
ships. He noted that the seamen's 
unions were cooperating on this 
with Zim as they realised that they 
were both in filename boat, and that 
they would sink together If the com- 
pany started losing money. 


El A1 cut losses last year 


By MACABEE DEAN 
TEL AVIV. — El Al is still flying in 
the red, but its financial losses in 
fiscal year 1981 were less than half 
ihosc of the previous year, Avraham 
“Buma" Shavit, chairman of the 
bourd of the airline, said lust week. 

The company lost a total of $47.4 
million in the year ending on March 
31, as compared to $98.6m. lost in 
fiscal 1980. Hie national air carrier 
now has an accumulated debt of 
5169m. 

"We can feci considerable 
satisfaction with our accomplish- 
ments in the 1980-1981 fiscal year, 
but there ure still plenty of problems 
to be solved.'' said Shuvit. 

El Al could have improved its 
financial situation even more, he 
pointed out. if government public 


officials — such as from the Jewish 
Agency, universities and scientific 
institutions “who receive financial 
support from the government" — 
were forced to fly on the national 
airlines. 

As to the future, Shavit said that 
El Al could only become profitable 
if its existing planes arc replaced 
with more economical ones. 
Presently, the airline has two Boe- 
ing 737s and four Boeing 767s on 
order which will be delivered in the 
next two years. Meanwhile, Shavit 
said, the antiquated, fuel-guzzimg 
Boeing 707s in the fleet are to be 
phased out. 

He added that the airline's finan- 
cial statements “were honest and no 
attempt was made to hide the true 
facts by financial manipulations." 


w 
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Highly trained worker at the task of sorting emeralds. (Fueim 

Emeralds big business here 


By JOSEPH MORGENSTERN 
Post Financial Reporter 
TEL AVIV, Gapping five years of 
dynamic growth, which have seen 
exports rise from $l0m. to $50tn. a 
year, Israel is now the' world’s single 
largest resource for cut emeralds. 

Industry sources estimate that the 
12 local companies active in the 
field will account for some 50 per 
cent of the total world supply of 
emeralds in 1981. From a national 
point of view, the emerald exports 
are even more valuable than an 
equivalent amount of diamond ex- 
ports. Cut emeralds include no less 
than 35 per cent added value as 
compared with some 22 per cent for 
diamonds. 

In view or the industry’s rapid 
growth, an Israel Emerald Cutters 
Association was formed earlier this 
month. The newly established as- 
sociation wilt conduct trade and 
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This aerial view Impresses one with the size of the Mlshor Rotem fertilizer plant near Arad, 
which started its running-in process last month. A subsidiary of Israel Chemicals, the plant is ex- 
pected to repay Its S90m. investment In about six years. 

U.S. capital for Dead Sea oil drill 


By ARYEH WOLMAN 
Jerusalem Fost Reporter 

The costs of making the deepest and most complex 
oil drilling in (he Middle East, through thousands of 
metres of salt on the southern shore of the Dcud Sea. 
are to be borne by private overseas investors. This will 
follow a deal struck lust month in the U.S. h\ the heads of 
Israel’s two government oil companies. Hanah and 
Hanal. with a group of private U.S. investors. 

The drilling, Sdom-3, which is scheduled to hegin in 
two months, will probe to a depth of about 7.5 
kilometres in the hope of striking a catchment of oil or 
gas undisturbed by the turbulent history of the Syrio- 
African rift valley. At least 100 million burrels of oil, or 
its fuel equivalent is at stake, geologists said last week. 
This would be sufficient to supply all the country's 
energy needs for nearly I Vi years. 

The drilling is to take place in one of the pools of the 
Dead Sea Works, to the east of the potash plant, near 
the Jordanian border. Most of the necessary equipment 
has already been bought and other machinery will be 
transferred to (he site from the Vista oil company 
drilling, completed last month in the north-western 
Negev. 

For the first time ever, the government's Oil Explora- 
tion Investment Company, Hanah, which is to carry out 
the drilling, will use a foreign company, from Houston, 


Texas, to plan and supervise the operation. “This is 
because of the extraordinary difficulties of carrying out 
such a drilling." sources in the oil industry explained. 
The bore will have to pass through a thick layer of salt, 
between three and five kilometres below the surface of 
the earth. 

The deepest drilling carried out in Israel to date Has 
been one neur Ramatlah which reached a depth of 6.2 
kilometres. The cost of the Sdom-3 drilling. SI6m , 
amounts to more than half of the government's total oil 
drilling budget last year, when about 20 drillings were 
made. 

Half the 516m. will be raised as private equity capital, 
according to an agreement awaiting signature which 
was reached last week by Hanah managing director. 
Yossi Langotsky. Dt. Elazar Barak, managing-director 
of the National Oil Company Hanal. and a U S. drilling 
fund. This sum will be matched by another $8m. loan to 
the fund by the Israeli government. 

By taking a government loan, rather than an invest- 
ment. the fund will increase its financial leverage and 
thus also its risks in financing the drilling. Bui the deal 
will allow the fund to qualify for U.S. tax benefits. The 
only similar investment package ever made by an Israeli 
government was with a group of European investors to 
finance drillings in Sinai. 

Said one oil geologist: "The investment and risk in- 
volvcd are large. Bui so is the chance of success." 


Osem getting larger share of food market 


consumer oriented programmes so 
as to enhance acceptance of 
emeralds. It will maintain informa- 
tion booths at the major jewejry 
shows so as to acquaint buyers with 
Israel's ability to supply their needs. 

The Cullers Association may also 
cooperate in cooperatively securing 
emerald roughs, which, in com- 
, parison with diamond roughs, are 
relatively scarce. 

The local industry, according to 
Zvi Ichaki. chairman of the public 
relations committee of the Cutters 
Association, specializes in cutting 
African-milted emerald roughs. 
"We prefer. the African roughs due 
to their high quality," slated Ichaki, 
recipient this year 1 of the out- 
standing exporter award. Ichaki's 
firm, Israel Emerald Syndicate Ltd. 
is exporting emeralds at a rate 
which this year may exceed the S8.S 
million murk. 


By GALINA VROMEN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TWO BOTTLES or uniabtfllcd 
salad dressing sit on Eugen Prop- 
per’s desk. As a founder and manag- 
ing director of Osem Food In- 
dustries, trying out new products on 
his family is pktt of a routine day’s 
homework. 

But recently- Osem has added 
such a large number of new. 
products to its line that even Eugen 
Propper can’t quite keep up. 

In early July, Osem bought out 
Froumine, the oldest cracker and 
biscuit company in Israel, and 
automatically added aboul 100 new 
products to its already impressive 
list of about 650 different items. 

Osem estimates that before buy- 
ing Froumine from the Ben-Haim 
and Yoshpe families, it controlled 
about 35 per cent of the market in 
baked goods. With the purchase of 
Froumine -— a company with a 
IS42m. turnover in 1980 — Osem 
contends it now controls another 10 
per cent of the local market. 

“We were going to expand 


anyway, we- ’had been planning to 
buy two new. ovens because we had 
about reached capacity in our ex- 
isting facilities, and when the offer 
to buy Froumine’s came along, we 
decided it was a better way to get 
the relatively new equipment we 
wanted to increase >our Une." Prop-: 
pe'r-Skidf'.- 'H:' i- 1 :»• n .. * 

With the purchase of Froumine 1 
for an undisclosed sum,. Osem has 
acquired Frouminets half of a Haifa 
facility (Avi Baking Industries), a 
biscuit and cracker facility in Bnei 
Brak and a pasta factory in Shderol. 

H was the pasta factory — built in 
1976 to compete against Osem — 
that was 'largely responsible Tor 
Froumine’s heavy losses and even- 
tual sale, "froumine never 
managed to make a serious dent in 
the market with their pasta, despite 
an aggressive advertising cam- 
paign," said Propper. Osem had 
built a factory in Yokneam in 1975 
that had .doubled its pasta 
production; Oseto managed to corner 
about 80 per c.enl of the Israeli 
market for pasta while .Froumine 
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racked up a debit of about IS 50m. 
before selling out to the competi- 
tion. 

Now Osem will sell Froumine 
pasta through its own marketing 
network, producing the pasta in 
Osem’s two pasta-making plants. 
The former Froumine pasta factory 
in Shderot will produce other Osem • 
goods. Propper said. 

But he added that although there 
wifi be -some changes in former 
Froumine ‘facilities, Osem plans to 
continue selling Froumine products 
as a separate line and continue to 
employ Froumine's 250 employees. 

' Ena separate move, the company 
has also teamed up with the Elite 
chodolate company and the 
Sunfrost frozen food company to 
form u new firm that will produce 
frozen convenience foods under the 
brand name Superfrosi. "It won’t be 
like Sunfrost. frozen fresh 
vegetables and fruits, ' but rather 
things Ihut will use our joint know- 
how: pizzas. TV dinners, frozen 
baked goods of various sorts.". 
Propper said. 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 


FRIDAY, JULY 31. 1981 

Ambiguous cease-fire 

THE CEASE-FIRE agreement in the north is barely a week old. yet 
it is already threatening to break down under the weight of its heavily 
studied ambiguity. 

When the accord was being hammered out in Jerusalem last week, 
through the good offices of U.S. envoy Philip Habib. Premier Begin’s 
main concern was to hide its true nature as linking Israel and the 
PLO in a mutual undertaking to cease firing across the Lebanese 
frontier. Thus in announcing it no mention was made of an actual 
cease-fire, and the text spoke merely of the termination of “all hostile 
military action between Lebanon and Israeli territory." 

Nor was the agreement formally committed to writing, and duly 
signed — a fact that somehow slipped Labour leader Shimon Peres’ 
mind in his appearance on TV Wednesday night. For that dreadful 
error Mr. Peres was taken caustically to task by the Prime Minister's 
Office the following morning. Yasser Arafat could not have signed 
the cease-fire, it was explained, because there was only an oral un- 
derstanding and nothing to sign. 

Did it matter? To Israel’s government, it did. For the fiction had to 
be maintained, at all cost, that the accord involved not the PLO but 
the government of Lebanon. 

While attending to its frippery, the government neglected to make 
sure that the accord had some body as well. Since the PLO was un- 
mentionable. there could be no reference in the accord to terrorist 
activities within Israel — nor even to the legitimacy of Israeli 
response to terrorism beyond the country’s frontier. This omission 
was underscored by Yasser Arafat’s second-in-command. Khalil 
Wa/.ir ("Abu Jihad"), in a statement earlier this week that pledged no 
letup in the "struggle for liberation" in the "occupied territories." 

In the PLO's vocabulary, this term covers all of Eretz Yisrael. The 
contortions to which the government is resorting in denying the in- 
volvement or the PLO in the agreement were evinced yesterday by the 
conflicting statements of the Prime Minister's spokesman. At first he 
insisted that the attack on the bus travelling from Jerusalem to kib- 
butz Ma'alch Hahamisha Wednesday night constitute a clear viola- . 
lion of the cease-fire. He later denied that assertion. 

The PLO being whut it is. it would not of course have agreed to 
suspend its terrorist activities in conjunction with the ccase-firc. But 
it appears that there was no understanding even with the Americans 
ns to what Israel could rightfully do to counter such outrages as the 
attack on the bus. 

On another aspect of the cease-fire Israel apparently did have a 
prior understanding with the U.S. Though it came under PLO fire, 
and Syria loo later contested it, Israel’s right to continue recon- 
naissance flights over Lebanon was upheld by the State department 
on Monday. But’ dr-hen Israeli warplanes downed a Syrian MiG-25 
which was threatening to interfere with a surveillance mission two 
days later, the Department’s spokesman found the incident "distur- 
bing." ■ 

This was not an outright condemnation, but something pretty close 
to it. Was Washington backtracking on its word to Jerusalem, or had 
there simply been no clear accord on what could properly be done if 
the Syrians sought to forcibly prevent such overflights? 

Without clearing the U.S. of possible double-dealing in this mailer, 
it must be said that evidence of Israel seeking to nail it down is 
lacking. Obviously it was more important to keep the cease-fire 
vague than to make it specific. This is not good news for the people 
on both sides of the border who were under hellish cross-fire all of 
last week. 


Dry Bones 
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FRIDAY, JULY 31, 1981 

Aridor and 
the Bank 
of Israel 
governors 

THE COYNESS shown by the 
finance minister, Yoram Aridor, in 
announcing his refusal to reappoint 
Dr. Zvi Sussman and Dr. Eliezer 
Sheffer to another term as deputy 
governors of the Bank or Israel, was 
wholly misplaced. There was no 
need to defend himself by claiming 
that his decision did not necessarily 
bind his successor. The next finance 
minister, as everyone knows, is go- 
ing to be Mr. Aridor again. 

Yet there is no gainsaying that 
Mr. Aridor was fully within his 
rights in taking the decision he did. 

This much conceded, it is only 
legitimate to ask what useful pur- 
pose will be served by Mr. Aridor’s 
sacking these two highly competent 
economists, Dr. Sussman and Dr. 
Sheffer. as a prelude yet to the dis- 
missal soon of Governor Arnon 
Gafny himself. The finance minister 
will not find their betters within the 
profession, and he will have a hard 
lime discovering their equals. What 
then is he up to? 

The unswer seems to be that Mr. 
Aridor views the central bank under 
Mr. Gafny and his aides as an 
implacable enemy, and that he is 
determined to remake it into a 
pliable handmaiden. As Mr. Aridor 
himself put it to this newspaper's 
economic reporter yesterday, the 
bank is no longer a counter-balance 
to the Treasury but now stands in 
outright opposition to it. This, the 
finance minister made clear, he is 
not willing to tolerate. 

Had Mr. Aridor's analysis been 
correct, his remedy would be, if not 
practical, at least understandable. 
But in fact the analysis is complete- 
ly wrong. What the deputy gover- 
nors huve been telling him, and the 
public at large, is merely what the 
profession as a whole believes to be 
the plain truth: that the economy is 
headed for a bad fall unless harsh 
restraining measures are applied 
without delay. 

This is what the governor said in 
his latest report just yesterday, and 
there is not an economist worth his 
salt who would disagree with him. 
To suggest, as Mr. Aridor did, that 
Mr. Gafny was deliberately 
magnifying the government's 
failures and minimizing its successes 
was merely to betray a preference 
for toadying sycc^phants over 
counsellors of integrity. 

The finance minister, his head 
turned by the triumph of his "sound 
economics” at the polls last June 30, 
simply would not listen to the voice 
of really sound economics. Yet this 
debate between Mr. Aridor and the 
central bank is not a clash between 
rival schools or economics. Rather 
it is a case of Mr. Aridor alone be- 
ing pitted against the entire 
economic profession. 

Since this is so, the purge of the 
central bank’s personnel can only 
lead to its effective closing as a 
centre of economic and financial 
thinking. Better to close the bank 
down altogether. 


Dry Bones 
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TUESDAY, JULY 28, 1981 

El Al’s new look 

EL AL IS NOT YET out of financial trouble. But the financial state- 
ment for fiscal 1980 released yesterday shows that the national 
carrier has achieved a remarkable improvement in performance, and 
ha9 cut its losses by more than $50m. 

This was achieved by a joint effort of management and workers in 
the face of a global recession that affected tourism, a world-wide in- 
flation and sharply rising fuel costs. It was done by streamlining 
operations, closing down unnecessary offices abroad and un- 
profitable, flights, and introducing efficiency measures all round. 

Most important, a huge chunk of fat was cut from a bloated wage 
bill by staff reductions of some 20 per cent — and through an agree- 
ment with the aircrews for a 20 per cent cut in their wages and the 
forgoing, by the rest of the staff, of the 7.5 per cent wage hike 
stipulated in last year’s nation-wide collective wage agreement. 

The results could have been even better had the government 
worked out a rational national aviation policy instead of treating the 
airline as a spoiled stepchild. 

In the two decades up to 1979 El Al had built up assets of S500m-, 
with a negligible investment by its shareholder, the government. Yet 
it was lately being depicted as a chronically losing though subsidized 
public enterprise. True, El Al could build itself up from its own 
resources because it had a virtual monopoly — but no more so than 
other airlines throughout the world, until President Curler’s “open 
skies’’ policy demolished much of that shelter. 

There was never any good reason for Israel to jump on the “open 
skies” bandwagon as enthusiastically as it did. The hopes that charter 
flights and generally more competition would increuse the flow of 
tourism have not been borne out. All that happened was that El Al's 
profits have come tumbling down. 

The improvement in El Al's performance lust ycur is un oppor- 
tunity for the government to hummer out, ut long Inst, n long-term air 
policy. The government must decide whether it is prepared to allow 
all kinds of fly-by-night operators to undermine the national carrier's 
economic viability — or whether it is willing to support it, if 
necessary, in the same way that other democratic countries support 
their own carriers. 

This would require taking a fresh and close look at charter flights, 
me licensing of international flights by other airlines, the financing of 
El Al s accumulated losses, und a host of other problems. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 30, 1981 

The PLO’s truth 

THIS COUNTRY owes Farouk Kaddumi, the head of the PLO's 
political department,” a debt of gratitude for the interview he 
granted the West German weekly Stern. The PLO, said Mr. 
Kaddumi, would never recognize Israel's statehood, not even if it 
were allowed to set up its own independent slate in the West Bank 
ti,- U u 8 ’ *1^ wou ^ ever Israel live in peace and quiet, 
i Ju ■ Ti , c,ear air of the cant with which it has been fiF" 
ted by wishful-thinking about the PLO’s "underlying” desire to come 
to terms with Israel. Farouk Kaddumi, it should be stressed, is no 
spokesman for some especially wild- PLO faction: he speaks directly 
for the mainline Fatah, led by Yasser Arafat himself. The militant 
w° n Di ™ S putling ° n is n ° bargaining ploy, but a true reflection of 
ne hlo s true sentiments. It should also cause second thoughts for 
those Palestinian Arabs in the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip who 
do seek peaceful coexistence with Israel. 

uj".? tl 5] c r ^ hen own 8 0ver nmenl is going out of its way to 

netp the PLO s case, it is a relief io find the PLO aiding I srael’s cause. 
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READERS' LETTERS 


AMERICAN JEWISH SUPPORT 


To the Editor <4 The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — As a recently arrived 
visitor to Israel from America, I 
would like to express my shock at 
the misleading character of the arti- 
cle, "The view from America” (July 
19). It gives the false impression that 
a large segment of the American 
Jewish community is critical of the 
firm stand of the State of Israel 
toward its adversaries, and is critical 
of Israel’s neglect of civil rights. 

The article creates this mis- 
leading impression by featuring the 
views of Rabbi Balfour Brickner, as 
if he were the spokesman of a large 
segment of the American Jewish 
public. Quite to the contrary, 
Brickner’s views are atypical and 
border on eccentricity. Indeed, he 
was just recently the featured guest 
speaker at a dinner sponsored by an 
anti-Zionist and one-time Stalinist 
journal in New York. The number 
of American Jews who would ac- 
cept such an “honour" is 
minuscule. 

Furthermore, few American Jews 
arc so insensitive as Brickner to 
make the kind of racist remarks 
which denigrate our North African 
Jewish brethren by referring to 
Israel as a "dumping ground” for 
such people. 

The author of the article com- 


pounds the error by associating 
those who have a few critical views 
of Israel with the wholesale hostility 
of Brickner, thus suggesting a 
ground swell of antagonism towards 
Israel's government in the U.S. 

With respect to Israel’s firmness 
on security matters, there is little 
doubt that American Jews are 
overwhelmingly sympathetic. In 
fact, a significant shift of American 
Jewish voters to the "tough" 
presidential candidate, Ronald 
Reagan, in America’s last election 
confirms the fact that even 
American Jews believe that 
firmness in foreign policy is often a 
necessity. 

With respect to Israel's stand on 
religious issues and civil liberties, it 
is understandable that many 
American Jews, who come from a 
country with a strong tradition of 
church-state separation, may not 
understand or agree with some of 
Israel’s policies concerning religion. 
But it is overwhelmingly misleading 
to suggest that American Jews real- 
ly believe that Israel has suffered a 
serious erosion of civil rights. 
Among American Jews, only such 
"radical chic” oddballs like Balfour 
Brickner could really believe that. 

CHARLES EVANS 
Jerusalem (New York). 


ELECTORAL REFORM: FACT AND FALLACY 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — Recent announcements by 
progressive and reformist parties in 
the UK and France advocating the 
introduction of proportional 
representation in their respective 
countries should make Israelis 
aware that, while any electoral 
system has its drawbacks, the 
superiority of the constituency 
system is neither obvious nor 
generally accepted. Mr. Yigael 
Yadin made electoral reform the 
first plunk in the platform of the 
now defunct Democratic Party; 
Chaim Herzog proclaims it the main 
subject for citizen's concern; 
Amnon Rubinstein objects to the 
present system because it is not 
'modern.' (I am no historian, but I 
suspect that it is more modern than 
the constituency system which 
predates the establishment of 
political parties. Presumably if 
adopted by one of the Western 
democracies, it would become 
modern enough). 

The merits of a constituency 
system have been given wide 
publicity. I should like to point out 
some oT its drawbacks. 

The main function of a 
parliamentary democracy is to give 
the voter a choice between alter- 
native governments. In so far as his 
choice is affected by the personal 
qualities of the candidates, there 
will be a conflict of interests. What 


is he to do if the better candidate (in 
his judgement) represents the party 
whose platform he opposes? 

The major issues to be decided by 
parliament are national, not local. 
There can be little benefit in en- 
couraging local vested interests in 
addition to the existing ones ac- 
cording to country of origin. 

Candidates in regions such as the 
Galilee, where Jews and Arabs 
compete for dominance, are likely 
to be extremist. 

The Israeli electorate comes from 
a wide range of cultural 
backgrounds. They require 
representation in parliament if they 
arc not to become frustrated. This is 
easier to assure in national lists. 

Whatever body has to draw up 
electoral boundaries could substan- 
tially affect the outcome. 

There are, or course, serious dis- 
advantages in the present system, 
though I doubt that it is responsible 
for all the shortcomings attributed 
to it. However 1 should like to think 
that any alternative system will have 
been fully weighed before a deci- 
sion to implement a change. If the 
major aim is for the major parlies to 
eliminate the smaller ones, this 
could be achieved by raising the 
barrier — a barrier of 2.5 per cent 
would have eliminated all but the 
five major lists. 

KENNETH L. COHEN 

Jerusalem. 


SEPARATION OF 
CHURCH AND STATE 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — The just concluded elec- 
tions place in sharper focus the par- 
ticular danger which now faces 
Israel, namely, that Jewish ayatol- 
lahs will decide the direction of 
future state policies. 

The experience of otHcr societies 
has demonstrated time and time 
again that, when religious fanatics 
have influenced governments, dis- 
aster follows. The history of 
England, Italy, Spain, Persia, Ger- 
many and many others, indicates 
that there is grave danger in mixing 
religious doctrines with the 
pragmatic secular interests of a 
country. 

It is important that the 
relationship between religion and 
slate becomes the subject of wider 
national discussion in Israel, 
remembering that both are import- 
ant, but each in its proper domain. 

JOSEPH GOTTFRIED 
West Palm Beach, Florida. 

DANISH RADIO 

To the Editor q f The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — Having read the letters 
about the BBC's view of Jews and 
Israel (July 12 und 16), I feel your 
readers should know that the 
Danish radio follows the same line. 
On u recent broadcast, "A travel- 
ler’s letter from Jerusalem," not a 
single positive comment was made 
about Jews during the two hours the 
programme lusted. 

Of course, a lot of people ob- 
jected to the broadcast, but not 
enough. The Danes arc still very 
pro-lsrueli, hut that docs not mean 
that continuous anti-Israeli 
propaganda will not cause some 
damage. N.K. NIELSEN 

Haifa (Copenhagen). 

HELP IN THE NORTH 

Tn iht Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir. — I refer to Hclga Dudman’s 
article "Second chance on the 
border,” which l read with great in- 
terest. 

While acknowledging the 
achievements of Yitzhak Yakobi, I 
Teel that credit should also been 
given to (he persons and organiza- 
tions involved on a voluntary basis 
in the work of continuing education 
and training of discharged soldiers. 

The pioneering work of Ora 
Weisman, a retired social worker, 
together with Sgan Aluf Yigal 
Masiad, the head of the Defence 
Ministry's Department for 
Discharged Soldiers in the Northern 
Area, made this project possible 
and enabled students to qualify for 
higher technical and university 
education as well as vocational 
training. 

Another voiunlaty organization, 
which contributed much . to this 
work, is Matan Beseter. 

Haifa. OR. FRITZ FLECK 


THE POLITICAL CONVICTIONS OF PUBLIC SERVANTS 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir. - In "Public Faces” (July 12). 
Mark Segal seems to construe his 
stories in a way that suits his like or 
dislike of a public figure, distorting 
the truth or basing himseif on pure 
imagination. 

Thus I learnt for the first time 
that the undersigned "has been tell- 
ing everyone for years how suited 
he is to be deputy foreign minister.” 
During my four years of parliamen- 
tary service, 1 have neither aspired 
nor mentioned in any conversation 
such a proposition. 

Moreover, in my reports to the 
Knesset on my missions to the 
Council of Europe and other 


forums, I braised the staff of the 
Ministry or Foreign Affairs and I 
have never advocated an all-out 
purge in the civil service. All I did in 
the wake of Mr. Meshel’s statement 
“that he would protect all 
employees threatened by the Likud 
for their political convictions” was 
to retort by pointing out the 
hypocrisy of the Secretary General 
of the Histadrut. (Quote my state- 
ment: "Pressure and threats are ex- 
erted by the management of the 
Histadrut companies on the Likud 
members and there is no danger 
whatsoever for the civil servants, 
though some of the high-rank civil 
servants, including some ambas- 


sadors, have proven to be disloyal to 
the government.”) 

So, if Mark Segal claims the right 
to qualify public leaders as responsi- 
ble or irresponsible, he should first 
and foremost do some soul- 
searching as to whether he is a 
responsible and reliable newsman. 

MEN AHEM SAVIDOR. MK 
Jerusalem. 

Mark Segal comments: 

Mr. Savidor is criticizing the 
wrong person. He should apply 
himself to the Foreign Ministry's 
Staff Committee, which said: “It’s 
difficult to believe that an accusa- 
tion of this kind could be uttered by 
a responsible public figure.” 
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Photographed In an alr-rald shatter In Klryet Shmone. 

Whether the tenuous cease-fire on Israel's 
northern border takes hold or has been broken by 
the time you read these words, one thing is for 
sure. j 

The "happenings" in the north are front page news 
throughout the world and will continue to be so for 
some time. 

But do the facta ever get through, past the 
screaming headlines. If you happen to be a reader 
of The Jerusalem Post International Edition, the 
answer is yes. 

Flown to over ninety countries every Monday, its 
twenty-four pages of news, views, features, 
photos and cartoons help you to be on sure ground 
when your views are sought. 

Send someone a subscription. It's indispensable. 
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